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Who would have thought last year at this 
time when we published the LiVeS magazine 
2019 or even in February 2020, that we 
would be reflecting on a time of worldwide 
pandemic, school closures in the UK and  
on-line learning. 

This has been an unprecedented challenge for all 
of us and despite severe restrictions on what we 
have been allowed to do, LVS has continued to 
shine through. Nothing stops us as a community 
and throughout the year we have pulled together 
as Houses, as year groups and together as a 
school. This edition of LiVeS magazine will be so 
different from any other year in the school’s history 
and I believe we are all equally proud to mark in 
history how we have come through to the other 
end of the rainbow! Thank you to staff, parents 
and pupils for a great year and here’s to the future! 

Christine Cunniffe  
BA Hons MMus MBA 
LVS Ascot Senior 
School Principal

This year has been a year of growth for the 
Infant and Junior School in so many ways, 
the number of pupils in our school rose to 
230 during the course of the year and we 
have continued to develop our curriculum 
offering and co-curricular provision. 

During the Autumn and Spring terms the children 
engaged in some exciting trips and visits ranging 
from the traditional pantomime to Kidzania as part 
of our first ever careers week. During Careers Week 
they were fortunate enough to hear from over 
twenty different speakers from all walks of life and 
learn more about the world of work and how our 
Learning Values are applicable in adult life. 

Since lockdown the resilience of all the children 
has been impressive, levels of engagement high 
and their creativity in learning something to 

celebrate. Collectively we have walked to Australia, 
grown over 31 metres of sunflowers, baked to rival 
the Great British Bake Off and learnt to iron! All 
this has taken place alongside maintaining online 
learning in all curriculum areas. 

We are looking forward to being back together in 
September and the entire Infant and Junior School 
team wish you all a wonderful summer.

Rachael Cox, BA Hons PGCE NPQSL MCCT, 
Headteacher, LVS 
Ascot Infant and 
Junior School
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Thank you to everyone giving me the 
opportunity of being Head Boy this year. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed this role. 

This year may not have ended how we all 
imagined but I am grateful to be part of the LVS 
community. My advice to everyone is to take every 
opportunity that arises in our special school. 

Zaki Marsali, Head Boy 

The only constant is change; and what a 
year of change it has been. Despite the 
unexpected circumstances, this outcome of 
events has allowed me to reflect and further 
value my four years here. 

When I first came to this school, its sheer size, 
number of people and identical corridors was 
incredibly daunting. Whilst I was very nervous, I was 
also excited for the future. Here I’ve been given a 
spectrum of opportunities; from house, netball and 
debating competitions, trips to Madrid and France, 
as well as my teachers who taught me more than 
just schoolwork; I could not be more grateful. Today, 
I can clearly see how these privileges have shaped 
me and opened my mind from the confused and 
curious girl I was who first joined. 

Perhaps one of the most important opportunities 
LVS has offered me is the platform to give students 
a voice. Campaigning for Head Girl was again a new 
challenge; though slightly intimidating, it made 
me understand how much I could accomplish 
by pushing myself out of my comfort zone. From 
open days to speaking in assembly, this role made 
me develop as a person and gave me confidence 
to strive for the highest. I am proud represent 
this school. As for any experience, the thing that 
makes it is the people. Our staff, teachers, and 
headmistress have always risen to the challenge 
and outdid themselves with the current challenge 
we all face. It is crucial we appreciate how hard 
they worked to bring things together so quickly to 
smooth the path to critical exams through a chaotic 
time. This is truly a special community to be part of, 
and gives me much hope for the future - even for 
what challenges come ahead. 

Jasmine Imsirovic, Head Girl 

Since I joined in year 10, I have seen 3 head 
boarders, all of which as charismatic and as 
confident as each other. A trait that I thought 
I lacked. 

LVS has been more than just a school to me. It 
has been my home for the past 4 years and I have 
loved every moment of it. When I joined Guinness 
house, I was a shy timid boy. This soon changed 
with the warm welcoming arms of all the house 
staff especially Mr Wilder. Through my time in 
Guinness I was pushed to do stuff I never thought I 
could do. Such as apply for the house captain role. 
Even though, I was unsuccessful in my application 
but this sparked a confidence in me which allowed 
me to grow.

I was given many opportunities during my time at 
LVS which has seen me travel the world to places 
such as Iceland and India. Not many people my 
age can say they’ve done and experienced the 
stuff I have and owe that all down to the school for 
helping me see opportunities where no one else 
did. Each opportunity increased my confidence.

The role of head boarder was be proof of my 
development from the boy I was in year 10 to a 
confident young man. 

My final year was supposed to be filled with stress, 
laughter, happiness and relief. Instead it was cut 
short. I felt the stress, I experienced the laughter 
and happiness but due to the anticlimactic end 
to my whole school career I do not feel relieved 
that its all over. No exams, no proper send off and 
no goodbyes. But what I will take with me is the 
memories, friendships and experiences I have had. 

Henry Hamilton, Head of Boarding 
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YEAR 8 LAND & WAVE
Our Year 8’s enjoyed a fantastic end of term 
trip to Land and Wave where they took part 
in rock climbing, water sliding, archery and 
many more fun activities! 

Well done to all students who challenged 
themselves and got stuck in. 

76



DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
GOLD AWARDS
The Duke of Edinburgh's Award is the 
world's leading youth achievement 
award, with over 438000 young people 
currently doing their DofE in the UK. 

LVS took a selection of committed and 
determined students to Pen y Fan in the 
peaks of Wales who completed their 
Gold Award. To achieve their Gold award 
students took part in 12 month program 
consisting of volunteering, skills testing 
and training. 

All students should be extremely proud 
of themselves for completing this as this 
award required them to be highly self-
motivated and diligent.

®
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Eight year 8 girls were invited to attend 
Digigirlz at Microsoft. The day included a 
treasure hunt around their amazing offices 
and two inspiring talks from staff  
at Microsoft.

The highlight is often the Maker challenge, LVS 
were split into two teams and the brief was to make 
and pitch the concept for a device (programming 
Microbits) to aid people with disability. There were 
22 schools, so 44 groups competing!

Both our teams created original ideas, the first 
group of Verity Lambert, Julia Doveren, Lottie 
Hoad and Ruby Brown came up with the concept 
of a watch which scanned people’s faces and 
allowed data to be stored to help people with 
memory problems. It was a clever and original 
concept and the girls delivered a strong pitch.

However, it was our second team (Scarlett 
Freedman, Angelina Yu, Elsie Melhuish and Alice 
Padrick) that really wowed the judges with their 
Flame Catcher! This was designed to help people 

who are blind or deaf who could end up not 
being aware a smoke alarm was sounding. Their 
device worked for all 5 senses with sound, lights, 
vibration, smell and taste being activated in the 
event of a fire. 

Their pitch and concept 
blew the judges away 
and they won the 
competition for best 
overall product, pitch  
and feasibility.

MICROSOFT DIGIGIRLZ TRIP
YEAR 12 WORK EXPERIENCE
Anna spent one week's work experience 
at the Kerith Community Church in 
Bracknell where she supported the 
events management team and the 
creative directors. 

It was an important week for the church as 
they were preparing for a large celebration 
event in the community and Anna played 
an integral part by helping to dress the 
facility and work with the teams to design 
some of the promotional material. Anna 
loved her experience and has been invited 
back to work with them in the future" 
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PRESIDENT'S DAY
President’s Day was where we said an 
emotional goodbye to all our leavers and 
rewarded our students for their hard work at 
the end of another successful academic year!

The Mayor of Bracknell Forest, Councillor Pauline 
McKenzie, enjoyed a prestigious day honouring 
the academic achievements of students at LVS 
Ascot on Thursday 4th July. She was part of 
the Platform Party, joined by Principal Christine 
Cunniffe and Chairman of the Governing Body 
Anita Adams amongst others, who witnessed a 
host of students receiving recognition for their 
effort and performance across the academic year.

The Mayor thanked everyone for the 
warm reception she received and sent her 
congratulations to all the students who received 
recognition for their achievements, saying: “It was 
such a pleasure to witness their joy, and so well 
deserved. The school has created a warm, friendly, 
family culture and the speeches were excellent 
and heartfelt.”

One of the highlights of the event was the leaving 
speeches of outgoing Head Boy, Head Girl and 
Head of Boarding which were highly emotional. 
Head Girl Megan Du Toit said: “To the future 
Head Girls sitting in this hall today, believe in 
yourselves – don’t let anyone doubt you or tell 
you differently. Strive towards your goal and most 
of all, be yourselves.”

 Subject prizes were presented to each year 
group from Year 7 to Year 13, and being an all 
ability school with individual development being 
of crucial importance too, effort prizes were 
awarded for the different houses in each year 
group. There were also outstanding academic 
achievement awards for Years 7, 8 and 9, won 
by Harrison Thomas, Angelina Yu and Charlotte 
Reid respectively. All three had progressed from 
our Infant & Junior School which gave them an 
excellent grounding, and they have capitalised on 
that to flourish in the Senior School.

William Brooke won the Year 9 awards for 
Chemistry and Music and also the Cecilia Smiga 

Memorial Award, in memory of the 
school’s former Director of Music 
who passed away in 2013. William’s 
mother Vicky said of the way the 
school has helped him develop: 
“William has developed hugely 
with his music here. He is taking 
piano tuition from the Director 
of Music Mr Bryant, and has been 
given lots of opportunities to play 
at school events. His confidence 
now to just get up and perform at 
school events in front of hundreds of 

people is amazing – it is a real gift to give that to a 
child at such a young age.”

LVS Ascot’s Infant & Junior School had their 
moment to shine on Wednesday 3rd July 
when Celebration Day took place to mark the 
development and progress of the 214 pupils from 
Reception class to Year 6. One of the highlights 
of the ceremony was the Infant & Junior School 
prefect team and Head Boy and Head Girl for 
2019/20 being announced, which was a closely 
guarded secret and surprised Year 5 pupils Harvey 
Humphrey and Chloe Celi respectively.

The youngest pupils at the school were also 
recognised, receiving their Reception Certificates 
on stage in front of their proud parents, before all 
pupils then performed song and dance routines 
for their families at a special celebration barbecue.
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SPORTS DAY 
REVIEW
Our Senior, Junior & Infant School 
Sports Days capped off another 
successful year here are selection of the 
pictures from the two days.

Our Infant & Junior School House winners 
for the 2018/19 academic year were 
presented with the trophy at Sports Day. 
Congratulations to Melbourne Brake!

During the Senior School Sports Day, we 
saw all houses come together and it was a 
fantastic day full of sun, games and racing! 
Melbourne lifted the trophy presented 
to them by special guest and Olympian 
Marilyn Okoro!
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SPORTS DAY REVIEW
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CAMBODIA TRIP

Eight students, one teacher,  
28 days in Cambodia.
Setting off for Gatwick Airport at 7.30am 
from LVS Ascot on Friday 12th July, 20 hours 
later landing in Siem Reap.

You suddenly see it dawning in the students faces 
that the reality is that we were going to spend 
28 days together in Cambodia. The first two days 
with proper beds, showers and restaurant quality 
food while we stayed in the hotel initially may not 
have been fully appreciated, however they were 
sorely missed a few weeks later. The first days 
allowed the group time to acclimatise to the heat 
and humidity and begin to explore all that Siem 
Reap had to offer. Heading out to the old market 
shopping for gifts and souvenirs, then visiting 
the Angkor Artisans seeing some incredible 
Cambodian crafts.

After transferring to our first base we got stuck into 
some community focused project work. This was 
a week of mixing cement, making paving slabs 
and the construction of pathways. Boy was it hot 
and heavy work, but also amazing to observe how 
we all gelled together as a team and gave 100%. 
On day four, ice cold fizzy drinks were the order 
of the day, I have never seen such pleasure for 
something as small as a cold drink. In the evenings 
after a day of project work, we headed back to 
camp for a well earned dinner and a good nights 
sleep in a larger than average Cambodian home. 
We transferred to two further camps, getting 
stuck into more vital community work together as 

a team. This involved important projects such as 
the construction of water storage pots, improving 
infrastructure at the local school and refurbishing 
community buildings.

The capital Phnom Penh was a welcome break 
from the project work. Two days of rest and 
relaxation. Visiting the infamous S21 prison and 
the Killing Fields was an exceptionally moving 
experience. Then learning about the recent tragic 
events that befell Cambodia when it was under 
the rule of Pol Pot. On a brighter note, the visit 
to Wat Phnom, a Buddhist temple. Built in 1372 it 
stands at 27 metres above the ground and is the 
tallest religious structure in the city.

Highlights were meeting the local people, 
interacting with other schools, night markets, 
playing football with a local football club, Angkor 
Wat, deep fried tarantula spiders, chicken nuggets, 
camping in Buddhist temples and tracking 
in Phnom Kulen National Park. This is a 
snapshot of some of the highlights, I am 
sure the LVS students could add  
many more.

On a final note: Cambodia remains 
one of the poorest countries in the 
world. Seasonal food shortages and 
lack of employment opportunities 
leave rural people vulnerable to 
continued and increased poverty. 
LVS Ascot were able to make a 
valuable difference. 

Martin Smith 
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EXAM RESULTS

GCSE Results 2019
Students at LVS Ascot celebrated 
receiving their GCSE results, with 
increases across the board in all grades 
from 7 to 9, and a higher pass rate 
(grades 4 to 9) leaving us delighted.

Nationally, a third of pupils are still failing 
maths and English GCSEs, but students 
sitting the subjects at LVS Ascot were as 
successful as ever, with a pass rate of over 
90% in both. Whilst revising for GCSEs can 
be a stressful affair, our students had been 
able to ease the burden by sitting their 
maths exams early in January. This is a real 
benefit for focusing on a smaller number 
of exams in the summer, introduced by the 
school to help spread workload and very 
rare even amongst independent schools. 
Of the 105 students who sat their maths 
GCSE in January, over a third achieved the 
equivalent of an A or A* (7+).

A host of subjects with a 100% pass rate 
included IT, design & technology and 
art. With this year’s cohort being the first 
group to take reformed GCSEs in almost 
all subjects, a record number of appeals 
are anticipated nationally this year. 
Consequently, we will release confirmed 
GCSE grade information after the appeals 
process has been completed and all 
statistical data has been compiled.

Hector Earnshaw collected seven grade 
9s, two grade 8s and a grade 7 having 
been at the school since joining the LVS 
Ascot Infant & Junior School in Year 3. He 
said: “I was hoping to do well but didn’t 

expect to do that well. I’ve really enjoyed 
the co-curricular opportunities here too – I 
didn’t do any music before I came here and 
I’m now doing grade 8 drums and grade 
7 trumpet too.” His mum Ellie Earnshaw 
added: “Hector has always worked hard 
and been ambitious, and wants to go into 
medicine. LVS Ascot has given him so much 
support and confidence which he didn’t 
have when he was younger – the school 
has really allowed him to find his niche as it 
seems to do with all pupils.”

Another pupil benefiting from starting 
in the LVS Ascot Infant & Junior School 
is Sam Loader, whose mum was so keen 
for him to join from the state sector that 
he dropped back a year to join in Year 
4 when the Year 5 classes were full. Sue 
Loader said: “I’d heard such good things 
about the school and liked that it was 
non-selective, mixed and with no entrance 
exam. The school has been amazing and 
to say there’s something for everyone 
would be an understatement, he’s been 
so well supported in everything he has 
done.” Sam’s results included three grade 

8s and two grade 7s and he will now go on 
to study history, economics and design & 
technology in our Sixth Form.

Teo Parmar-Wickham was one of three 
students to take advantage of our intensive 
GCSE course, amazingly studying and 
passing five GCSEs (English, maths, 
chemistry, physics and business) in just one 
year, and will be coming back to 
study A-levels.

England U16 hockey star Luisa Northing 
also collected her GCSE results today. Luisa 
has been capped 18 times for her country 
having joined in Year 5 and subsequently 
captained the LVS Ascot hockey team. 
Despite combining a hectic club and 
international training schedule with her 
academic studies, Luisa achieved results 
including three grade 8s and said: “The 
school has been really supportive of me 
combining work and sport. I have been 
able to use the gym and swimming pool 
here and gain support around my studies 
during time set aside for enrichment and 
exercise which helped.”

LVS Ascot Principal Christine Cunniffe said: 
“We are delighted with this year’s GCSE 
results, especially being the first complete 
year of the new grading system and linear 
exams. I am particularly pleased that as 
well as some outstanding high achieving 
performances with many students 
achieving multiple 9 grades, there are 
many other students to whom we were 
able to add significant value to help them 
exceed their expectations.”

We are delighted  
with this year’s  
GCSE results,  
especially being the first 
complete year of the 
new grading system and 
linear exams.
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EXAM RESULTS
A level results 2019
Our Year 13 students celebrated receiving 
their A-Level results today, with many 
exceeding their expectations and receiving 
higher grades than they thought possible, 
with an increase in A* and A grades and a 
pass rate mirroring last year’s.

84% of students got into their first or second 
choice universities, with Warwick, Exeter, 
Birmingham and Southampton all confirmed 
destinations among this year’s cohort.

LVS Ascot, which was second in the table for 
student progress throughout A-Levels in 2018 
among fourteen schools and colleges in Bracknell 
Forest, and ahead of schools including Wellington 
College, again saw a high level of progress  
among students.

This year’s A-Level results continued to show 
added value, particularly in biology, history, 
computing and PE where there was improvement 
of over a third of a grade per student based 
on their expected grades when they began 
A-Levels. We will release confirmed A-Level grade 
information after the remarking process has been 
completed and all statistical data has  
been compiled.

Head Boy Darshan Solanki received A* in biology 
and As in chemistry and maths and is now 
going to study veterinary medicine at the Royal 
Veterinary College, University of London.

Parnian Mohammadi, 17, will be joining him in the 
capital after taking her A-Levels a year early to gain 
a place studying law at Queen Mary University of 
London. Having been identified as being capable 
of early exam entry, the school helped her prepare 
to successfully earn As in English and French and 
a C in philosophy. She said: “The staff at LVS Ascot 

encouraged me and made me believe that I could 
step up and do my A-Levels early. They really 
helped me with my confidence and whilst it was 
tricky it meant everything fell into place.”

Sam Walkden was one of many students delighted 
that the progress he has made at LVS Ascot paid 
off with results beyond his expectations. After he 
won a place at the University of Birmingham to 
study philosophy, his father Roger Walkden said: 

“Sam joined LVS Ascot from a state school in Year 
9 as he had no real aptitude for anything and was 
in the middle of the pack. We moved him so he 
could receive the attention he needed and he 
fitted in and knuckled down straight away. The 
school has helped him develop a real interest and 
amazing skill in philosophy so it has more than 
met expectations.”

Sam himself added: “Without this school I’d have 
never have even done philosophy and now that’s 
the reason I’m going to Birmingham.”

Many students at the school come from military 
backgrounds due to the school’s HM Forces 
discount, and Alex Richardson was one of those 
collecting his results today. His As in geography 
and physical education and B in biology will take 
him to the University of Exeter to study exercise 
and sport sciences. Today was the culmination of 

nine years of boarding at the school, following in 
the footsteps of his older brother and sister, with 
the school providing stability rather than  
constant change.

He said: “My dad is in the army and my brother 
and sister came here because of the really friendly 
boarding community and the forces discount. It 
meant I didn’t have to change schools when my 
dad was posted somewhere else which provided a 
stable environment for a long time and the chance 
to make some long lasting friendships.”

LVS Ascot Principal Christine Cunniffe said: “With 
this being the first year of truly linear A-Levels, 
making them harder as seen from the national 
figures, I am delighted that we have maintained 
our excellent pass rate and increased our top end 
grades. I am so pleased that the development 
of our Sixth Formers over the past two years has 
resulted in so many receiving fantastic news 
today. It is testimony to the hard work ethic of 
our students and teachers that we continue to 
be in the top two schools in the area for progress 
between the end of key stage 4 and A-Levels, and 
we will continue to aim to exceed expectations 
and inspire independence.”

They really helped  
me with my  
confidence and  
whilst it was tricky it 
meant everything fell 
into place

8/19
AUGUST 2019

LiVeS
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SEPTEMBER TO OCTOBER

Year 7 day at Longridge

ISA Girls football tournament

Art trip to the 
Apple store

European day of languages

Geography field trips

Year 12 Geography 
trip to London

Media Studies 
visit Sky
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What a fantastic week it has been for 
languages this September! On Monday, the 
Languages departments kicked off with 
an assembly to explain what the European 
Day of Languages was, what advantages 
learning a language could bring and what 
the school had organised to celebrate the 
European Day of Languages. 

We heard that learning a foreign language 
encourages vital brain growth, helps to delay the 
onset of dementia and boosts the memory. 
Being bilingual also opens doors for 
work and study abroad. Knowing a 
foreign language makes you highly 
employable as businesses are looking 
for employees with foreign langue 
skills and English is no longer enough. 
Whatever field of work you are 
planning to go into – a foreign 
language will help you!

During the whole week, 
large flags of a wide 
range of European 
countries were put 
up in the Street 
along with bunting 
and a variety of 
international food 

was served in the canteen to allow students to be 
fully immersed in different cultures. 

We had the chance to taste some Italian food 
on Monday with spaghetti Bolognese as well 
as tiramisu. Tuesday, we had German food with 
traditional Schnitzel and honey cake. Wednesday, 
the Spanish menu was out with some paella and 
fried calamari, followed by churros and flan. On 
Thursday, the French menu was on offer, with 
hachis parmentier and baguette sandwiches, 

followed by lemon tartlets and profiteroles. 
Finally, on Friday, we could not get away 

without celebrating English with 
traditional fish and chips. 

To add an extra twist, all the menus 
were translated in the language of the 

country that the food originated from. 
The students really welcomed the variety 

of foods and queued for the traditional 
foods every day. 

The Selfie-Frame was taken 
around tutor groups by Mrs Amin 
and Mr Sotos with some lovely 
student helpers, for students to 
take pictures while celebrating 
languages. There was a lot of 
enthusiasm to get in on the 
action. Some students were 

a bit shy in front of the camera, but others were 
eager to pose!

A big hit also was the Senior School Bake Off. It 
was extremely successful and we were delighted 
with the level of participation. Staff and pupils 
were able to taste a wide variety of desserts that 
related to European Languages and countries 
including tiramisu, churros and lemon cake. At 
break time, all entries were judged by staff and we 
were delighted to announce the three winners; 
Francesca Attard (Year 7) in first place, Enriqueta 
Acuna (Year 10) in second place and Grace Hogan 
(Year 10) in third place. Prizes were awarded 
including Amazon gift cards, a trophy and Spanish 
hot chocolate. Congratulations!

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

The students 
really welcomed 
the variety of 
foods and queued 
for the traditional 
foods every day

We would like to thank all staff, pupils, parents/
guardians and boarding houses for their 
enthusiasm and support. Overall, £96 was raised 
for charity.

What a fantastic week of languages it has been! – 
We are already looking forward to the next one!

Mrs Amin, Head of French 
Miss Auer, Head of German 
Miss Heath, Head of Spanish

P.S. And while waiting for the next one, why not 
take up one of the many ways in which languages 
are celebrates here at LVS Ascot all year round? 
Pupils in Year 7 have the opportunity to participate 
in the Spelling Bee competition and pupils in 
Year 8 and Year 9 can take part in the Translation 
Bee competition and compete with pupils from 
all over the country. Year 10 pupils can join the 
Linguistics Club as an academic enrichment and 
enter the UK Linguistics Olympiad. Go for it!
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MEDIA STUDIES REFLECTIONS
This year a lucky group of LVS Media 
Studies students received the 
opportunity to tour Sky's filming 
studios. They even had the chance to try 
their hands in front of and behind the 
cameras in a variety of roles!

Twenty Media Studies students at LVS 
Ascot had a chance to get to grips with 
cameras used professionally in the  
media industry. 

James Clarke, a cameraman who works on 
the BBC’s Apprentice and Masterchef came 
to the Media department to offer training 
and career advice to students. Students got 
hands on experience and expertise from 
James, who is himself a former LVS student. 

With over twenty years’ experience 
as a director of photography on films, 
documentaries and mainstream factual 
entertainment programmes, James 

showed the pupils a range of techniques 
they can use in their own Media projects.

LVS Ascot Media studies offers a Youtube 
club, Photoshop clubs, GCSE in Media 
Studies, A Level in Media Studies and a 
BTEC in Creative Media.

James has over 
twenty years’ 

experience as a 
director of photography 
on films, documentaries 

and mainstream 
factual entertainment 

programmes
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GEOGRAPHY  
SOMERSET FIELD TRIP
Somerset Bound, six enthusiastic A level 
Geography students, accompanied 
by the even more enthusiastic Miss 
Edwards, boarded the Minibus to 
Nettlecombe Court. 

The trip had a successful start, arriving 
at the service station in time for the 
McDonalds breakfast. With full stomachs 
and a quick stretch of the legs we were 
back in the bus. As phone service got 
weaker, and countryside closer, we arrived 
at Nettlecombe court, situated in its 
isolated, tranquil setting. The scenery was 
spectacular, acres of land accompanied by 
forestry and running streams. What was 
clear was that Nettlecombe court was the 
home of Geography, and we were going to 
be spending the next few days in a place 
very different to the convenience of Ascot.

A level Geography has a section of 
coursework which accounts towards 
20% of our final grade. In a packed three 
days we learnt the key skills needed to 
effectively complete our non-examined 
assessment. Looking at both Human and 
Physical Geography, we covered many 

aspects of the course, using data collection 
strategies as we learnt how to carry out 
and analyse investigations. 

Visiting Watchet on the first day of our trip 
allowed us to experience the character of 
the ancient harbour town. Here, we focused 
on the topic, ‘Finding Spaces Making Places’ 
from our Geography syllabus, perfect for 

those who are more passionate about 
human Geography like myself. Porlock Bay 
and Minehead on the second day were 
both beautiful parts of Somerset to visit. 
There we investigated coastal processes 
and coastal management first hand, which 

was extremely beneficial. We completed 
many tasks including; sketching landscapes, 
creating frequency histogram and raider 
graphs and carrying out risk assessments to 
name just a few. On the final day we were 
all excited to spend some time around 
Nettlecombe court itself. Using specialist 
equipment to learn about the water cycle, 
which also gave us an excuse to tread 
through the stream. Although we hadn’t 
anticipated how uncomfortable sitting 
in damp clothes on a 3 hour mini bus 
drive home would be, our trip wasn’t just 
informative but also great fun. 

Our visit to Nettlecome Court allowed us 
to collaborate as a group, as well as work 
independently on skills which would allow 
us to reach a top grade in the assignment. 
We all thoroughly enjoyed our Geography 
field trip to Somerset, and are thankful 
to the Geography department and Miss 
Edwards for organising

By Maisie Stearns, Year 12 

The scenery was 
spectacular, 
acres of land 
accompanied 
by forestry and 
running streams
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GEOGRAPHY  
SEVEN SISTERS FIELD TRIP
The Seven Sister’s trip started off in a 
coach on an early morning, we were all 
readied up in thick winter gear ready 
for the day. We had a 2-hour journey 
which felt exhausting but once the ride 
was over, we were all charged up and 
ready at for some ice creams! However, 
the teachers and the previous year 8’s 
raised our expectations too high as at 
the end of the day we were all upset to 
find out that the ice cream man had left 
the beach early.

Once off the coach we admired the 
fantastic view of the valley of the River 
Cuckmere. We then went, into the 
information centre where we filled in our 
booklets, learning about the sea creatures, 
the geography of the cliffs and more! 
Afterwards we had a much-needed lunch 
break, where we all sat down and had 
an indoor picnic because outside it was 
raining cats and dogs! 

After lunch we were all filled with energy 
ready to climb massive hills! The chalk hill 
we climbed was called Exeat hill. It was a 
fascinating climb which included many 

rabbit droppings, but we also got an 
educational peak into the cliffs where we 
could see the sedimentary layers that we 
had also learned about in school. As we 
walked on over the hill, we realised there 
was not a single human made object which 
meant no signs, no paths and no bins! We 
eagerly filled in our Seven Sisters booklets 
so we could get to the beach. When we 

finally arrived at the beach it was huge, 
and the sea crashed against the rocks as 
we had learned in school. We looked at the 
different sea defences such as rock armour.

After we filled in our booklets from the 
beach section we all gathered around 
a small stream from the sea and those 

with wellington boots got in the water 
and built foot bridges for those who had 
trainers and could not get their shoes 
wet. Then we walked close to the white 
chalk cliffs of the Seven Sisters as we 
could see all Seven Sisters from a distance. 
They were magnificent but unfortunately 
for safety reasons we could not walk to 
the top. Once we admired the Seven 
Sisters, we made a long journey back to 
the café where we got our own drinks 
and foods instead of the ice cream man. 
Then we hopped back onto the coach 
and made the long journey back to LVS. 
Overall, I enjoyed the trip, and it was 
great as it helped us to have a deeper 
understanding of what we had learnt  
in class.

Kimberley Harvey

We realised 
there was not a 
single human 
made object
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To support students with their GCSE 
and A-Level coursework the art 
department took a group of students  
to Barcelona. 

The location allowed students to draw and 
photograph a wide range of interesting 
objects, surfaces and textures. The 
students visited Parc Guell, Sagrada Familia 
Dali Museum, Palau Musica Catalana, 
MACBA, Casa Batllo and MNAC. It was 
fantastic trip jam packed with culture, art 
and beautiful architecture. Well done to all 
the students who took part. 

Thank you to Mr Godman for organising a 
fantastic last trip. We wish you well in your 
new job, both staff and students will  
miss you.

ART TRIP TO BARCELONA
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SPORTS ROUND-UP SEPTEMBER

U13 girls received Bronze medals, well done  
and it was great to see!

Spirits were high with our super Year 7’s at 
their first Netball fixture.

We had a fantastic day hosting  
the @ISASportUK  

Girls Football Festival 2019

Fantastic morning of hockey for the U12s 
at the @priors_field tournament. Well done 
to both teams and a special mention to the 

Royals who were runners-up!

Great performance from the LVS Year 7 
rugby team at Reading school. Highly 
entertaining match from first to last 

whistle. Well done boys!

Congratulations to: Leo who gained 
a medal in 50m freestyle Samuel who 

gained a medal in 50m backstroke 
@ISAsportUK national swimming 

competition last Saturday! They were also 
in the medley and freestyle relay where 
they won Gold for the medley, breaking 

the record!!

In October a group of year 7 students 
took part in a trip to Longridge Activity 
Centre. This is an outdoor adventure centre 
that provides the opportunity for 80,000 
young people to take part in activities and 
experience the magic of the Thames and its 
beautiful surrounds. 

Students took part in climbing, laser tag, 
water orbs, and Go Karts. As well as kayaking, 
canoeing, bell boating, dragon boating, Stand Up 
Paddleboards, rowing, and rafting. 

YEAR 7 DAY AT LONGRIDGE
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GEOGRAPHY IN ACTION
A group of sixth form geographers and Mr 
Hunt went to London to visit an A Level 
revision conference entitled “Geography 
in Action”. Lectures were given by world 
leading geographers in their fields, with 
specific reference made to how to achieve 
the best grades possible in their exams. 

Talks ranged from ‘Superpower Geopolitics: from 
the cold war to the ends of the Earth’ given by Dr 
Alasdair Pinkerton from Royal Holloway University 
of London to Professor Jenni Barclay’s talk on 
‘Dangerous Neighbours: learning to live with 
volcanic activity’. 

The students appreciated the demands of 
studying geography at a higher level and they 
valued the opportunity to share this experience 
with other A level geography students from a 
plethora of different sixth form colleges and 
institutions. The day ended with an inspirational 
talk by explorer, author and TV presenter Benedict 
Allen sharing his love of geography and his 
adventures from around the world.

Mr Hunt

A LEVEL GEOGRAPHERS – SIXTH 
FORM REVISION CONFERENCE 
TRIP TO LONDON
As part of the geography enrichment 
programme at A Level, the Sixth Form were 
given the opportunity to attend a revision 
conference in central London, during the 
Spring term.

Students were exposed to world leading 
geographers in their fields, ranging from 
volcanologists to human social geographers.  
The lectures were designed and pitched to match 
the students A Level specification, while enabling 
them the opportunity to experience geography at 
an advanced level within a lecture  
style environment. 

The students valued the expertise of the lecturers 
and gained great insight into the topics that they 
have learnt and will be learning throughout their 

programme of study. They particularly enjoyed 
a personal account from the famous explorer 
Benedict Allen who shared his experiences of 
travelling through the Amazon rainforest!

It was a brilliant day where all had a good time 
appreciating the demands of the A Level course, 
while being able to speak with other students 
from other colleges and sharing in good 
geographical practice. 

Mr Hunt

GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT 
REFLECTIONS

A group of highly able art students had the 
opportunity to work with a team at Apple 
working on a range of iPads. They were 
introduced to a variety of techniques using 
the Procreate software. 

All of the work submitted by the students was of 
excellent quality and they earned themselves 
some doughnuts as a well done! Thank you 
Miss Pye for being our mini-bus driver. 

ART TRIP TO  
THE APPLE STORE
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LVS ASCOT HOST ISA GIRLS 
FOOTBALL FESTIVAL 2019
We hosted the Society of Heads Girls 
Football Festival and welcomed schools 
from around the area to participate in 
U11, U13 and U15 tournaments.  
Our players did really well, winning 
medals in all age groups.

LAUNCH OF THE BERKSHIRE 
BOOK AWARD 2020
On Wednesday 9th October 2019 Mrs 
Olding and Mrs Keeler took a number of 
students form the VIRs (Very Important 
Readers) reading group to the launch 
of the 2020 Berkshire Book Award at St 
George’s School in Ascot. 

The students from Years 6, 7 and 8 all had a 
wonderful time listening to and engaging with 
Laura Wood, author of a number of books 
including Vote for Effie, A Sky Painted Gold, 
Under a Dancing Star and the Poppy Pym 
series. Laura inspired the students as she talked 
about reading and writing, suggesting that 
becoming an author comes from first being 
avid reader. 

In identifying their favourite moments from 
the trip, the students particularly enjoyed 
hearing the author read from Vote for Effie and 
the story of how she first became a published 
author through entering a competition. 

Discussion around how pictures of two 
houses, that initially looked very different, then 
appeared equally creepy on closer inspection 

was also memorable. This highlighted for the 
students that things are not always how they 
first appear to be and what value there is in 
close observation of detail. 

Those who had books signed by the author, 
were delighted by the opportunity to meet 
and speak individually with Laura Wood.

Other amusing comments raised in later 
discussion of the trip were how great it was that 
the presentation did not at any point become 
boring, how nice it was to have an early lunch, 
in a much quieter dining hall than usual and 
what a wonderful atmosphere there was on 
the minibus to and from the event.

There were 180 attendees at the event, with 
student representatives from a variety of 
Berkshire schools and we are proud to say that 
our LVS students, sitting in the front row, were 
great ambassadors for the school behaving 
beautifully throughout and asking some 
fabulous questions at the end of  
the presentation. 

The students are now discussing the longlisted 
books at VIR meetings, voting for those they 
think should progress and looking forward to 
the shortlist event in early 2020.

https://www.berkshirebookaward.org.uk/
longlist20 

Pupils involved in Berkshire Book  
Award 2020

• Rosie Robertson 06B
• Jiyesh Pun 07BR1
• Noah Witcomb 07BR1
• Daniel Pickard 07CO1
• Dominic Brown 07CO1
• Shivam Ruparelia 07KN1
• Gabriella Braccetti 08BU1
• Marie Morrison 08BU1
• Alex Ayer 08CO1
• Timothy Wild 08CO1
• Aaron Doherty 08ME1
• Igor Oliinyk 08ME1
• Monty Latimer 08ME1
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PSYCHOLOGY  
DEPARTMENT REFLECTIONS 
As a department we have been 
following all the amazing events 
that Royal Holloway University’s 
psychology department have put on 
for A-level students. We initially visited 
the university last summer to see the 
national psychology competition in 
action and have since been keen to get 
our pupils involved in the department’s 
student-focussed events.

On Wednesday 9th October we took our 
Year 12 and 13 students to an evening of 
taster lectures delivered by academics 
from RHUL’s psychology department as 
well as a talk from current psychology 
students at the university. 

Professor Memon’s “How can psychology 
help us understand psychopathy and 
extremism in the 21st Century?” was largely 
based on the case of Anders Breivik. He 
was responsible for the Norwegian terrorist 
attacks in 2011 in which 76 people were 
killed. The lecture addressed the possible 
relationship between mental illness and 
violence and whether it was a viable link. 

Breivik was diagnosed with paranoia and 
delusional beliefs and his upbringing was 
tainted with possible sexual abuse and a 
mother suffering from mental illness. Later, 
psychiatrists found Breivik to be sane, thus 
highlighting reliability and validity issues 
with the classification of mental illness. He 
was sentenced to 21 years in prison. 

Our Year 13’s are studying schizophrenia 
and aggression and this lecture furthered 
their ability to think about both topics 
simultaneously rather than treating them 
as stand-alone topics. Furthermore, it 
stimulated conversation on maternal 
deprivation and the consequences of a lack 
of attachment as a child as well as the grey 
areas of reliability and validity within any 
mental health diagnosis. This resulted in a 
number of real-world applications to many 
areas covered in the A-level specification. 

The second lecture was “The evolution 
of tweeting: what birds can teach us 
about learning, speech and culture.” Dr 
Rob Lachlan used sound clips of a variety 
of animal’s vocalisations to engage the 

pupils. A highlight being the ‘seal in the 
bath’ imitating his owner’s common 
phrases. Of particular interest was the 
fact that the similarities between human 
speech and bird song span genetics, brain 
areas and even their development. It was 
always going to be more light-hearted 
than Professor Memon’s excellent lecture 
on Anders Breivik and as well as giving 
students food for thought about the 
pros and cons of animal research and the 
possibilities for using the findings to inform 
further work on humans with speech 
deficits it also left the students with a 
strange desire to google talking seals and 
lewd swamp sparrows! 

What we loved about these lectures 
was how they had dramatically different 
themes, yet both fell under the umbrella 
of psychology. In two short sessions, 
it showed students how diverse and 
fascinating the academic discipline of 
psychology can be. 

Of particular 
interest was 
the fact that 

the similarities 
between human 
speech and bird song 
span genetics, brain 
areas and even their 
development
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On Monday 7th October we welcomed 
mind-reader, Alex Crow, into our sixth 
form psychology room to meet our 
A-level students. They were wowed 
with a performance of mind-boggling 
brilliance that included lie detection, 
impossible predictions and even being 
able to read the mind of volunteers who 
had chosen a random word 
from a 200-page book! 

In order to achieve his 
effects, Alex uses a mixture 
of psychology, knowledge 
of body-language, NLP 
and much more. Fewer 
than a dozen people 
in the UK can operate 
on the level that we 
experienced 
and every time 
we thought we 
had an idea about 
how a trick was done, a 
final twist or shift of focus 

would shatter our hopes of ever being 
able to work it out – and, in truth, that was 
part of the fun. The fact that he is sworn 
to secrecy though his membership of 
the Magic Circle added an extra layer of 
mystery to the whole performance which 
left the students (and us, their teachers) 
trying to work out what on earth had  
just happened. 

The whole experience was amazing 
and gave students another 
example of psychology being 

used in an other-than-
academic context.  

Such experiences and enrichment help 
to instil in students the realisation that 
psychology is everywhere, and the far-
reach of the subject touches all aspects of 
human experience. 

ALEX CROW THE MIND READER!
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Ready, steady, cook

Student's take on the 

principal's challenge

Remembrance service
On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 
11th month in 1918, the guns of the 
Western Front fell silent after more than 
four years of continuous warfare during 
the First World War. In many parts of the 
world including us at LVS Ascot people 
observe a two-minute silence at 11am 
every 11 November, to remember those 
who lost their lives during the First World 
War as well as in more recent conflicts. 

Intermediate House Music

NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER

Year 6 trip to 

Reading Museum

Senior 

pro
ductio

n 

re
hearsals

LVS Ascot health 

& well being
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YEAR 6 TRIP TO  
READING MUSEUM
‘Battles that have changed the course 
of British History’ was the Humanities 
topic for our Year 6 during the Autumn 
Term, and on Friday 4th October the 
three Year 6 classes took a coach to 
Reading Museum to find out more 
about the Battle of Hastings. 

Reading Museum has a replica of the 
Bayeux Tapestry which is 70 metres long. 
It was made by 35 skilled Victorian women 
embroiderers in 1885 and depicts the 
events leading up to and including the 
Battle of Hastings in 1066. The children 

took part in role play scenarios, got to try 
on costumes and real chainmail armour, 
handle weaponry from the time and 
undertake quizzes and research about 
England during the Norman Conquest. 

During the afternoon they had the 
opportunity to hone their sketching skills 
as they explored the rest of the museum 
artefacts and displays, including stuffed 
animals, ceramics and Roman mosaics, 
allowing for real cross-curricular creativity 
and collaboration. 

Behind the scenes of senior school 
production rehearsals. Students give 
up their own time to check sound levels 
etc for their performances. 

We’re so proud of the talent shown by our 
students and the hard work they put in to ensure 
the performance is perfect on the day. Well done 
everyone who participated!

SENIOR PRODUCTION 
REHEARSALS
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WELL-BEING HUB OPENING
LVS Senior School Well-Being Hub has 
seen over 1000 visits from students this 
year since opening in September 2019. 

With an open door policy, calming music, 
vibrant colours and plants; students are 
welcome to take five minutes, breathe and 
share any concerns. 

Ms Wilde, Student Well-being Manager 
and Child Protection Officer offers 
guidance on well-

being, mental health and mindfulness. 
Students can receive support with 
anxiety, low mood and self-esteem along 
with learning practical strategies which 
decrease emotional barriers 
 to learning. 
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In November our boarders participated 
in their very own Ready Steady Cook 
competition with the winners being 
chosen by their fellow boarders. We had 
two guest chefs who set the students 
a challenge based on the ingredients 
they had in front of them. Well done 
everyone who took part!

READY, STEADY, COOK

Well done to Lumi for coming second in the local heat of the Rotary Young 
Chef Competition November 2019. Lumi was commended by the judges for her 
professional performance under pressure and will go on to compete in the next 
round in Newbury in February!

ROTARY YOUNG CHEF
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In November we saw all pupils from each year 
take part in a high-quality performance for the 
poetry event. 

Each pupil took to the stage in front of an audience, some 
being as young as 4 years old. This is the confidence 
instilled in our young pupils at LVS Ascot.

JUNIOR 
SCHOOL 
POETRY
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An amazing set of images from our Principal's Dance 
Challenge in November. The dancers aged from 4 years 
to 18 years old and showed off the confidence instilled 
in them by an education at LVS Ascot. They performed 
dance routines to a theatre full of families, demonstrating 
their creativity on an evening of incredible talent. The 
evening was capped off with a brilliant performance 
from Year 13s Emilie and Olly - aka EmOlly. Well done to 
everyone who performed, a truly special night!

STUDENTS 
TAKE ON THE 
PRINCIPAL'S 
CHALLENGE

56 57



STUDENTS TAKE ON THE 
PRINCIPAL'S CHALLENGE

The event was hosted by Maggie Philbin 
and they had the opportunity to get 
involved in a range of STEM activities 
offered by a wide range of companies. 

They worked with robots, tall structures, 
pharmaceuticals, JVC audio, ICT and astronomy 
in a series of workshops. They also worked 
collaboratively in small teams to present an idea 
of their own invention. Our group split into four 

small teams, then pitched their ideas to each other 
before selecting one group to present in front of 
the other schools and experts. Our team came 
away with a certificate for best design.

All students came away buzzing, after having a 
fabulous time.

TEENTECH
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INTERMEDIATE HOUSE MUSIC
There were no house loyalties at stake 
here – it is ‘all against all’ in various 
instrumental and vocal categories.  
The junior school section started at 6pm 
and the intermediate (Y7-9) and senior 
(Y10-13) sections start at 7pm.

Thank you to those who took part 
particularly to Jabari who ripped his 
trousers during his performance if this is 
not commitment what is? Also, a huge 
thank you to Dan Gravett for adjudicating.

Brake  
Anshul Salaria 
Max Baisch 
Ava Murray 
Eleanor Diack 
Zara Ahmed 
Jaelyn Jumna 
Isobel Hayden 
Harry Begley

Buchanan 
Harry Powell 
Harry Sampson 
Tiana Young 
Alex Westwood 
Sophia Borg 
Francesca Attard 
Josie Irvine 
Inderveer Bhogal

Coburg  
Leyton Fielding 
Hamilton Davis 
Kathryn-May 
Saunders 
Sophia Bell  
Esa Naraani 
Alice Padrick 
Elsie Melhuish 
Owen Lambert  
(House Captain)

Hart   
Ollie Bland 
Angus Culley 
Jabari Richards 
Simon Yang

YEAR 8 
Abigail Gartside 
Ava Simpson 
Dylan Cameron 
Harry Thomas 
Adam Halpert 
Will Thompson 
Stephen Caulfield 
Danny Gadd 
Adam Duff 

YEAR 7 
Finn Webster 
Kris Grover 
Chloe Bishop 
Lyla Anderson 
Tobi Foloruns

Kennington  
Angelina Yu 
Max Kelly 
Bill Cheng 
Saffryn Lamb 
Sam Okoturo 
James Mallows

Melbourne 
YEAR 7 
Eshaan Sinha 
Kiara Timm 
Michel Doveren 
Holly Brady 
Sam Kennedy 
Alfie Webb 
Vish Oliinyk 
Colin Lin

YEAR 8 
Chloe Chance 
Eloise Lambert 
Erin McDermott 
Aaron Doherty 
Monty Latimer 
Igor Oliinyk

YEAR 9 
Evie Cornes 
Verity Lambert 
Julia Doveren 
Max Farfan 
Johnny Yao 
Connor Simpson 
Thomas Haywood 
Rain Feng
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LRC CHRISTMAS PARTY
All students were invited to the LRC’s annual 
Christmas party. The room and Mrs Keeler were 
suitably festively dressed for the occasion! 

At the end of term we were getting in the festive 
spirit, with an array of Christmas jumpers on show 
from both students and teachers – but we want to 
know who you think looks more Christmas-sy: Mrs 
Cunniffe or Mr Cutler-Ames?

There was great excitement on the 
morning of 11th December 2019 at 
our Infant and Junior School – the 
morning of the trip to the Theatre 
Royal in Windsor had arrived! Great 
organisation went into the trip (thank 
you Mrs Izod!) which involved all of 
the children in Years 3 to 6 (about 180 
children!) gathering onto three coaches 
to head off to see ‘Aladdin’.

Featuring Theatre Royal Windsor’s 
traditional pantomime comedy capers, 
with a sprinkle of magic and dazzling 
dancers, colourful costumes and a 
glittering star cast featuring actor Paul 
Nicholas, musical legend Marti Webb and 
not forgetting the little fox with the big 
laugh, Basil Brush! Joining Paul, Marti and 
Basil were Windsor’s favourite calamitous 

comedy duo, Kevin Cruise and Steven 
Blakeley who were celebrating their 10th 
year in Panto together at Theatre  
Royal Windsor.

The children had a fantastic time, joining 
in the songs and the classic taunts of 
‘Oh no it isn’t!’ and ‘He’s behind you!’, 
and for some pupils this was the first 
opportunity they had experienced of a 
true classic pantomime - with all its silly 
jokes, puns and of course, the Dame of 
the performance being a man! A great 
morning was had by all and the festive 
spirit had well and truly started by the time 
we returned to school.

JUNIOR SCHOOL THEATRE TRIP
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BAG2SCHOOL
In December our PTA, students and staff 
have been busy loading bags of clothes 
totalling 1334kg onto a Bag2School van. 
This has now made its way to South America 
to be reused - all part of our ongoing 
commitment to being a more sustainable 
part of the wider community.

CAROL SINGING IN 
DENHAM HOMES
Our Senior School and Sixth Form Carol Singers gave the residents of Denham 
Homes an early Christmas present with a series of wonderfully sung carols 
including this rendition of “The Twelve Days of Christmas”.

NATIVITY 
PLAYS
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils put on not one, 
but two fantastic Nativity plays with such confidence 
and passion. This is a short preview – we will have a 
highlights video coming soon as well as the full play 
on our YouTube page!

CHRISTINGLE
CEREMONY
 Our annual Christingle ceremony took place on Friday 
and was as brilliant as ever and we have picked out a 
few of the best pictures from the day!
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JANUARY TO FEBRUARY

Festival of 
public speaking

Half a Sixpence

Hart House dinner

Houses of 
Parliament trip

Junior School Charity fundraising
LVS Junior School raised a staggering £4,001 for 
charities in the Autumn term. One of the charities 
we raised money for was local charity Daisy's 
Dream who we presented a cheque for £1,950. 
Good work all!
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Oh no! Tomorrow is the day of my speech! 
It’s the day of… my first speech. My palms 
are sweating like drops of water running 
from a window. My heart is beating like the 
drums played by a musician. My thoughts 
are filled with “What ifs?” This was me on 
the previous day of my speech. I was very 
nervous and anxious as it was my first ever 
speech. At the same time, I was very excited 
to spread my message to reduce bullying 
across to some students. 

On the day of my speech, an abundance of 
encouragement was showered on me by my 
parents and my friends. I also listened to a lot 
of Marvel soundtracks to give me even more 
confidence. When it was time to give my speech, 
I looked around at the audience and thought 
to myself, “Wow… I am about to spread a very 
important message to all of these people. I am 

about to say a speech where some may benefit 
from it.” This made me think from another point 
of view. We don’t do speeches just for the sake of 
winning something. We do it to spread a message 
to our fellow citizens, who might even benefit. This 
made me deliver my speech with a lot of passion 
and a lot of joy.

For this opportunity, I would like to thank Ms 
Quant for all the hard work that she has put in to 
see her students shine like crown jewels. I would 
also like to thank Mr Kydd and all the other debate 
and public speaking students for helping me 
throughout this wonderful journey.

Gauri won her Intermediate class and a trophy! 
Congratulations!

Gauri Santhosh Year 10

FESTIVAL OF PUBLIC SPEAKING

Shaun David Hutchinson said, ‘Words are 
how others define us, but we can define 
ourselves by any way we choose”. Good 
afternoon everyone. I am standing before 
you to answer a complex question. What is 
bullying? Is it a way in which people express 
or emit their anger and resentment? Is it 
done to gain pleasure and to become socially 
popular? Or, is it just a “hormonal” dilemma? 

According to the Oxford Dictionary, “Bullying is 
the use of strength or power to frighten or hurt 
weaker people”. No. In my opinion, bullying is 
the use of cowardly behaviour to bring down 
strong people so that the intimidator can achieve 
something in life. Bullying is mainly of three 
types: physical bullying, mental bullying and 
cyber bullying. However, they all have one thing 
in common - they crash people’s lives and make 
their confidence and self-esteem very fragile. I am 
here to give all of you a little insight on how the 
victims of bullying feel, the possible reasons for 
bullying and some ways in which we can cope 
with bullying.

Firstly, let us explore the life of a victim and the 
feelings that he or she goes through. Imagine 
walking through the corridors of your school 
with a bright smile, when suddenly a fist comes 
pounding into your face. Imagine being made 
fun of by bystanders about your identity or 
your personality. Imagine seeing horrible and 
dreadful comments about you flooding over the 
internet. How would you feel? One thing which 
we all ignore is the seriousness of bullying and 
the damage that something which we perceive 
to be small can turn out to be a massive matter. 
Bullying can lead to worse situations such as 
depression and anxiety which can even turn into 
suicidal thoughts. Statistically, 7 in 10 children 
aged between 13 and 22 have been a victim of 

cyberbullying. The internet is a place which we 
all love to visit as it is a useful and entertaining 
platform. We, as the people of this generation, 
would prefer to scroll on our phones rather than 
go out and have fun. However, this has caused 
the internet to become a perilous place filled 
with danger which we can be exposed to at any 
second of time.

Secondly, let us investigate the possible reasons for 
bullying. Bullying can occur due to some difficult 
and challenging situations faced by the bully. 
As human beings, we all go through problems 
which we have to face to live in a world like ours. 
The bully could have a difficult home or family 
life which he or she expresses through violence 
and anger. The bully could also be peer pressured 
into doing gruesome actions which could make 
him or her to become uncomfortable and would 
eventually lead that person to bathe in his or her 
own sea of guilt. A bully sees bullying as a defence 
mechanism for all of their problems which gives 
them some sort of relief. To all of you who do so, 
please understand that you are not alone in this. 
There are people who have been in your shoes. If 
you are peer pressured into doing these heinous 

actions, talk to someone who you trust instead of 
bottling up your feelings. Understand that there is 
a solution to every problem.

The third aspect which I am going to explore 
are the methods that we can use to cope with 
bullying. Instead of hiding your personality and 
your own identity, embrace it. Embrace the 
fact that you are a special and different person. 
Imagine a world filled with people who possessed 
the same behaviour as others. If this occurred 
we would be exposed to a dull and tedious 
environment. We are the ones who bring colour 
to a blank canvas. It is easy for people to judge 
others but it takes a tremendous amount of effort 
to make a change in this world. If you feel scared 
or lonely, engage yourself in something that 
motivates you and calms your mind which will 
restore your joy. And finally, even if you are a bully 
or a victim of bullying, talk to a person whom you 
trust and it will feel like a weight has just been 
taken off from your shoulders.

In conclusion, I would like to state that bullying 
cannot be eradicated. However, we do have 
the ability to reduce it. Alone I can do so little. 
Together we can do so much. Understand that 
harming yourself and tying a rope around your 
neck does not solve your problems. To all of you 
who are hurting out there, understand that people 
make comments to put you down and to see 
your tears of pain and suffering roll down your 
cheek. Rise from these comments, like a phoenix 
rising from its own ashes. Instead of letting people 
control you like a puppet, slash off the strings 
using your positive thoughts and be free. 

Gauri Santhosh, Year 10.  
Winner of the intermediate competition for 
a prepared speech.

I am here to give all  
of you a little insight  
on how the victims of 
bullying feel, the possible 
reasons for bullying and 
some ways in which we can 
cope with bullying
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Back in February, Robbie Ellison, James 
Dagan and I took part in the ISA public 
speaking and debating competition. 
It was our first time participating in an 
inter-school debating competition and 
it was a great experience for us all, if 
not a bit daunting. 

We were given several weeks to prepare 
an argument for one debate, whilst the 
rest of the debates we took part in were 
unprepared. Our prepared debate went 
very smoothly, with our arguments 
holding throughout the debate. The 
unprepared debate, however, was more 
a challenge. With only 20 minutes to 
research and prepare an argument for the 
unprepared debate, we were under a lot 
of pressure. 

Despite this, we managed to build strong 
and cohesive arguments, putting up a 
good fight during the debate. Though 
we did not win it, we were all proud of 
how we had done, as it was the first time 
we had participated in an unprepared 
debate. Having been the first debating 
competition I had been a part of, it was a 
real learning experience for me, one that I 
hope will help me in future debates.

Lachlan Thompson, Year 12

Following the two challenging debates 
Robbie, Lachlan and I took part in, we 
moved on to the last part of the event - 
public speaking. 

Originally, the final was supposed to 
include only the members of the most 
successful debating teams. However, as 
a result of absent schools, the event's 
organisers asked each group to send one 
speaker instead of three. The finalists 
could either perform an after-dinner 
speech, a reading from a text of their 
choice or an improvised speech. 

The after-dinner speech I prepared was 
about how the media often controls our 
agenda and how some politicians use it 
to manipulate facts. To my great surprise, 
they announced me as the winning 
speaker for the public speaking part of 
the competition. I was proud to represent 
LVS in this contest, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed both the preparation sessions we 
undertook before the competition and of 
course, the event itself. 

Even if you are only considering joining 
the debating club next year, I can't 
recommend it enough. Ms Quant, Mr 
Kydd, Mr Towl and the other members 
of the club are all such a supportive 
and positive group. The level of your 
experience or English doesn't matter as 
by joining this club, you'll see how it all 
improves dramatically. 

James Dagan, Year 12

ISA PUBLIC SPEAKING AND 
DEBATING COMPETITION Ben Sheppard, Year 11 won the best 

speaker in the senior category of the 
Ascot round of Youth Speaks. 

Since the age range is Year 10-13, this is 
an amazing achievement. The reason the 
photo is late is that the competition took 
place in mock week and our Year 11 pupils 
left after their turn so they were not there 
for the presentations. 

The cup was then taken to be engraved 
and we only recently received it. The other 
members of the team were Maisie Jack and 
Charlotte Powell, also Year 11. In the same 
competition our intermediate team won 
the competition for their age group (Max 
Kelly, Harrison Thomas & Angelina Yu).

ESU Public Speaking Competition LVS 
teams for LiVeS - 30.1.20

In January Rohan Sisodiya, Ben Sheppard, 
Charlotte Powell, Maisie Jack, Angelina Yu 
and Gauri Santhosh took part in the ESU 
public speaking competition. Although 
the team may not have won this was no 
reflection of the effort they put in! The 
overall standard of the competition was 
very high: last year’s national runners-up 
were there and they did not win either! 
Most of our students had not entered such 
a challenging competition at this level 
before and they did brilliantly!

ESU PUBLIC SPEAKING
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In January we performed Kipps: 
A New Half a Sixpence Musical, 
a newer version of the original 
with Tommy Steele. This older 
musical was a hit with the 
students and audiences 
alike with catchy songs 
like ‘Flash Bang Wallop’ 
and ‘Joy of the Theatre’. 

The cast were 
phenomenal and 
were a joy to work 
with. Our first 
time leading man, 
Oliver Allison, was 
outstanding, spending most 
of the show on stage, singing 
and dancing throughout. He 
was a true professional, even 
coping seamlessly with a mic 
fault, dashing off mid song to 
replace it. 

The ‘apprentices’ worked 
beautifully together, 
Sam Langley, Thomas 

Haywood and Bill Cheng 
made a brilliant team 
and worked so well 
on and off stage. 

Kristin Walker and Maya 
Mignot played the two 
ladies fighting for Kipps. 

Both ladies performed 
beautifully and were 
excellent in their respective 
roles of Ann and Helen. 

Each night they never 
failed to deliver outstanding 

vocal performances as well as 
dancing and acting their roles. 

One of my favourite moments 
in the show was the musical 

number ‘Just a Little Touch of 

HALF A 
SIXPENCE
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Happiness’, this cheeky comedy number 
was performed by Ann and Flo, Charlotte 
Reid (Flo) and Kristin were thoroughly 
entertaining each night and had the 
audience in fits of laughter each show, not 
matter how many times they had seen it! 

The show had lots of dance numbers in it 
and I must thank Emilie Lane and Maisie 
Stearns for their support throughout, 
helping the cast pick up some of the more 
difficult numbers. I also have to thank my 
principal dancers for juggling parasols, 
tapping with trays and remembering each 
dance, often when I hadn’t. 

The show ended with a fantastic finale 
number of ‘Flash Bang Wallop’, with 
Jabari Richards leading the song as the 
fantastic photographer, this was certainly 
a highlight of the show. It was followed 
with a reprise lead by Benjamin Beidas in 
the role of Chitterlow, full of charisma, Ben 
brought the house down each night with 

this number as well as performing his other 
musical numbers superbly throughout the 
show. He worked brilliantly with Oliver and 
they made a great duo on stage. 

Maisie Jack was entertaining in her 
role of Helen’s mother, performing 
her melodramatic character perfectly. 
Performing alongside Rudy Livingstone-
Learmonth and Charlotte Bell, who also 
played their upper class characters superbly. 

One last mention goes to Henry Bole, who 
played Shalford, as well as many ensemble 
roles, not only was he fantastic in his role 
but he was also a hugely reliable member 
of the cast and set a brilliant example on 
and off stage for the younger members of 
the cast. 

This was my first time directing a full school 
musical at LVS Ascot and I absolutely 
enjoyed every minute of it. All of the 
cast were fantastic and supported by a 
brilliant backstage crew, led by seasoned 
professional Frances Chappell. 

I was supported by a fantastic production 
team and I am really grateful to all the staff 
who helped, contributed and came to 
watch the show. 

Wishing all those in Year 11 and Year 13 
all the best for the future and hope to see 
them performing again! 

Miss Jessica Clark , Director 
I thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole process rehearsal 
process especially 
learning all of the 
dances. The whole cast 
worked so well together. I have 
made friendships that I hope 
will last a long time

Every performance 
was a boost of energy 
every time, I loved every 
second and did not want 
it to end. When singing 
and dancing through Flash 
Bang Wallop and seeing how 
the audiences reacted and us all 
having a great time put a smile 
on my face. My best memory was 
us having to repeat Flash Bang 
Wallop all again after the bows 
on the last night, and including 
the staff, this made me feel that 
this show will always be a great 
memory and a joy of laughter to 
reminisce about in the future

This was a show I had 
never heard of before 
but after singing 
through all the songs, 
learning all the dances 
and experiencing this show was 
overall a great experience
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Julian Fellowes, George Stiles, and 
Anthony Drewe reinvented “Half a 
Sixpence” for the modern age and 
called it Kipps. This was another 
magnificent LVS Ascot performance 
from the Year 7 to 13 students, with 
impressive vocals across the cast in four 
performances across Thursday 23rd – 
Saturday 25th January.

Setting the scene
The story is set in the last century around 
Arthur Kipps, an overworked draper’s 
assistant working at Shalford’s Bazaar. 
The orphan dreams of a better and more 
accomplished life. When Kipps suddenly 
inherits a fortune, it takes Arthur into 
another society that bewilders him. 
Watching this happen is his old childhood 
sweetheart Ann. She sees how Arthur is 
being forced into a new life by the elegant 
and manipulative Helen Walsingham.  
He could change his status only if he 
believed in himself and listened to the  
nagging Helen.

Arthur invests in a friend’s new play and 
gets talked into letting Helen’s brother 
James look after the rest of his money.

In the play, Arthur is taken across a roller-
coaster of financial fortune and 
relationships. As the play comes 
to an end does Arthur stay rich 
or poor and who does he end up 
with Helen or Ann?

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
musical because it had some 
really catchy tunes that were 
well sung and choreographed, 
and I could see myself singing 
them in the future.  
My favourite part was the 
long finale where the whole 
cast was brought together 
on the stage dancing and 
singing for one  
last time!

As the photographer 
would say ‘Hold it... Flash, 
Bang, Wallop, What a 
Picture’.

By Charlie Attard, 
Year 10

HALF A SIXPENCE
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Sadly Beauty and the Beast was due to 
be performed in June, but the lockdown 
prevented this from happening. 

However, after a very competitive audition 
round of around 80 students, we had cast 
the show before the lockdown started. 

We had started the rehearsals and it was 
lovely to work with such talented and 
enthusiastic cast of Year 5-8 students. Ava 
Murray made a beautiful leading lady, 
Belle, working alongside Monty Latimer 
as The Beast, both delivering seamless 
vocals in their musical numbers. William 
Thompson and Jorge Riberio were the 
perfect double act as Gaston and LeFou 
respectively. I look forward to seeing 
them perform again in the future. Our 
household items led by Harry Thomas as 
Lumiere were a brilliant team, with Isobel 

Hayden (Cogworth), Zara Ahmed (Mrs 
Potts), Carys Mannion (Babette), Sophia 
Bell (Wardrobe) and Lois Davison (Chip) 
working so well together. 

Hats off to all of those who had already 
learnt their songs and lines, you are  
true professionals. 

I really could not have asked for a better 
cast and I cannot wait to work with you  
all again! 

I wish all those leaving LVS Ascot the best 
of luck for the future and I look forward to 
working everyone at LVS in many  
future productions. 

Miss Jessica Clark , Director 

Ava from year 8 was due to play Belle in 
Disney’s Beauty and the Beast which was 
unfortunately cancelled due to Covid.

However, she was determined to give us at 
least one fantastic performance and so here 
she is giving us a wonderful treat with her 
rendition of ‘This is home’ from the play.

We're so impressed with her positive 
attitude as well as her amazing performance 
and think we can all agree she would have 
made a fantastic Belle. Well done Ava. 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
Some of our Sixth Formers got through to the final of the Satro 
Problem Solving Competition after impressively completing an 
activity which draws on their knowledge of D&T and Science.  
The final will take place on the 26th March. Well done team! 

SATRO PROBLEM SOLVING 
COMPETITION 

We had a very fun day celebrating #WorldBookDay today – and it looks like 
some of our teachers may have enjoyed it more than our pupils! 

WORLD BOOK DAY
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A group of Year 8 students spent a day 
at the Houses of Parliament as part of 
their PPE class. Recently, they have been 
studying parliamentary law-making in 
class and this trip was to see where all 
the action they discussed happens! Well 
done to all the students who took part.

YEAR 8 HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT TRIP
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It was only a year ago, I stood here and 
gave you all a speech. It was a speech 
about me and how I got through 
moving from the junior school and into 
hart house. Well now a year on I am 
delighted to say that I still love  
Hart house. 

There is just something about 
us that’s more appealing 
than the brakes or the 
melbourners… I know though 
that the reason our house is 
so special is not just because 
we all have amazing tutors 
or the fact that so far we have 
been doing quite well in all the 
house competitions, although I 
must say that we should have won 
house music. No, Hart is special because 
our house is full of amazing people all of 
whom are different, that’s what makes us 
so special. 

It doesn’t matter if we come from 
different backgrounds or speak a different 
language, we all get on. That’s why Hart 
House is so good.

Anyways. I don’t know how to begin this. 
Let me just say that this year so far has 
been amazing. We all moved up a year, we 
said goodbye to our previous Year 13s and 
welcomed our new year 7s. It felt weird not 
being the youngest in school anymore, 
knowing that we really now had no 

excuses for any potential late 
preps and just lessons in itself 
felt different, it all felt weird 
after having a nine week 
holiday. This was quickly 
headed and we all got back 
into the flow of things.

 Despite coming sixth in 
Sports day last year we picked 

ourselves up again for House 
music. With a fantastic team we 

dominated the stage with Don’t stop me 
now and seriously none of us are able to 
forget Jabari’s hilarious and amazing dance 
solo which I think we can all agree on was 
thoroughly amusing. Not sure his trousers 
were too pleased after though… We also 
had House sport which had some really 
wonderful results. Hart placing .. in house 
hockey and placing .. in House rugby. 
And I'm sure these amazing results will 
continue to flood in throughout the rest of 
this year.

Our house has changed and change isn’t 
something that any of should be afraid 
of. Though the one thing that stayed the 
same is what I think it means to be a part 
of Hart. I’m sure we all can relate when 
I say Hart is not just a name of a house. 
It’s not just about the trophies we win or 
the confidence we show. It’s all about the 
feeling we get when we walk in to tutor. 
That surge of warmth and comfort. The 
sense of belonging. To say hart house is like 
a family would be an understatement. Hart 
house is a family and we are ever growing 
and we will never stop growing. Hart is not 
just a name. It’s a feeling, a fuzzy feeling 
of happiness. Together we make up Hart. 
Together we are Hart.

Harrison Thomas, 8HT1

HART HOUSE DINNER SPEECH
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On 24th and 25th February, the 
pre-school stillness was shattered by 
excited Year 9 students, ready for their 
visit to the Imperial War Museum  
in London. 

After uneventful coach trips to Elephant 
and Castle, students experienced talks with 
museum staff about the Holocaust, looking 
at exhibits housed in the exhibition as 
well as linking the horrific events of Nazi 
Germany to the more recent resurgence in 
anti-semitism in Europe. Students then had 
a self-guided tour with audio guides, to 
reflect on the images and exhibits, around 
the Holocaust Gallery, before having lunch. 

After which, students visited the World 
War One Galleries, commissioned to 
commemorate the centenary of World 
War One, before rejoining the coach to 
return to Ascot. The trip was to enrich 

and consolidate the work that students 
have been completing in Philosophy and 
History and, thanks to their excellent 
behaviour and exemplary interest, 
they gained a deeper 
understanding of the 
events they had been 
studying in the 
classroom.

YEAR 9 TRIP TO THE  
IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM

LVS WOW GROUP 
Reflections from our  
WoW Chairman 
Well, what an interesting and 
challenging year it’s been for everyone! 
Never have those words meant so much.

The 2019/2010 academic year kicked off 
with renewed enthusiasm for the World 
of Work Group. Hot on the heels of our 
previous Routes to the World of Work 
series of activities which included jobs/
careers evenings, a publication about 
career journeys and a bootcamp honing 
employability skills, we opted this year to 
showcase another facet of careers – this 
time that of “entrepreneurship”. 

 Where better than to start than by 
unearthing the amazing entrepreneurial 
talent in our very own parent body. But 
how to reach them and engage them, they 
are busy people?

We started by announcing the relaunch 
of the World of Work LinkedIn Group and 
then we launched a Business Networking 
Breakfast on the LVS Ascot School campus 
for parents (who could resist the delights 
of a cooked LVS Ascot breakfast and the 
chance to meet other local businesses?). 
Each month more parents joined us 
to connect and collaborate and we 

discovered more and more innovative 
businesses on our doorstep led by  
our parents. 

We showed our support for Careers Week 
2020 with so many parents stepping 
up to deliver inspiring talks about their 
businesses and careers at the  
Junior School. 

In true WoW style we offered up 
something extra too: a careers exercise 
that saw the juniors complete a challenge 
that we’d previously run at the Senior 
School. Both pupils and teachers enjoyed 
the session, discovering and better 
understanding their strengths and 
personalities – a key critical element of 
effective team working and leadership.

Not forgetting the Senior School the WoW 
Group hosted a Careers panel with human 
resources representatives from the travel, 
leisure and hospitality industries. We were 
delighted to see past LVS Ascot pupil Oliver 
Sturgeon return to the school to share his 
insights on his entry to work and climbing 
the career ladder.

As the events of 2020 unfolded we 
switched, as did the rest of the world, to 
leaning on technology so we could remain 
connected. Our face to face meetings 

became Zoom meetings, and to support 
the parent body we met more frequently. 

Thinking creatively, we found ways to 
continue to engage with and support the 
school on the critical matters of “Continuity 
of Education” they were facing. The 
WoW group freely shared business world 
technology experiences and considered 
education setting usage. Thankfully due to 
the progressive thinking of Christine and 
her team, the school had already started 
considering how technology could be 
leveraged to improve learning experience 
and outcomes.

Key learnings we’ll take forward are: find 
your inner entrepreneurial spirit, leverage 
the power of every talent in the group, and 
never underestimate the power of peer-to-
peer support – and at any age!

Stay safe, stay well everyone.

Jarmila Yu,  
Founder & Consulting Chief Marketing 
Officer, YUnique Marketing Ltd
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It was honour to receive first place at the Rotary Young Musician of the Year 
competition 2020 which was held at Lvs Ascot. It was a vibrant evening with 
many talented musicians which showed off their incredible performances to the 
audience. It was a tough competition but I am glad that all the hard work paid off. 

Alexandra Skachko, Year 12

Joel in year 11 took over our social media in February. He showed us what a day was 
like in the eyes of a student posting images on our Facebook and Twitter pages. Joel is 
a talented photography student and his work was of excellent quality. 

YOUNG MUSICIAN 
OF THE YEAR

SOCIAL MEDIA 
TAKEOVER

HEAD GIRLS 
FOOTBALL FESTIVAL
In February LVS hosted the Society 
of Head Girls Football Festival and 
welcomed schools from around the area 
to participate in U11, U13 and  
U15 tournaments.  

Our players did really well, winning 
medals in all age groups. 

LVS CAREERS PANEL
In February we hosted a fascinating 
@LVSAscotCareers panel aimed at 
inspiring our Year 12s applying for 
internships this summer, with five of 

them winning a copy of @SRS_Sophie’s 
“From Learner to Earner” for their 
insightful questions posed to the panel.
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KIDZANIA & 
CAREERS WEEK 
Our LVS Juniors spent the day at KidZania London to kick 
off the career’s week. They tried out all different types of 
jobs during the day. The next day we had a series of guest 
speakers come in to speak to our younger pupils about their 
future careers! 

MATHS 
COMPETITIONS
BRONZE CERTIFICATE 
Rodrigo Oxley  
Dha Nraj Gala  
Charlotte Reid  
Nikita Sergeev 
Max Kelly

SILVER CERTIFICATE 
Nat Cotton 

SILVER CERTIFICATE &  
BEST IN YEAR 9
Jessica Liu 
Robin Celi 

SILVER CERTIFICATE, BEST IN 
YEAR 10, BEST IN SCHOOL
Cody Tang 

 

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge 2019-20

LVS MUSIC 
FESTIVAL
In February we hosted our annual LVS Ascot Music Festival 
with huge success. We’re so proud of the talent shown by 
our students and their achievements on the day. Well done 
everyone who participated!
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HOUSE DRAMA
On the 4th of March 2020, LVS hosted its 
annual house drama. This year the students 
were given a period of 15 minutes and could 
use the time in any way they wanted. This 
competition was available from Year 7 to 
Year 13.

As a drama scholar, I enjoy any opportunity 
for performance and especially like house 
drama because of the sense of community 
and teamwork that I get from striving for 
achievement with my house mates. House spirit 
is personally an extremely important part of 
school life. House events like this give us the 
opportunity to learn leadership roles and how 
to work well as an ensemble. I love the process 
of finding a good script, organising rehearsals, 
planning costumes, and ultimately performing 
on the night. It's not just about the performance, 
it's about the process and the experience all of 
us gain from it too. However, nothing beats the 
feeling of butterflies before and after performing 
as a group! I feel so connected to the house and 
ensemble that I cannot express in words how 
proud I feel when all the hard work pays off and 
we achieve something together. 

I am so grateful for performing alongside such 
talented students! And so privileged to be working 
alongside 6th formers; they are truly inspiring to 
me. We were lucky to have a spectacular theatre 
technician from our house, Year 11 Victoria Beattie, 
without whom the performance would not have 
been the same.

The night was full of a wide range of genres and 
ages, a perfect showcase of the variety of the 
students' performance skills.

The most memorable performance to me was 
Coburg’s take on 'The Play That Goes Wrong'. 
They had wonderful chemistry as an ensemble 
and their perfect comedic timing gave the whole 
audience a good laugh 

Our (Kennington's) performance was on a script 
based off a school shooting. A topic very close 
to us as students. Considering the severity of 
the subject it was vital that we performed it as 
wholeheartedly, tastefully, and as respectfully as 
possible. I am delighted to say that we won best 
performance for ensemble and in turn this year's 
house drama. I would also like to mention our 
brilliant solo piece performed by Connie Bole, 
thank you for representing our house and giving a 
great show!

I look forward to seeing the drama events of next 
year and highly encourage all students to  
get involved!

Angelina Yu, Year 9, Kennington House

The Drama department would like to give a huge 
congratulations to all students who were involved 
in representing their houses for this competition. 
The judge Mr Ron Price was incredibly impressed 
by the standard of performance that he saw from 
all houses.

YEAR 9 ISA DRAMA
At the start of the Spring Term 2020, Year 9 
students were asked to choose options for 
their Performing Arts LVS 1 session. Eighteen 
students put their names forward to take 
part in the ISA Drama competition. 

Directed by Mr Sparrow and assisted by Mr Culley 
the cast started to rehearse a stage adaptation 
of Michael Morpurgo’s novel ‘Private Peaceful’. 
This narrative follows two brothers, Tommo and 
Charlie, from boyhood to fighting in the trenches 
during World War 1. The students main challenge 
was to tell story of this full stage adaptation in 

under 25 minutes. The Year 9 cast worked tirelessly 
in their weekly LVS 1 Drama slots and put in hours 
of rehearsal during break, lunchtimes and after 
school! They managed to address the emotional 
turmoil that Tommo experiences during the 
narrative and showed maturity and skills while 
getting to grips with their individual characters. 
The judge’s comments show that the students 
were a credit to the school:

“This piece was made all the stronger for 
watching the cast arrange the set and props 
on stage themselves. They owned the stage, 
placing everything calmly and professionally. 

We were then treated to a strong ensemble 
performance from the cast and well-defined 
performances… The actors playing Tommo 
(Shalok Basra) and his brother Charlie (Archie 
Ingram) portrayed their relationship in the 
trenches with strength and maturity”.

They should all be very proud of what they 
achieved and congratulations need to go to 
Shalok Basra who won the award for Best Boy 
within the Year 9 age category!

YEAR 10 ISA DRAMA
Year 10 students entered a performance 
from ‘The 39 Steps’ by Patrick Barlow which 
was directed by Miss Ring. The students 
rehearsed the performance in rehearsal slots 
after school.

Miss Ring wrote ‘ The play is based on Alfred 
Hitchcock's classic thriller, hilariously adapted 
for the stage by Patrick Barlow. The story follows 
the incredible adventures of the handsome hero 
Richard Hannay, complete with stiff-upper-lip, 
British gung-ho and pencil moustache as he 
encounters dastardly murders, double-crossing 
secret agents, and, of course, devastatingly 
beautiful women...

We were delighted to receive the award for ‘Best 
Humorous Interpretation’ for our performance of 
this brilliant play!

The students involved were:

Sam Langley - Richard Hannay 
Charlotte Reid - Annabella Schmidt 
Maddie Hamilton - Pamela 
Ben Beidas - Professor 
Izzy Cox – Radio announcer
Archie Brown - Crofter 
Maya Mignot - Margaret 
Ashley Gray - Mrs Jordan 
Tilly Stearns - Heavy 1 
Enriqueta Acuna - Heavy 2 

The judge wrote: A strong and confident start 
to this piece with the fun and comedy shining 
through from the very beginning. The audience 
settles down to enjoy all the performances and 
to watch the story unfold with humour and pace. 
We laughed a lot. There was a great ensemble feel 
to the cast and a madcap cartoon capers style 
emerged. The script was very well written with 
lots of humour and interpretation with ‘over the 
top’ accents. The costumes worked well and to 
good effect with multiple characters emerging. 
The cast applause to the technical crew did not go 
unnoticed and was nice to see.

Miss Ring and the Drama department are 
incredibly proud of all of the students involved in 
both performances and would like to thank them 
all for their dedication to the performances. We 
had so much fun putting these performances 
together and are delighted with the awards 
we have received. We would also like to thank 
parents and guardians for their support in coming 
to watch the students and also to Wokingham 
Theatre for providing the costumes.

We are looking forward to another successful year 
in the 2021 competition!
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SKIING TRIP TO ITALY
This year’s ski trip was to San Martino di 
Castrozza, Trentino, Italy. The quality of the 
skiing was first class, the range of slopes 
available on the mountain was very well-
suited to all abilities on the trip and the 
behaviour of the students was exceptional 
throughout. It really was a wonderful week. 

With the resort only a few hours from Venice we 
thought we would take that opportunity to pay 
the famous city a visit. So, as soon as we were 
off the plane, we met our friendly rep Francisco 
and headed to the ferry to make the short trip 
across the water. We arrived right in the middle 
of carnival season and the place was packed 
with loads of weird and wonderful costumes 
and characters. The students spent some time 
exploring the city and their spent their money on 
strange things!

The next day we were headed for the mountains 
and just a few hours after leaving Venice we 
announced our arrival by treating the locals 
to a surreal rendition of the school hymn sung 
by the Year 11s and 12s (at the back of the bus, 
of course). The place we would call home for 
the next week was the picturesque village of 
San Martino di Castrozza. It is exactly what you 
would hope for – a very safe little village for the 
students to explore with lots of independent 
shops and cafes for them to spend their money 
(wisely or otherwise). 

The whole week on the slopes was wonderful 
and we were blessed with fantastic weather, 
good food and most of all, amazing skiing! This 
was one ski trip where everybody improved 
throughout the week and that was something 
that was very rewarding for the teachers as it 
does not always happen. 

Although there were a few cautionary hospital visits 
the whole week went without any major injuries 
which, frankly, is a miracle considering the fact that 
Harvey’s only goal appeared to be shattering the 
land speed record in a quest that led to him being 
labelled “a crazy man” by his instructor of 25 years’ 
experience who thought he had seen it all. Oh well, 
at least he impressed Tanya.

After 7 days of snow, skiing, ice-skating, pizza, 
ice-creams, late night reminders, new card 
games, lost gloves, but most of all fun and 
laughter, we made our way back from a trip that 
we’ll never forget.

I would personally like to thank Miss Pye, Mrs 
McAuley, Mr Key and all of the students for 
making my final LVS ski trip the best one of all.

Mr James Paterson 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
CHICKS HATCH
In March we saw the first of our duckling eggs hatched this 
lunchtime to the amazement of our youngest pupils, who will get to 
meet them in just a few days. They will stay with us for the next two 
weeks – so stay tuned!
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ECO FASHION SHOW
Throughout the year The Eco Club create 
the banners to promote our events around 
our campus, such as open days, the LVS 
Ascot Music Festival and the LVS Ascot 
Dance & Drama Festival.

And as part of our push to be more 
environmentally sustainable and set the best 
example possible to all our students, we will host 
our very own Eco-Fashion show which will display 
recycled garments only. The Eco-Fashion Show 
was there to highlight the importance of reusing 
and recycling as well as raising money for charity. 
Thank you to Mrs Robinson for all your hard work 
behind the scenes. 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
In the build up to International Women’s 
Day this year, the LRC dedicated display full 
of books written by inspirational women 
throughout history, all of which have been 
available for our students to read and draw 
motivation from!

Well done to William Vincent who will 
competed in the 2020 Ginetta Junior 
Championship– we’re all very excited to see 
how you get on in the future!

FUTURE RACING STAR
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ROTARY YOUNG WRITERS 
COMPETITION 2020 CONNECTIONS
Barnaby Wilson the man who 
was never late!
In central London, a troop of men strutted 
down the pavements while pigeons called 
above making quite a racket. One of those 
men were named Barnaby Wilson, known 
for never being late, but little did he know 
what that very day would bring.
A few moments later Barnaby and the troop 
came to a halt as they all gazed upon a 
remarkably tall building. They all stared at it for 
at least five minutes until finally one of the men 
shouted, “I still can’t believe we are having our 
very first meeting here”! All the men agreed then 
another said “It is the best thing I have ever seen.” 
After a long while of gossiping and some even 
squealing they entered what they called a 
palace. They were right, everything absolutely 
everything was pure gold! The troop took the 
elevator (because there was no way the were 
going to take the stairs when they all needed to 
go to the top floor).
It only took a few buttons till they reached the 
top floor. Of course the room they were entering 
was way better than the others because it was 
the very top and the top deserves the best.
Their meeting then took place when the boss 

entered the room. The boss was as tall as the 
building and probably weighed as much too! 
After a whole hour during the meeting Barnaby’s 
phone suddenly buzzed in his pocket startling 
him in shock. He then put his mobile on silent. 
But the phone just kept buzzing with messages 
until whoever it was decided to call him. So he 
stood up interrupting the important meeting 
and with a tingle climbing down his spine he 
blurted ‘excuse me gentleman but I really need 
to take this call’. 

All the men glared at one and other and excused 
him for just this once. Mr Wilson sprinted to the 
corner of the room and answered the phone 
placed, it to his ear and this is what he heard. 
“The baby is coming hurry I can not hold on 
much longer!” screamed Barnaby’s wife. “I am 
coming, just wait a second” he replied. They then 
both hung up and as quick as a flash Barnaby left 
the building without permission from the boss 
and sprinted to the nearest station! 
First Mr Wilson grabbed a ticket from the lady 
behind the counter and waited for his train. His 
train felt like it took forever to arrive, until at last 
it came for him. Barnaby sat on the train but was 
so worried he kept fidgeting. His train came to a 
sudden halt but before it could stop Mr Wilson 
leapt further than a frog off the train and onto 
the platform. He dashed to another ticket desk 

and grabbed one more ticket, this time it was a 
man behind the counter. This time the train was 
very quick this time because Barnaby Wilson who 
is never late was late! 
On and off the network of trains he went until 
he was only a few miles away from the hospital 
where his wife had been waiting. He waited on 
the pavement until a taxi finally came. 
He hopped in and the taxi suddenly came 
to a sudden stop. He peered over the drivers 
shoulder to see an extremely slow, old lady 
crossing the road and when she had crossed the 
taxi started to move but then stopped because 
a mother was pushing a pram with a very noisy 
baby inside. 

After everyone had finally finished crossing the 
road, and the taxi had pulled up at the hospital 
entrance, Barnaby thanked the driver and paid 
him. He dashed to the reception and arrived in 
his wife’s ward!

Barnaby’s wife was thrilled and relived that 
her husband had made it on time and a few 
moments later a baby was born a little boy!
Now there lives a happy family a mum, a son, 
and a dad named Barnaby Wilson: a man who is 
never late!

By Emily Strange! 5R

The Girl who had  

no Connections
Izzy had a lonely, miserable life and she 

simply did not know what to do! She could 

not walk, talk move her hands or her legs at 

all! She could only just about move her eyes, 

eat, drink and think. She started to wonder 

why was she like this? It was not her fault. 

Every day, she wished more and more that 

she was like all of the other kids, walking, 

talking and best of all they could play.

It all started in Morocco, when she was ten. It was 

her first holiday. After a beautiful time playing 

among the golden sand on the sun speckled 

beach, Izzy and her family got back on the plane; 

She felt ever so tired and fell asleep. She never 

woke up the same way again. 

The next morning she woke up and slowly 

opened her eyes. She went to get out of bed, and 

she couldn’t. She tried to shout, she couldn’t. Izzy 

felt scared laying there in her new silent form. At 

9 o’clock her parents rushed into her. They were 

terrified when they found that she was only able 

to eat, drink, move her eyes and think. Distraught, 

they called an ambulance and she got taken into 

hospital for 16 months. 

After loads of testing they still did not know what 

had happened to Izzy. After they got home, they 

decided that when Izzy was well enough to 

go they would put her in a school for disabled 

children. When they got there they found there 

was no one like Izzy. All of the girls there ignored 

her until a girl called Amber came into their class 

after break who had a paralyzed arm as their 

saw each other they both knew that they would 

become best of friends. 

Slowly Amber plucked up the courage to tell Izzy 

that she wanted to become friends. She knew that 

Izzy could not reply so Amber thought that she 

would want to and gave her a one-armed hug. 

Lunch time came and Amber wheeled Izzy into 

the hall and fed her then she wheeled her outside 

and showed her all the flowers in the school 

garden. Slowly but surely, they became closer, so 

Izzy and Amber went everywhere together. Every 

day Amber showed Izzy something new. Izzy 

could not tell Amber how much she loved being 

with her. That was when she started to cry and 

although Izzy could not tell Amber she knew that 

it was because she could not talk to her. She felt 

like she was alone. Amber suddenly had an idea 

why don’t they make a language where Izzy uses 

her eyes to talk, Izzy’s eyes lit up.

The next day as Izzy got wheeled into the 

playground Amber ran up to her and told her 

that overnight, she had made up the language, 

a different eye movement for each letter and 

another one for a space. Once Izzy and Amber 

learnt the new language. Amber taught it to Izzy ‘s 

and her parents so Izzy could communicate with 

them. Izzy was happy and no longer alone. 

By Evie Nestle – Fox Junior School

This year saw a number of entries in 
what has become a most successful 
writing competition initiated by the 
Rotary club of Ascot. 

Students were given the topic: 
Connections to express their creativity in 
the categories of short stories, poetry and 
non-fiction. The most popular responses 
were from the short story genre. Students 
interpreted the subject of connections in 
a variety of ways, and this was displayed 
through imaginative and innovative styles 
including family bonds, science fiction, 
arguments, fantasy, and sport. 

With over a hundred entries, selecting 
the most inspiring pieces of writing was a 
difficult decision but eventually our winners 
were chosen by our external judges. 

The winners of the senior category were 
Vidhi Pankhania (first place); Maya Mignot 
(second place) and Chloe Donellan (third 
place). In the Intermediate category the 
winners were Oscar Brown (first place); 
Freya Ruffels (second place) and third place 
was Noah Witcomb. In the junior category, 
the winners were Evie Nestle-Fox (first 
place); Emily Strange (second place) and 
third place Sophie Newell.

Congratulations to all the students who 
entered and entertained us with their 
writing skills – we look forward to the 
results from the local heats. The awards 
for the winners and the certificates for 
all participants will be presented in 
September 2020, courtesy of the Rotary 
Club of Ascot. 

We invite participants to start drafting their 
entries for the 2021 competition and the 
subject will be:

My Happiest Day. ‘Keep writing!’

Reported by Nicola Rowley
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And the Oscar for Best Picture goes to… 
Parasite. A Korean film winning Best Picture 
at the Academy Awards. How long ago 
that seems. It was the inspiration behind 
LVS Ascot International Day 2020, which 
was to be based around films from around 
the world. The films had been purchased, 
students had chosen the title they wanted 
to watch, the assembly had been written 
and rehearsed and the workshops were 
ready to go. Lights, camera, no action. 
Lockdown began. School closed on 20th 
March, International Day itself, with many 
of our international students having already 
returned home. 

So, what has life for our international students 
been like in lockdown? In many ways, similar to 
all of you. Hours spent attending online lessons, 
hours spent learning to use Teams, “Can you hear 
me?” “Unmute your microphone” “It’s still loading” 
“my screen’s frozen” “I can’t hear you” “Why have 
you got a book about Russia on your bookshelf?” 
“I can’t find it” “Go to class notebook, collaboration 
space, it’s called ‘If sentences’, copy it into your 
own notebook”. All familiar to us now. Being an 
international student however, has also thrown 
up slightly more unusual challenges as well as lots 
of fun.

Several students spent the first two weeks 
attending lessons from isolation hotels, what 
great dedication, or was it boredom that led them 
to log on to hear their teachers frantically trying 
to ‘share screens’ and recordings? Maybe it was 
just comedy value in these early days? There was 
the sixth former who spent what seemed like 
months tracking down her luggage that was lost 
‘somewhere in Russia’. Many long journeys home 
as traditional flight routes were changed. There 
was the “it’s 2am here ma’am, can we have the 
lesson tomorrow?” – sorry James. Not to mention, 
“I couldn’t come to the lesson yesterday as I had to 
have a Covid test” – same person, three times… 
There were tears of joy as Spanish people were 
finally allowed to go outside; shared moments of 
fun as my English class, upon seeing a picture of 
Queen, burst into Bohemian Rhapsody – perfectly 
out of tune together from Ukraine, Russia, China, 
Korea and Hong Kong. I’m sure Freddy would have 
been proud. Doing PE with Joe Wicks in isolation 
in Korea and being hungry because mum had 
decided to take your sister to a theme park rather 
than drop food at your quarantine hotel door.

Finally, my two favourites. I was teaching one 
particular Russian student before lunch and then 
immediately after lunch for a different subject. The 
earlier lesson finished well but when he returned 

he was angry. When I asked why, he said he was 
hungry as he’d gone to the local shop for chewing 
gum and been stopped and taken to the police 
station where he had spent his entire lunch time 
being questioned before being let go just in time 
for his lesson. No explanation given. On a lighter 
note, there was the message that came through 
to a colleague, “Sorry ma’am, I can’t do the 
assessment now, I’m in a ship close to Ibiza”. I’ve 
heard some excuses….

And so back to the International Day that never 
was. Thank you to all those who put in so much 
hard work, in particular to Anna Wang and most 
especially a huge thanks to Emily Lee. As well 
as helping to organise the day, Emily had the 
wonderful idea of the LVS community producing 
a piece of art dedicated to the people of Wuhan, 
who at that time were suffering terribly with the 
reality of Covid 19. Staff and students came to 
the Art department and produced their own 
representation of a country of their choice. Thank 
you to all who contributed and to Rebecca 
Sandford for sewing together all the individual 
pieces. Unfortunately, with lockdown looming, it 
didn’t quite get finished but pictured here you can 
see the work as it stands.

To our whole LVS community, welcome back.

By Charlotte Dawson

INTERNATIONAL DAY 2020

SPORTS FINAL ROUND-UP

Another great weekend for Freya (even if 
it was in the mud), coming 31st in the UK/ 
out of 4000 runners at Loughborough. As 
part of the Berkshire team she also gained 

a bronze medal! 

Another superb achievement, 
congratulations to Kaiden who went to 

Morgado in Portugal to play in the Home 
Nations Golf Championship. His team 

from Windlesham qualified against 2000 
other clubs last to represent England in 
this tournament and they came 2nd! @

WindleshamGolf 

We hosted the Society of Heads Girls 
Football Festival and welcomed schools 

from around the area to participate in U11, 
U13 and U15 tournaments.  

Our players did really well, winning medals 
in all age groups.

Our U18A’s reverted back to their winnings 
ways with a 50-7 victory this afternoon 

against Shiplake College

Amazing time had by all at Surrey Sport 
Park for our gifted and talented students

Great first live morning workout with the 
Year 7 girls run by Mrs Pearce!

LVS Ascot staff 
and pupils 
presented 
a football 
challenge. 

Fantastic video 
put together by 

Mr Cowell.
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KEW HOUSE REFLECTIONS
Reflecting on Kew House over the past 
academic year has seen the boys of Kew 
tackling challenges head on and embracing 
every opportunity that has been given  
to them. 

When I take a minute to reflect on what has been 
achieved in House from in-house 
activities and the endless pool 
competitions to outside when 
we go on trips together, the boys 
in Kew have lived up to what 
being a Boarder at LVS Ascot really 
entails. This is camaraderie and a 
sense of being apart of a large and 
supportive family. 

We celebrate a vast range of 
Boarders in Kew from a variety of 
different countries, speaking a range 
of languages and coming from different 

backgrounds, but the sense of sticking together 
through the highs and lows is something that I 
have been extremely proud in witnessing over the 
past year. 

Being both a Junior and Senior boys Boarding 
House, means the Kew boys have never have a 

dull moment and I want to say a 
huge well done for the way that 
they have thrown themselves into 
every activity and House event that 
we have put on for them. 

The sense of pride that the Kew 
Boarders have in their Boarding 
House is phenomenal and each day 
they collectively help make it the 
happy and fun place that it is. 

I would like to say a special thank you 
to Mr Miccoli, Mr Adebiyi and to Mrs 

Moore for their help and support in the running 
of Kew House over the past academic year. 
Without their time and effort, Kew House would 
not be the brilliant House as it is today. It certainly 
takes a team to make something work, playing 
on everybody’s strengths in making something 
a success. They have certainly played their part 
in the journey of Kew House this year, so a huge 
thank you goes to them! 

As we embark on a new academic year, I am 
confident that Kew House will continue to grow 
and develop as a fun place to live. A home from 
home environment for our boys who are new on 
their Boarding journey. I am excited to continue as 
Housemaster into the new year and I look forward 
to continuing to help make it the welcoming place 
to be! 

Mr B Hunt, Housemaster of Kew House)

HART HOUSE REFLECTIONS
This year Hart house chose to support Team 
trees. This charity was started by YouTube 
celebrity Jimmy Donaldson in collaboration 
with The Arbor Day Foundation. This is a 
fundraising campaign that's encouraging 
people to donate to help plant 20 million 
trees around the world. 21 million trees 
have been planted all over the world and the 
numbers are still growing. Hart house raised 
£450 pounds which equates to 575 trees. 

We had another successful house dinner where 
students celebrated a Chinese New year theme 
with fortune cookies, a Chinese themed dinner 
and games. Well done to all of the house for your 
achievements this year I am looking forward to 
seeing what 2021 has to offer for us.

Mrs Rebecca Sandford 

THAT SPECIAL PLACE
Every day it changes. That special place. 
That haven. That hell. That place that has 
the best moments of my life, and the worst. 
Do you every just stop and look and wonder 
and just…. cry. Breakdown. Give up on life. 
But then suddenly see the beauty of life as 
you would never see it before. That’s my 
special place. It has been mine since I was 
born. I have never wanted another. To stare 
at it now, 14 years from when I first saw it, is 
phenomenal. It has gone through a range 
of different backgrounds; from Winne the 
Pooh, to pink, and now to beige. You can see 
how much I’ve grown up, right?

Oh why, oh why, oh why do I find it so unusual to 
look at? Is it because my mind floods with dreadful 
memories of my sins and mistakes? Or is it because 
the memories, where of realisation and fear haunt 
me in my sleep, and drag the demons I once knew 
out of the cage and into my brain. Yet again I saw 
it, the beautiful goal of life.

This special place has had me feeling on edge, 
alone and even happy. It has made me feel as if 

I’m the only one who will truly 
understand what this place means 
to me, well…. obviously I would be 
the only one to understand it, but 
still. In this place, I found heartbreak 
and an overwhelming sea of emotions 
that crushed me into a thousand little 
pieces. In this place, I found people that are not 
willing to waste their time on such an insignificant 
girl like me. A girl that will bring them to their feet 
with her accomplishments. A girl that will stand 
up to their bullying. A girl….

Like me.

In this place, I found simplicity and harmony. In 
this place, I found love and pride from the people 
that really matter. I found secrets, good ones, the 
ones of my best friends and my family. The first 
time I held my brother was here. The last time 
I said “I love you” to my great grandad. The first 
time my mum and I had a girl talk about my first 
crush. The last crush I ever had. The first celebrity 
crush I had! A different celebrity crush (even now!) 
because the other was married or had a girlfriend. 
My different phases I went through; goth, nerdy, 

and yes…. the “wanting to be a 
princess” phase!

I love the fact that it has changed, 
that special place, but I want it to be 

back the way it was. Back to simplicity 
and my Winnie the Pooh wallpaper. Back 

when I was naïve and ignorant of the dangers of 
the world. When all I saw in the world was good. 
Nothing was ever bad. But the change could’ve 
been a lot worse, or a lot better. I’m glad it went 
the way it did because, it made me the young lady 
I am today.

In this place I found peace. In this place I found 
love. I found hate, and to be hated. The first time I 
broke down into tears and lost all hope in myself 
and lost all findings. My treasures, this peace. This 
serenity, this haven. Was all lost because of that 
one moment. I built it up when I found this hope 
again, I found everything I lost back.

In this place I found…. me.

By Vidhi Pankhania, 10HT2
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HAMPTON HOUSE REFLECTIONS
Hampton House continues 
to be a strong example of 
camaraderie through much 
change and the big ups and 
downs of this academic year. 
Even during the lockdown, the 
boys continue to support each 
other and the staff. 

Some have been showing off their 
baking skills and other some skills we 
didn’t know they possessed in DIY. We 
continue to partake in lots of sports together 
in the evenings and at weekends, dodgeball 
continues to be a firm Friday night favourite and the 
passion shown during the annual inter-boarding 
house dodgeball competition really showed 
Hampton at its best. 

Even if the cup was stolen by Blenheim, obviously 
a very bad referee decision (not that we are bitter 
at all)! Hampton continue to enjoy trips to activities 
such as footgolf, ice skating, GoApe, snowtubing, 

axe throwing and archery. We have 
missed not being able to have our usual 
summer BBQs and slip ‘n’ slide sessions, 
along with the annual paintballing 
and GoKarting trips, however, the staff 
along with the new Prefect team are 
busy planning for next year. 

Quotes from Lockdown

From a Year 10 - Quarantine has taught 
me how much I really rely on my friends in 

the boarding house to keep me going!

From a Year 10 – A good memory of Hampton 
would have to be the induction we had, where the 
boys who were about to transition came over to 
Hampton and spent a few hours on the Slip and 
Slide to get to know those already there and to have 
a look at our new dorms.

From a Year 10 - For me, Hampton house isn’t just 
a place to sleep, for me it is a community of caring 
people, who make mature young adults, out of 
immature boys.

From a Year 10 - Hampton is place where you learn 
patience, maturity and initiative. Hampton is not just 
a house, it’s a family.

From the New House Captain – Your limitations in 
Hampton House is only the start! 

From a Year 10 - Coming into Hampton house I 
wasn’t sure what to expect but as soon as I stepped 
in through the doors and as I was greeted I knew 
that I was definitely going to enjoy my time in 
Hampton house. Hampton house is a really nice 
family and I really enjoy when we all get together to 
do activities as a house.

Mr James Wilder, Boarding Housemaster of 
Hampton House
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BUCHANAN HOUSE REFLECTIONS
We started the year with our new Year 7 
fledglings taking to the stage to represent 
Buchanan House in the music competition. 
They were fearless and worked ever so hard 
to give a great performance, making me and 
their mentor, Charlotte Powell, very proud of 
them. I look forward seeing their confidence 
develop further next year. Our 
team of Shalok Basra and Zaki 
Marsali wowed the audience 
with their convincing and dark 
performances for  
House Drama. 

The House Debating evening 
showcased an excellent, well-
rehearsed and confident team effort 
from Rohan Sisodiya, Gauri Santhosh 
and Charlotte Powell, with Charlotte 
winning the Best Chair of the evening. 

Our sports teams have tried hard in the new 
format for House sports events, which have mainly 
taken place during their PE lessons this year. 
Unfortunately, our sporting year has been very 

short due to the lockdown, so not all were able 
to have their chance to shine in their favourite 
sporting events.

Our Year 11 and 13 have not had the opportunity 
to celebrate these important milestone years in 
the usual way. However, I have been heartened 

to listen to and read their good-
humoured comments on the online 
teams. I wish them the very best 
for their results in the summer and 
hope for us all to be able celebrate 
together in the new academic term 
and allow Zaki and Jasmine, our 
Heads of School, make their  
farewell speeches. 

I have been proud of the resilience 
our students have shown and their 

incredible ability to adapt to a new way 
of working and learning. Their ability to 

communicate and work online across the world, 
showing that we are truly a school family that is 
eager and determined to maintain its contact with 
every member.

This has indeed been an unprecedented year and I 
have not had an academic year anything quite like 
it in my 24 years of teaching. Certainly, a historic 
event that we will all talk about for years to come. 

Wishing you good health and happiness.

Mrs Carol Robinson,  
Buchanan Housemistress

Buchanan House hosted a lovely Easter 
themed first dinner in March. We had a guess 
the tutor portrait and artist competition and 
'where is the Easter Bunny hiding' photo 
competition, along with the ever favourite 
music quiz. 

Students were able to get the bunny ears on 
and hop along to our selfie booth for some 
springtime fun pictures. It was a lovely event and 
our opportunity to celebrate a successful year 
including our excellent charity day the day before.

Mrs Robinson, Head of House

COBURG HOUSE REFLECTIONS
What a year it has been, Coburg and how 
quickly normality can change for us all. 
The academic year was progressing quite 
as normal and then everything was turned 
on its head, but you have all risen to the 
challenge – well done.

I thought I would mention a few 
of our events this year.

Harvest Box  
Thanks to all students who helped 
to create the tutor boxes and 
brought contributions which were 
very warmly received by the local 
Foodbank. 9CO1 did exceptionally 
well and were one of the two 
winners this year – in fact their 
contribution was so heavy, it took 
more than one person to lift it!

House Charity  
This year Coburg chose the local White Lodge 
Charity to support with their fundraising efforts. 
Taking place in October did not give us much time 
to prepare, but on the day the students (with help 
from their tutors!) raised an impressive £773.61 – it 
just shows what can be achieved when everyone 
works together for a common goal. Later in the 
term we were very lucky to have a visit from 
representatives of the charity to explain to the 
House just how much good their money will do 
for the local community. 

House Dinner  
This year’s House dinner had a Hollywood theme 
and it was a wonderful opportunity to get 
together as a community and get dressed up – as 
always there were some stunning outfits. Thanks 
to all those who helped with the organisation and 
set up on the day, but especially to Archie Ingram 
from Year 9 who put together a very entertaining 
Film Music Quiz for the evening which was much 
enjoyed by everyone. Thanks also go to Ms. Wilde 
for her administrative help setting up the event. 
The evening was a great success and had over 130 
people attending – fantastic!

 

Intermediate House Music 
House Music took place in November and 
although we had a small team this year it was 
great to see such enthusiasm from the Year 7 
students to volunteer and take part. Hopefully 
they enjoyed their time in the spotlight and will 
be keen to relive the experience next year! I was 

very sad to miss the occasion – but 
I look forward to attending next 
year and seeing how you have all 
progressed. Well done to Owen, 
Sophia, Katy-May, Leyton, Hamilton, 
Alice and Elsie – great work!

House Public Speaking 
The Coburg team of Kimberley 

Harvey, Alice Padrick and DJ Gala 
did a fantastic job in this competition, 

especially as this was the debut for 2 
of the team. Although they did not win, 

they acquitted themselves admirably and grew 
in confidence throughout the preparation and 
this experience will surely help them to go on 
to greater success in the future – perhaps even 
joining the school public speaking team? 

House Drama  
This was a true highlight of the year for me 
and indeed my time a Housemaster – what an 
amazing performance of The Play That Goes 
Wrong – absolutely hilarious and very well 
performed. Well done to the whole House 
Drama team for getting involved in this – Archie, 
DJ, Marcia, Lara, Emily and of course our House 
Captain, Owen – who demonstrated inspirational 
leadership and set the right standard by taking 
part himself.

Bags2School 
In March LVS ran its second Bag2School event of 
the year. This time 7CO1 did a fantastic job raiding 
their wardrobes for unused clothes and were the 
top donators and richly deserved their edible 
reward! Well done to Daniel Pickard especially for 
his exceptional effort here!

House Sport  
Sporting competitions continue to be well 
supported with lots of volunteers to take part. 
Unfortunately, many competitions have not taken 
place this year, but we look forward to their return 
in 2020-21. With thanks to our other House Captain 
Sohit who got it all together when called upon!

Mrs. Bennett 
Mrs. Bennett joined LVS and the House in 
September 2018 and took over a Year 11 tutor 
group for whom she proved to be a very 
dedicated tutor. In the past year she has been 
tutor to 09CO1 and again demonstrated her firm 
but compassionate approach. Mrs. Bennett left 
LVS at May half-term and will take up a new post 
at another school in September. The House thanks 
her for her contributions over the past two years 
and wishes her well in the future.

Miss Betteridge

It was a very sad occasion to see Miss. Betteridge 
leave the House at May half term. Miss. Betteridge 
was Coburg’s Assistant Housemistress for 2018-
2019 and then a Year 10 tutor for 2019-2020. Her 
time with Coburg does not reflect the impact 
she had nor the, often unseen, effort that she put 
in for us all. A huge loss to Coburg but a great 
achievement to be promoted to Housemistress of 
Coburg. Well done.

Finally, I am left to say – thank you all for your 
efforts and see you all soon!
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KENNINGTON HOUSE REFLECTIONS
I had the absolute pleasure of taking on 
the role of HM of Kennington House in 
September 2019. I was very excited about 
this as pastoral care is something I am very 
passionate about as a teacher and was 
looking forward to getting my teeth stuck 
into the role. I am lucky that 
Kennington has a group of 
experienced tutors leading 
each of the tutor groups and 
they welcomed me warmly 
at the start of the academic 
year. There are many things I 
am proud of this year within 
the House so I’d like to take a 
moment to mention some of 
them now.

I have been so impressed by the Year 13 
students in Kennington. They really went 
over and above in their support of me and of 
the house and were always there when I needed 
them to get involved in competitions or to lead an 

initiative within the house. I honestly couldn’t have 
asked for a better group of young people or form 
tutors in Mrs Westwood and latterly Mr Moore. I 
will always remember the 6th formers faces when 
doing an assembly reflecting on the start of a new 
decade in January when I mentioned to them 

that in a decade’s time they will be 
approaching 30! Priceless.

I led on organising my first Charity 
day and House dinner in November 
2019. These were fantastic events 
and the house really pulled 
together to raise an amazing 
amount of money for WaterAid and 
create a brilliant night of fun and 

laughter. I introduced ‘tutor karaoke’ 
as the musical entertainment for the 

evening and it was very well received. 
There were some stunning entries and I 

was particularly pleased to see a large number 
of tutors getting involved too, showing true 
Kennington spirit. I do hope this continues next 

year! Mrs Westwood provided a “photbooth” for 
us to take some great photos and I am grateful for 
those memories now.

In all events this year Kennington fielded entries 
and strong teams and when school closed 
we were sitting in 2nd place in the house cup 
competition. I am so proud of our young people 
for getting involved, supporting the house and 
pushing themselves out of their comfort zones. 
There has been a particular group of Year 9 
students this year who have really gone over and 
above in their commitment to events and I’d like 
to thank them all so much for their efforts. Sadly 
I am leaving LVS Ascot this year and so will not 
have the pleasure of continuing to work with 
these amazing young people. They will continue 
to go from strength to strength and I know the 
house is in safe hands under the leadership of the 
incoming HM Miss Betteridge. Good luck for the 
future everyone, I will miss you!

BRAKE HOUSE REFLECTIONS
We have had a most successful 
year in Brake House. I was 
delighted to welcome lots of new 
students into our House. 

In what seems like no time at all they 
settled in and committed themselves 
to the House. They have all worked 
well since September and we have 
been able to produce a strong and 
united group within the school. Brake 
students have consistently proved willing to 
take an active role in House activities and have 
shown themselves to be dedicated, flexible and 
incredibly supportive of each other.

This particular academic was 
not without its challenges but it 
has been a source of great joy to 
me that we have come together 
as a House. I include students, 
tutors and parents when I send 
out a big thank you for all your 
hard work, support and good 

humour that have helped us in 
theses difficult times.

Mrs Treasa Bason

MELBOURNE HOUSE REFLECTIONS
Melbourne House have had another very 
successful year. Our year started with a very 
successful House charity day raising money 
for Ocean Clean Up, a charity voted on by the 
House, after a presentation from one of our 
House captains, Kristin. We raised a grand 
total of £589 which has gone to help clear our 
oceans of plastic.

This was followed by a lovely House dinner the 
following day, the house came 
together for a lovely evening of 
entertainment including a music 
quiz where the teachers got  
quite competitive.

 We have had another successful 
year of House competitions. I am 
particularly proud of the number 
of students from Year 7-9 who took 
part in Intermediate House Music 
this year. The majority of the students 
in Melbourne from these year groups 
performed ‘Drops of Jupiter’ lead by Monty 
Latimer. I am really pleased they all took part and 
contributed to winning 1st place. Monty also 
performed ‘Rocket Man’ and Thomas Haywood 
performed ‘Star Wars Theme’ on his trumpet, 
outstanding performances by both boys.

House Drama, this year combined from Years 7-13, 
saw many talented House members take to the 
stage. Monty, Thomas, Ben and Archie performed 
extracts from ‘Blood Brothers’, portraying the 
younger and older twins respectively. Maisie won 
Outstanding Girl award for her monologue and 
Year 10 and 12 girls, Tilly, Charlotte, Izzy and Maisie 
performed ‘Girls That Like’, all contributing to our 
second place, a huge well done to everyone  

who performed!

Sport has also had many successes 
this year, we combined with Coburg 
coming 1st in Rugby, and thanks 
goes to Alfie, our House captain, for 
organising the teams for this. We 
have also had success in several other 
sporting events across the year. This 
has continued into the lockdown 

period where we have come second 
in both the keepy uppy challenge and 

the LaS Vegas challenge. Well done to 
everyone who took part in these.

During lockdown many students have worked 
hard to take part in school events such as the 
Loo Roll Challenge, Holly Brady (Year 7) created a 
brilliant garden from toilet rolls and won 1st place. 
Eshaan Sinha (Year 7) has been growing wonderful 
vegetables and taking part in the Grow For It 
competition. Many students took part in the sports 

challenges and I am grateful to everyone who has 
continued to support the House and get involved.

Before school closed we had the House Debating 
competition, Tilly Stearns, Charlotte Reid and Maisie 
Jack represented Melbourne and took home the 
Debating Cup. I am very proud of the three of them 
for working so well as a team. Maisie moves on to 
study performing arts next year and we wish her all 
the best, I know she will be fantastic.

I have thoroughly enjoyed being Head of 
Melbourne once again this year, and although I am 
disappointed not to have ended the year with the 
usual celebrations, I know there are many things 
to look forward to next year. I want to thank the 
outgoing House captains, Alfie Lawley and Kristin 
Walker for all their help and support throughout 
the year; and I welcome the incoming captains, 
Stephanie Hazzard and Matthias Temmink, who 
have already started working hard in the  
lockdown period.

Wishing all those in Year 11 and Year 13 who are off 
to pastures new all the best for the future and thank 
you for being part of Melbourne over the last  
two years.

Miss Jessica Clark, Head of Melbourne House
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BLENHEIM HOUSE REFLECTIONS
Life is always exciting in 
Blenheim House and this 
year has certainly been no 
exception. It saw an almost 
entirely new team of staff, 
led by Mr Cutler-Ames as the 
new Housemaster, and 25 new 
pupils (including 13 pupils 
joining from other schools). 

Whilst COVID-19 unfortunately 
prevented a number of the house’s 
biggest events, we still managed to have 
a great time. Highlights included Ice Skating 
at the Winchester Christmas Market, numerous 
trips to local towns and attractions, and winning 
the Boarders’ Inter-House dodgeball.

However, the things that I enjoyed the most 
weren’t the big events, they were the times that 

we did “family things” together. 
Whether these were film nights 
with popcorn, a lazy Saturday waffle 
morning or the overly competitive 
table football matches most 
evenings; they are the times that 
the students will look back on most 
fondly in years to come.

Whilst it pains me not to have said 
a proper goodbye to the year 13 

leavers in the normal way, there is one 
person that needs to be mentioned and 

that is Mr. Sparrow. He has been a resident 
tutor in Blenheim (nee Gilbey) for 4 years and his 
dedication, compassion, and willingness to stand 
up to anyone in his advocacy of the students is a 
great loss to the House. He will be sorely missed 

and I, and the rest of the House, wish him all the 
best in his new position.

Mr Benjamin Cutler-Ames, Housemaster of 
Blenheim House
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OSBORNE HOUSE REFLECTIONS
It has been a busy, happy year 
in Osborne House. We started 
with a full house in September, 
with the return of our Prefects, 
who were there to welcome 
our new arrivals. Our new 
students this year came from 
Spain, Germany, Kazakhstan, 
Russia, as well as the UK, 
adding to our already  
diverse group. 

We also welcomed new staff into the 
House – Miss Chiwara, who joined us as our 
Senior House Assistant, moving to us from Kew, 
and Miss Arthur, our Graduate Boarding Assistant, 
joining us from Australia. We started the term with 
our usual team building and induction activities 
and it was not long before our new students felt 
very much at home. 

Over the course of the year we enjoyed many 
trips and activities – trips to London, Windsor, 
Oxford, Winchester, shopping trips to Reading 
and Ikea, Cultural trips to Windsor Castle and 
the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, fun sporting 
activities like snow-tubing and ice skating. Within 
the house and on the school site we also had 
a wide variety of activities to brighten our girls’ 
lives, karaoke nights, pamper nights, the Eco-
Fashion show, numerous arts & crafts activities, 
dodgeball, benchball, swimming every Friday 
night. We celebrated birthdays and cultural events 
such as Chinese New Year and Rosh Hashanah. 
We had our reward trips too…. our Prefects had 

a day out in Oxford after their 
mock exams in December, with a 
university tour and afternoon tea; 
our top commendation winners 
celebrated with a reward to Tangs 
restaurant and a pizza night. Within 
the House, Miss Chiwara kept the 
girls busy making pancakes, pizzas 
and healthy smoothies and we also 
enjoyed the occasional not-so-

healthy treats such as our chocolate 
fountain night. We have continued to 

add to the house décor by painting murals 
on the walls, led by Mrs Farrugia.

Our year has been interrupted by the lockdown 
due to Coronavirus and we are sad that we were 
unable to be together physically to enjoy the 
many activities we had planned for the summer 
term, to see our lovely Year 11 students all dressed 
up and glamorous to celebrate the Year 11 Prom 
and to say farewell to the students and staff 
who are moving on from LVS at the end of this 
academic year. However, we have kept in touch 
with each other through Teams meetings and 
chats, we have appointed our new Prefect Team 
for 2020-2021 and we say a big ‘ Thank you and 
farewell’ to our outgoing Prefect Team, led by our 
Head of House, Eva Olariu and Deputy Head of 
House, Yangjen Sherpa. We know that our new 
Prefect team, led by Maddie Hamilton, will be 
there in September, ready to welcome our new 
students as well as welcoming back our current 
Osborne girls. 

As we are retiring at the end of this term, Mr 
O’Grady and I would like to say a very fond 
farewell to you all. You have been a very big and 
important part of our lives over the past three 
years. We wish you all well and we will carry you in 
out thoughts and in our hearts. We extend a very 
warm welcome to Mrs Hewett, who will be the 
new Osborne Housemistress in September and 
we wish her success and happiness in her new role 
working with the wonderful Osborne girls.

Mrs Bernadette O’Grady  
House Mistress of Osborne House
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INTRODUCTION

I feel I can speak on behalf of everyone 
reading this when I say COVID-19 has been 
just that. I have been incredibly proud to be 
part of the LVS community during  
these unusual, unnatural and 
unprecedented times. 

I have seen my colleagues delivering a first-
class education to our pupils and the students 
adapting to home learning wherever they have 
been in the world. 

When I took over the magazine from Matthew 
Godman in January, I never thought I would be 
reflecting on teaching and editing a magazine in 
a global pandemic. 

I am sure by looking through this magazine you 
are able to see how staff, students and parents 
have shown resilience, selflessness and empathy 
during this period. I hope these past few months 
have brought you closer to your family and that 
our students are ready to return to school to 
experience a new ‘normal’. 

One thing is for sure LVS is a special place to 
work, a special place to learn and a special place 
to grow. There’s no place like home, and there is 
no place like LVS. 

Angela Farrugia, LiVeS Editor

UNPRECEDENTED 
Is an adjective meaning "without previous 
instance" and "never before known or 
experienced; unparalleled."  
The Oxford English Dictionary
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LVS LIFE IN 
LOCKDOWN
Our principal Christine Cunniffe appeared on 
ITV's This Morning talking about the impact of the 
governments educational announcement.

We are so proud of all of our students who showed resilience and adapted so 
quickly to the home learning process!

Alena's National Boarding Week film is inspiring. Dedicated to her teachers she 
says "The idea came during a debate led by Mrs Quant, she united us all, very 
different people, from different countries, into one team."

Stu
dents 

learn
ing 

in lo
ck

down

114 115



Biography 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s life wasn’t a special one, he 
didn’t get any special education, or a special 
life. He was born on April 15, 1512, in Achiano, 
near Vinci, the Republic of Florence (Italy). His 
parents were unmarried when he was born. 
His mother left to marry an artisan. So he grew 
up on his father’s property, with his father and 
uncle looking after him. Leonardo’s father was 
a landlord, and a Florentine notary. Overall 
Leonardo was an only child but he had 17 half 
siblings. Da Vinci got the usual education of the 
day: reading, writing, and arithmetic. 

Later on in Da Vinci’s life his father appreciated 
his artistic talent and so he apprenticed him at 
around the age of 15 to the sculptor and painter 
Andrea del Verrocchio. At the age of 20, in 1472, 
the painters’ guild of Florence offered da Vinci a 
membership, but he turned it down and remained 
with Verrocchio until he became an independent 
master in 1478. This led him to paint the Mona Lisa 
and the Last Supper. 

Around 1482, Da Vinci got relocated 
to Milan to work for the city’s duke. 
Throughout Da Vinci’s life, Leonardo set 
many goals for himself. After 17 years 
in Milan, Leonardo completed six jobs. 
Leonardo never married or had any 
children, this explains how he could 
learn so much and do so much. 

Many writings in his notebooks 
suggest that he might have been a 

vegetarian, and some people think that he might 
have be a homosexual. Yet Da Vinci has been 
described as having a gracious but reserved 
personality and an elegant bearing. In the 
16th century writer Giorgio Vasari hinted that 
Leonardo cared little for money but was very 
generous towards friends and assistants. He 
had a very inquisitive mind and made huge 
efforts to become great in languages, natural 
science, mathematics, philosophy, and history. 

Overview of maths work
Leonardo Da Vinci included maths in many of his 
paintings and engineering work. 

In maths , Da Vinci used many things such as linear 
perspective, symmetry, the golden ratio, and 
geometric shapes.

Leonardo did a lot of work in geometry, and 
focusing on the study of arc rupture, which was 
an unexplored topic. He did sketches that 
calculated the breaking strength of an arch, 

LVS MATHS IN LOCKDOWN
Leonardo Da Vinci 15th April 1452 to 2nd May 1519 By Emilia Jackson, Maths 8A1 

proving his understanding of the modern 
concept of the line off thrust.

• The golden ratio is equal to 1.618, this 
is properly know as phi in the Greek 
language. When a line is divided into 
two parts and the longer part (a) divided 
by the smaller part (b) is equal to the 
sum of a + b divided by (a). 

• Symmetry means when a shape 
becomes exactly like another when your 
split it, turn it, flip it. Two shapes must be 
the same size and shape to be symmetric. 

• Linear perspective means in a drawing or a 
painting there are parallel lines shown. So it gives the 
illusion of depth and distance. 

• A geometric shape are different shapes that have 
different amounts of curves, points, and lines. Some 
examples are squares, circles, triangles, polygons etc. 

The Renaissance man used many of these 
mathematical ideas, he used geometric shapes, the 
golden ratio, and symmetry. 

Detailed description of one piece 
of maths 
The Renaissance man is completely symmetrical, the figure 
can be fitted into two geometric shapes, a circle and a square. 
Apparently the length of the whole body is the same length as the 
arms stretched out at a right angle. 

Vitruvius wrote in some text that ‘ if a man be placed flat on his back, with 
his hands and feet extended, with a pair of compasses centred at his navel 
(belly button), the fingers and toes of his to hands and feet will give the 
circumference of a circle.’

The radius of the circle in the Renaissance mans picture is exactly 10 cm on 
my size of the renaissance man, this means the diameter is 20 cm. Both of the 
arms are the same length at 4.6 cm on my version of the picture. The angle of 
arms for the circle and the square is 1560. The angle of the legs for the circle 
and the square is 1450. The circumference of the circle is 62.83. 

Interesting points 
• Da Vinci was actually ambidextrous, he could draw with one hand and write 
with the other at the same time. 

• His painting, the Mona Lisa is actually smiling, yet everyone 
thought and some still think she wasn’t. 

• Da Vinci was a very talented man. He was a painter, 
inventor, polymath, Architect, writer, musician, 
Mathematician, geologist, military engineer, cartographer, 
sculptor, plant biologist, and anatomist. 

• He mostly self-educated himself. He studied nature, 
mechanics, anatomy, physics, architecture, weaponry, and 

much more. 

• Da Vinci was an illegitimate child. 

• Leonardo was nearly executed. 

• He was arrested on allegations of sodomy. 

• Da Vinci’s most famous invention was the flying 
machine. 

• Leonardo was actually 1.75 metres. 

• Scientists think that Da Vinci died of a 
probable stroke. 

• Da Vinci used to take 20 minute naps every 
4 hours. 

• Leonardo is sometimes called the 
Renaissance man. 

• Da Vinci invented many things that we use 
today: Anemometer, flying machine, helicopter, 

parachute, etc.  
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LVS LIFE IN LOCKDOWN

VIRTUAL OPEN DAY
LVS hosted our first ever virtual 
Open Day! There were small 
virtual group tours available 
with our Director of Admissions.

PTA FUND RASING
LVS Ascot PTA raised £1,820- 
well done to everyone involved!

Since finishing school, I have been working on my 
fitness, doing odd jobs, spending time working 
out various options for my future, even beginning 
to teach myself the workings of the stock market!" 
– Henry Hamilton 

WORLD OF WORK GROUP 

Held their first Zoom LVS Ascot 
Business Networking Breakfast, 
speaking about what they have 
been doing to adapt to these times. 

"I have been enjoying the slower pace 
of life, spending my days in nature, 
meditating, online Yoga classes & 
baking delicious desserts. I decided 
to learn to play the Harmonica - it's 
great fun!"  
- Ms Wilde, Student  
Well-Being Manager

“During lockdown, I'm running in 
the morning every day before going 
online. It's good to have a goal to aim 
for in times like these - I'm using this 
opportunity to train for the Brighton 
Marathon in 2021”  
- Dr Hodges, LVS Ascot Deputy Head

"In lockdown, I miss being able to travel and explore, so 
what better way to bring the world cultures to my home but 
to write a cookbook inspired by food I tasted, which anyone 
can make and share, as if we were exploring!” - Maia, Year 8

We were so impressed by this video put together 
by Orla that we had to share it. Fascinating 
interview between her and her grandad about 
his WW2 memories, and he even talks about how 
the war impacted his school days!
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LVS ART IN LOCKDOWN
The art department kept the students busy by giving a weekly 
challenges. Here are some of the submitted. Well done to all involved!

Vienna Cruickshank, Year 5

Sophia Bell, 
7CO1

Alex Ayer, 8CO1

Daniel D
ing, Ju

nior s
chool, Y

ear 2

Eshan Sinha, Y
ear 7

Holly
 Bra

dy, 

7ME1

Jiwoo Yang, 8HT1

Jessee Adhia, Year 7 Charlie Dodd, Year 12

Binesh, Year 10

Leyton Fielding, Year 7

Sophia Bell, Year 7

Oliver Cheeseman, Year 7 

Daniel Pickard, Year 7
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Year 1 were on the look out for a very 
cheeky pixie! Pippety Skycap loves to 
play tricks! Rewards if found include 
lots of money, food and even a hug!

A rainy day at school today - but 
what better way to develop 
resilience and initiative skills 
than a Y6 #STEM challenge 
this morning using just #paper 
plates #sellotape and lolly 
sticks! #indoorlearning

A small selection 
of some of the 
OUTSTANDING 
projects 
on William 
Shakespeare by 
Year 3 

Imagination and talent coming to the fore 
during Year 6 online learning! #Aboriginalart 
and #vangogh sunflowers 

Mrs Sandford set the Senior School and 
Junior school a challenge during the home 
learning period. The aim was to create an 
imaginative piece of work using a loo roll. 
I am very impressed with the standard of 
work and also that you were able to buy 
toilet rolls in the supermarket…

Chawsu, Chloe and Sophie have 
created a message, can you work 
it out? #backtoschool

Lots of happy 
smiley faces in 5I 
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“My bike keeps me fit and the 
walking helps me to relax and 
keep away from the computer 
screen. Baking is helpful to my 
parents” - Sophia, Year 7 

Josie and her family have been making 
an amazing difference in recent weeks, 
setting up a team on Facebook who 
have made nearly 4000 bags that 
are being put to use by key workers 
at several hospitals, hospices and 
care homes. We’re so proud of the 
difference she made!

Shhhh! Ruby, in Y2, has so far raised an 
incredible £730 for taking part in a 7 
day sponsored silence challenge. She 
is half way through it. How thoughtful 
and kind

LVS LIFE IN LOCKDOWN

Mrs Cunniffe started a new photography 
career and kept us up to date with the 
development of LVS’ new duck family! 

HELPING NURSES 
Having been inspired by our Eco-Fashion 
show, Ms Robinson is up-cycling old clothes 
and making them into scrub hats for key 
workers. 24 made and delivered so far with 
more on the way!

We have an update from Ella who has 
been working on sewing together 
scrubs bags has now made several 
more and they are currently being put 
to use by dedicated NHS staff.

Well done to the Junior School Head Boy, 
Harvey. Over Easter, he printed over 30 visors 
for Ashford and St. Peter's Hospital, where a 
family friend is a paediatric nurse. 
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LVS SCIENCE IN 
LOCKDOWN Year 1 end of half term Zoom Party! We had fancy dress, 

a scavenger hunt, dancing and even a magic trick!

"I have really enjoyed gardening with my sister during 
lockdown. Being outside in the sunshine has kept me 
away from my screens" Robert, Year 5 

"I have fallen in love with the art of crocheting, a skill I learnt 
from my grandmother. I haven’t crocheted for over 25 years and 
had to start again from scratch – which took some resilience 
– but now I am creating a simple blanket from a pattern.” 
#MentalHealthAwarenessWeek - Mrs Rachael Cox- JS Headteacher 
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GOODBYE YEAR 2
Goodbye Year 2, good luck in Year 3! With fond memories, 
Mrs Rawlinson and Mrs Hodge
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CAKES FOR 
THE NHS
A huge thank you to everyone who helped us 
celebrate the Birthday of the wonderful NHS 
over the weekend. 

As you're all so talented, Mrs Cunniffe has decided 
to reward an extra two talented bakers because 
we just couldn't choose.

The winners were: 

Finlay and his fabulous spider cake 

Eve and her rainbow chocolate cake

Georgia and her NHS themed cake 

And our adult star baker is Jules Sampson. 

They're all the very deserving winners of a £50 
voucher each. And finally, huge well done to 
everyone who has helped us fundraise, we've 
reached a grand total of £2455 - fantastic!.

Finlay and his 
fabulous spider cake 

Eve and her rainbow 
chocolate cake
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ART IN LOCKDOWN
Maya Dagan yr 9 designed and 
made her own facemask with 
materials she had at home. So very 
imaginative. Well done Maya!

Congratulations to Tabby, 
one of our pupils who 
received a Principal's 
Commendation for her 
work this term. Thanks for 
the high five Tabby!

LVS LIFE IN LOCKDOWN

ART IN LOCKDOWN
Alice Padrick YR 9 created this drawing 
responding to the pandemic. A very 
powerful message well done Alice!

This is impressive! Over 
200 keepie uppies from 
Savion a Year 8 boarding 
pupil at LVS Ascot, for the 
BSA National Boarding 
Week challenge.
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During the summer term students in KS3 took 
part in a SKY TV competition to write, shoot and 
share their own lockdown stories. The English 
& Media Studies Department at LVS Ascot 
supported students to show the positive sides as 
to how we were all living and  
learning differently. 

Sky Studios wanted to highlight how important it is for 
young people to keep connected, asking children to 
create a video telling their own personal lockdown story. 
Mrs Melhuish, teacher of English & Media Studies said: 

This was an exciting competition and so many students 
enjoyed sharing their experience in a creative way. It 
gave the children an opportunity to reflect on all the 
positives rather than the negatives.

Using creativity and communication their stories could 
be factual, as in a news report, a vlog or they could 
create a fictional story. Students were encouraged to 
make a list of all the stories they were going to tell their 
friends when reunited.

LVS ENGLISH MEDIA  
IN LOCKDOWN
Lockdown: Lights, Camera Action!

Elena Ansedemartinez, Year 9 created a very funny reality tv show called Spanish Lockdown.  
She dressed up as a variety of comedy fictional family members all living together in Madrid. 

Angelina Yu, Year 9, submitted “What was life was like before 
the Virus?” written from the perspective of Angelina as a 
mother telling her daughter about her experiences.

Scarlett Freedman, Year 9, created a musical montage of her 
typical lockdown day. 

Noah Witcomb, Year 7, used a cartoon app to illustrate  
his life in lockdown. 

Emilia Jackson and Ava Murray, Year 8, created a quarantine vlog informing 
audiences of all the things you can do during lockdown! They suggest we 
should be proud of ourselves for trooping through the tough times!

Mia James, Year 7, reported on how lockdown is affecting pets! Using  
computer technology, she recorded exclusive interviews with her 
household feline friends!

Carlota Gomez in Year 9 created a video about Lockdown from Spain and 
how she spent a typical day in her family home in Madrid. 
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Thomas Haywood & George Frost, Year 9, created “Lockdown Conversations” where they’re 
discussing how they’ve made the most of their time!

Liwen Ning, Year 7, created models to demonstrate all the things she had been doing during 
lockdown, including taking one hour naps to learning a new language. 

Lotte Hoad and Elsie Melhuish in Year 9 produced a comedy diary of two students revealing the 
truth, “behind the scenes of online school”. 

LVS SPORT IN LOCKDOWN
We said goodbye to Mr Sivier and would 
like to thank him for his hard work and 
contribution to sport since being at LVS. We 
wish him the best of luck in his new school. 
Best wishes PE department.

During the online programme our classes having 
been working extremely hard and have produced 
some excellent work, we have had videos set 
through of pupils doing athletics, cricket, netball 
challenges, obstacle courses, core stability 
exercises to the cha cha clide, bikes rides and many 
more. Throughout lock down we continued to 
hold our house competitions and one in particular 

that stood out was our LVS to Las Vegas kilometres 
challenge which was embraced by all students 
and parents. 

We have supported Youth Sports Trust national 
sports week from Saturday 20th June to Friday 26 
June and would like to thank you students and 
parents for their contribution. It was great to see 
parents taking part in the football keepie uppie 
and tennis bounce challenge. 

The PE department would like to thank all pupils 
that have represented the school sports teams this 
year and welcome you back to the new school year!
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LiVeS
AND FINALLY 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
LEAVERS

Life is divided into three 
terms - that which was, 
which is, and which will 
be. Let us learn from 
the past to profit by the 
present, and from the present, 
to live better in the future. 
William Wordsworth

STUDENT LEAVERS

138 139



Bernadette O’Grady

Mrs O’Grady has worked in Boarding in her role as 
Osborne House’s Housemistress. Over her tenure, 
the House has continued to grow and blossom and 
the boarders in her care have benefited immensely 
through her wisdom and experience. Mrs O’Grady’s 
dedication to her boarding role has been faultless 
and her dedication and compassion shown towards 
her boarders, has been a real testament to her 
hardworking and conscientious manner. I will miss 
Mrs O’Grady; however, I know she will thoroughly 
enjoy her well deserved time off. 

Bernadette O’Grady has worked in education 
for 35 years. She is a passionate geographer and 
delighted in sharing her joy of the subject with her 
students for over three decades.. She has taken 
great pleasure in making Osborne House a happy, 
supportive and comfortable ‘home from home’ for 
the boarders who live there. She loves organising 
trips and she has taken the boarders 

on many wonderful day trips ranging from trips to 
London, Oxford, Portsmouth but her highlight was 
participating in the Geography Department trip to 
Iceland in March 2018. 

She is now looking forward to her retirement, 
together with her husband, Martin, to their home 
by the sea in Kent. Bernie will be sorely missed 
by the Geography Department, not only for her 
excellent teaching but also as a friend. We look 
forward to visiting Bernie in Kent!

Martin O’Grady

Martin O’Grady joined LVS Ascot 6 years ago, 
and has been a highly regarded member of the 
science team ever since. He is an outstanding 
physics teacher who brings his subject to life in 
his practical and engaging lessons. His attention 
to detail and commitment to his students is 
key to their success. He has thrown himself into 
many facets of school life from the athletic to the 
academic, from golf to boarding. We will all really 
miss him but wish him well for the future.

On behalf of everybody in boarding at LVS Ascot, 
I wish both Mr and Mrs O’Grady an enjoyable 
retirement!

Junior School Leavers 
Alex Vallone

Mr Alex Vallone will be leaving us after 2 years to 
take up an exciting opportunity teaching Year 4 in a 
British school in Kuwait.  Alex came to us as a newly 
qualified teacher and has brought much to the 
team from his hockey expertise to his passion for his 
specialist subject and real sense of good humour.  
We wish him all the best in this new venture and 
look forward to developing international links in the 
Middle East. 

Josh Sivier 

Mr Joshua Sivier has been at the Infant and Junior 
School for 4 years.  Again, Joshua joined us as a 
newly qualified teacher and has now developed a 
real interest in teaching PE and Sport in the Primary 
years.  He will be joining the staff at Papplewick 
splitting his time evenly between the classroom and 
the sports field.  I would like to express our thanks to 
Mr Sivier for his outstanding commitment to the co-
curricular sport and organisation of our boys’ fixtures.  
I am sure his new role will enable him to develop 
further and we look forward to seeing him back as a 
visiting sports teacher next year.

STAFF LEAVERS

LiVeS
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Megan Dineen

Miss Megan Dineen first joined the team as a student 
teacher in March 2019 and has completed her NQT 
year with us this year.  Megan leaves us to join the 
staff of a local state school, teaching Year 3.  This will 
give her invaluable experience in the maintained 
sector, and we wish her the very best in her new job. 

Sandra Gould

Miss Sandra Gould has been a Teaching Assistant 
at the school for 15 years.  She has decided that it is 
time to move to pastures new and to take a little bit 
of time out to decide on her next venture.  We are 
grateful for all she has done, the numerous Harvest 
Festival displays, Christingle Services and all artistic 
endeavours she has masterminded.  

Senior School Leavers 
Alan Kydd

Alan Kydd joined LVS six 
years ago from Little Heath 
School in Reading. He rapidly 
established a reputation for 
uncompromisingly high 
standards, but in a nurturing 
environment. With Tom 
Jarrett moving from being 
Head of History to Head of 
Gilbey House (now Blenheim), 
Alan was able to extend his high expectations of 
students, colleagues and self across the department 
through a well-deserved promotion, with the result 
of history being a high-performing and popular 
subject. His rigorous but student-centred approach 
and dedication to their achievement is evident 
from the very high esteem in which he is held by 
students, staff and parents. We are all going to miss 
Alan and his historical catchphrases (anyone taught 
by him will recognise "killer hard evidence", "there 
are x things I want you to take from this lesson" and 
"perfect paragraphs") tremendously. Bulmershe 
School is very lucky with their new Head of History 
and we wish him every happiness and success. Mr R 
J Mignot and Mrs T C Bason. 

Mel Holloway 

Sadly, we have to say goodbye to Mrs Holloway 
who has worked at LVS for 11 years. She has been 
an inspirational teacher to many students since day 
one, as well as an amazing colleague to work with.  
I am sure those of you who know Mrs Holloway will 
agree that her dedication to getting the best out 
of her students is paramount. She will be greatly 
missed in the Food and Nutrition department and 
we wish her every success at her new school. 

James Patterson 

James Paterson started 
LVS Ascot in 2013. In the 
7 years he has been here 
he has played a significant 
role in many areas of school 
life. Not only has he been 
an outstanding Head of 
Psychology and Criminology, 
but he has also been an 
influential role model to 
many of the LVS students. As 
an Assistant Head of Sixth form and of Brake house, 
he went above and beyond to ensure the students 
were happy and working to the best of their ability. 

As the former UK memory champion, he was able to 
instil many of his memory techniques and 
knowledge into his lessons and often led memory 
lectures and assemblies to different year groups. 
James also organised three successful ski trips 
that received endless positive feedback from both 
parents and pupils. He also helped run activities in 
the sixth form boarding house and his go carting 
wins must not go a miss.  Last but not least, James 
(Mr Paterson) was a standout character in the staff 
room and the classroom. He has certainly his title of 
a true ‘LVS legend’! 

Jessica Pye 

Jessica has been a fantastic member of staff at LVS. 
She was an outstanding teacher of psychology who 
got involved in a huge range of activities across 
many departments and was a key member of 
staff on many ski trips. Her work as Assistant Head 

of Hart House saw her 
play an important role in 
house events, activities and 
assemblies that she both 
led and supported.

More than anything 
she thoroughly enjoyed 
building professional 
working relationships 
with all of her students. 
Underpinning everything 
that she did was a genuine 
care for those in her classrooms, her tutor groups and 
beyond. She had an endless determination to go 
the extra mile for them all. She instilled confidence 
and she did it with a smile, a laugh and in a way that 
made students grow.

She was an asset to the psychology department, to 
Hart House and to the school. For the last five years, 
Jessica has personified everything that LVS is about. 

Andy Clark
Andy Clark joined LVS Ascot in January 2008. Since 
then he has been an inspirational Head of Physics, 
with many years of students who have benefited 
from his dedication, expertise and enthusiasm. He has 
been an advocate for his students, and his repertoire 
of practical knowledge is skilfully employed to bring 
even the most abstract of concepts to life. He has 
been involved in DoE, bought in a huge range of 
experts as part of the popular and highly regarded 
Smalley lecture and 6th form lecture series, and his 
competitive edge has been witnessed through his 
hockey coaching. We will all really miss him but wish 
him well for the future. 

Dan Sparrow 

The Drama department, Theatre technicians and 
Boarding community are incredibly sad to see Mr 
Sparrow leaving us at the end of this academic 
year. Mr Sparrow joined the school 4 years ago and 
worked as the Senior Theatre Technician, sharing his 
incredible lighting talents whilst working on many 
of the school’s successful productions such as ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’, ‘Rock of Ages’, ‘Oliver’, ‘Joseph and the 
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Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat’, ‘West Side Story’, 
‘All Our Children’, ‘The Wiz’ and this year’s musical ‘Half 
a Sixpence’. He has since then trained to become a 
teacher and has taught classes in Philosophy, English 
and Drama. As well as his contributions to these 
departments, he has also worked in Blenheim house 
(formally Gilbey) as a boarding tutor and given his 
time generously to the students in his house. He has 
been a superb day tutor to students in Brake and 
Kennington. We will be very sad to see him go and 
wish him the best of luck in his new school.

Alexandra Fernandes

Alexandra Fernandes joined LVS Ascot 5 years ago 
and she has been a highly valued member of the 
science and music teams ever since. While not 
technically a member of the music department, 
she has been a passionate and active participant 
in the musical and performing arts side of life at 
LVS through singing in our choirs to playing in our 
orchestras. Her passion for all sides of teaching 
life has come through in her excellent, practical 
chemistry lessons, her co-curricular cookery activities 
and her roles as a dedicated member of our pastoral 
and boarding teams. We will really miss her but wish 
her the very best for whatever the future has to hold.

Sarah Quant 

We say a fond farewell to Ms Sarah Quant who 
arrived at LVS in September 2003. She has been an 
inspirational and dynamic leader, teacher and public 
speaking coach. Her commitment and dedication 
to the English department will be sorely missed. 
She has taken on many roles within the school and 
assisted with tennis and badminton. We thank her 
for all the support and encouragement that she has 
given to the students and staff over the years. We 
wish her every success for the future.

Rob Bignell 

Since Rob joined LVS he has held a variety of roles; 

primarily Head of Maths but also a Sixth Form tutor, 
Head of Years 10 & 11 and also acting Head of Science. 
He has been the first choice as a safe pair of hands 
for jobs that need to be done and, as a consequence 
(and as his colleagues will attest), has been the master 
of delegation within the maths department! 
His students and colleagues will miss his good 
humour and relaxed approach to life – in Rob’s 
view, very little is worth getting stressed about and 
everything is done in his trademark cool, calm way. 
He is a very effective maths teacher, particularly with 
those who find maths a real challenge, and has got 
many a student who is borderline pass through their 
GCSE maths in one piece. It was Rob’s innovative 
thinking which brought the January GCSE entries 
to the maths department at LVS and this has served 
many of our students extremely well. 
We wish Rob all the best in his early retirement and I 
am sure that he will be keeping himself busy with a 
number of projects. He knows the door will always 
be open should he want to keep himself a little 
more busy and we may be giving him a call sooner 
than he would like! 

Charlie Jenkins

At the end of this academic year, we say goodbye 
to Deputy head Academic/Co-curricular Charlie 
Jenkins. Charlie joined LVS in 2010 as head of Sixth 
Form and has been such a caring, enthusiastic and 
totally committed member of SMT throughout this 
time. Not only is Charlie a brilliant leader but he has 
got stuck in to school life whenever he could most 
notably on DofE trips with Jasper the dog by his 
side. Charlie has been a huge support for the whole 
school and we will miss him dearly. We wish Charlie 
every success and happiness in his new school.

Paul Hodges

Paul joined LVS in 2006 as Head of DT, progressed to 
Head of Sixth Form and then on to be Deputy Head 

Compliance. 
Throughout 
his 14yrs with 
LVS, Paul as 
been a huge 
support to the 
whole school 
community 
and a pillar of strength to the Senior Management 
team. We will miss Paul tremendously and wish him 
every success and happiness in his new school.

Jenny Lucas 

Mrs Lucas, Assistant Director of Music, leaves LVS 
after two years to take up a post as Teacher of Music 
and Head of Year 7 at Kings Academy, Binfield. Mrs 
Lucas has driven singing forward in the school in 
her time at LVS, leading the weekly hymn blast, 
creating numerous vocal ensemble opportunities 
for students of all ages, running vocal workshops 
as part of the production team and leading Years 7 
and 8 as they prepared for the 'Young Voices' event 
at the O2 in January 2020. In the classroom, the Year 
11 class will miss her terribly, often citing her as the 
best music teacher ever. In September 2019, Mrs 
Lucas took over as housemistress of Kennington 
House, and led the house vociferously at house 
events as any true school pastoral leader would do. 
As a colleague, I could not have wished for a greater 
support in all things musical on a daily basis both 
inside and outside the classroom. Mrs Lucas will be 
greatly missed by her performing arts colleagues as 
well as those in the pastoral team, and we wish her 
luck and every success for the future.
Jenny has been a member of the music 
department for two years and in the past year has 
also been HM for Kennington. We will miss her fun 
and laughter in the department, always there with 
a listening ear and cutting wit. A good friend to 
her close colleagues, however, there will now be
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more cake for us! We wish her all the best of luck 
as she moves to her new School.

Caroline Bennett

It is our sad news to announce that we have 
lost a truly exceptional teacher from the ICT and 
Computing Department this year. Mrs Bennett 
has been a passionate teacher who persistently 
pushed all of her students to strive for the best. 
She has worked wonders particularly with her 
GCSE and A-Level classes and I know that they 
will achieve outstanding results this year because 
of her efforts. Wishing her all the best in all of her 
future endeavours, she will be sorely missed!

Shuley Ahmed

Shuley joined LVS in September 2016 from 
Charters. During her time at LVS, she met her 
partner, married him and then had a baby last 
summer. It is for the latter reason that Shuley has 
decided to leave LVS but we all hope she will 
return to teaching in the not too distant future. 
She is a fantastic teacher who has achieved 
fantastic results for her students and was a brilliant 
team player who kept all her maths colleagues on 
their toes with her ideas and enthusiasm. She will 
be sorely missed. 

Jim Beckwith

Jim joined LVS some five years ago, at a time of life 
when other people of life would be considering 
retirement. However, his contribution to both 
the maths department and the wider school has 
been significant and he has shamed many of his 
colleagues with his energy, vision and IT skills. His 
teaching techniques are as unique as his character 
and, while he has decided to now retire, I am sure 
it is only temporary and it will not be too long until 

he is again imparting his skills and knowledge to 
those fortunate enough students to be taught by 
him. Good luck Jim!

Diana Finch 

Diana Finch has given her all to teaching…. 53 
years is a momentous achievement.

Following her degree from Birmingham 
University Diana Finch’s teaching career started 
in Bromsgrove County High School in 1967. 
Over the next twenty years she worked in five 
other schools, married, and had three children, 
lived in the USA and Norway before settling in 
Sunningdale and starting work at the Licensed 
Victuallers’ School, Slough in 1988. The school 
moved to its current Ascot site in 1989 and Diana 
has been a part of it ever since.

Diana has seen many changes over the years 
and was instrumental in bringing in the Caring 
Confident Citizens strapline which was used to 
market the school until very recently. The roles she 
has taken on have been many and varied – well 
known to all of us know as the long-serving Head 
of Geography, Diana has also been Examinations 
Officer, Head of Courage House (it was all boys 
back then) as well as Head of Humanities which 
incorporated an eclectic mix of subjects over  
the years. 

Diana was awarded the LTC Award for Excellence 
during the first year of the school being on its new 
site in Ascot. When Her Majesty the Queen visited 
LVS in the early 1990’s, Diana was asked to teach a 
lesson for her.

Diana has always been at the forefront of 
enhancing the learning experience for her 
pupils. In recent years she has successfully driven 
her department through applications for the 
Geographical Association Award and received an 

international award for leadership, teaching and 
learning. The department has received this award 
since 2012 and has now been recommended to 
apply for the Centre of Excellence award. 

There are few people who have the distinction of a 
teaching career as lengthy and fulfilling as Diana’s. 
Having planned and lead over 192 field trips, been 
a tutor every year since 1967 and the first Oxbridge 
candidates she taught back in Bromsgrove will 
now be 72 years old! All are testimony to her 
dedication and commitment to her pupils.

As a presence in our geography department she 
will be irreplaceable. Diana has guided us and is 
always ready and willing to give of her time  
and knowledge. 

We will miss 
her sharp wit, 
wise-words, 
and her 
enduring 
enthusiasm for 
her subject. 

We wish 
her a happy 
and healthy 
retirement.  
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