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L V S  A S C O T Y E A R  1 0

In Years 7 to 9 pupils have been following a broad curriculum to enable
them to gain experience in a range of subjects. The emphasis now
changes to preparing pupils for Years 10 to 11 and the GCSE
examinations.  Our aim is still to encourage breadth of study but given
the open choice system which we operate, students can, to a degree,
personalise their curricula and begin to follow more specialised
directions. Certain subjects are compulsory, whilst others are chosen
from a list of option subjects. We organise these subjects into blocks for
timetabling purposes in such a way as to give a real choice to the
pupils within a broad and balanced programme of study. It is important
for students and parents to understand the grouping of subjects for
timetabling means there may be necessary compromises for some
individuals whatever the outcome of our market research, though we
will strive to accommodate all choices.

GCSE Options Process 

When deciding which subjects to
take, it is important to consider as
much information as possible.
Students should look at recent
reports to inform decisions when
choosing options and should
discuss option choices with tutors
as well as teachers since they see
the overall pattern of each
individual’s strengths.

The options selected may carry
career implications, but people
assume often wrongly that certain
subjects are necessary for certain
jobs or courses. Entrance
requirements can change from
year to year so please check before
deciding.  The school careers
adviser from Adviza can help with
up to date information. Above all it
is important to choose subjects
that are going to be enjoyable and
stimulating through the two year
course, since a high level of
motivation is essential for success.

The GCSE examinations assess
recall, understanding, practical
skills, self-motivation and the
ability to apply knowledge. They
are normally built upon the
foundations laid in previous years.
New skills and working practices
must quickly be developed by all
Year 10 students. Taking
responsibility, completing tasks
conscientiously and submitting
them by the deadline play an
important part in eventual success
at GCSE.

Please read the subject notes in
the booklet so that you are aware
of the content and examination
structure of each course. We will
ask for option choices using the
‘GCSE Options Choice’ form at the
back of this booklet before the
end of term.  We use the
information to take decisions on
staffing levels for the coming year.

The Options Process
Timetable for 2020 

• Consider the range of options

• Think about your strengths and how the subjects
on offer match these

Read the
booklet

Discuss
your plans

Fill in the
form

• GCSE Options Evening

• Be prepared to change your mind based on the
advice of parents and staff

• Select your Science combination

• Select 4 option subject choices

• Return the Options Choice form by
Friday 4 December

• The school will consider your preferences and
may wish to discuss these with you

• Your choices will be circulated to subject staff to
confirm that you have the right package

• The school will send you a letter showing your
finalised optionsChoices

confirmed

Options
process
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Curriculum
overview
Compulsory Core
Curriculum

English and Maths 

A majority of students will study IGCSEs in
English and English Literature and Maths.

Science

All students study the three sciences, but upon
the advice of the Science Department they
may choose to do either Combined Science:
Trilogy (in which all three sciences are studied
for an award of two GCSEs) or Triple Science (in
which all three sciences are studied for an
award of three GCSEs).  A student who chooses
Triple Science must select ‘Triple Science’ as
one of their four options subjects. 

Physical Education 

Students will follow a broad programme of
study where they are expected to study a wide
variety of activities.  The focus in Year 10 and 11
is lifelong participation in physical exercise.    

PSHE

All students will have a weekly lesson where a
wide range of topics and current issues will be
studied. The curriculum will prepare students
for adult life as British citizens, in a 21st century,
global community.

Optional subjects

Students are requested to select four subjects
to study alongside the compulsory core
curriculum.

Careers guidance
and post-16
education
During Key Stage 4 the role of the
Careers Adviser becomes more
prominent as pupils’ thoughts turn more
towards their adult lives. Our aim is to
provide support on three fronts:

Careers Education – Giving pupils the skills and
knowledge they need to make appropriate
educational and/or occupational choices.  This is
delivered through the PSHE programme.

Post-16 Education – The vibrant and increasingly
popular Sixth Form at LVS Ascot offers a wide
range of A levels and BTEC qualifications that link
closely to the GCSE options available.  Advice on
post-16 opportunities will be discussed early in
Year 11 by the Head of Sixth Form and the Director
of Studies.

Careers Guidance  – Offering individual, impartial
advice and support as pupils make personal
decisions about their future.  Formal Careers
education began in Year 9 and this continues
through to Year 11 when pupils study application
routes for Higher Education in addition to learning
how to make appropriate career choices at post-
16 and beyond.

The school careers adviser is available regularly
throughout the spring and summer terms.  
Careers surgeries are held offering individual
guidance and there is an extensive collection of
resources in the Careers section of the Learning
Resource Centre.  
There is also the opportunity for pupils to
undertake the Morrisby Psychometric test which
uses their abilities and personality measures, as
well as their interests.  

The careers office is located in the Sixth Form area.
Appointments for careers advice can be made by
contacting Careers advice via email:
georgina.lindsay@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Curriculum Support
Whilst at LVS Ascot, some students are recognised as having additional learning
needs.  Such pupils may find studying the normal range of nine GCSEs challenging
and it may be more sensible for them to study one subject less in order to
maximise the grades they can achieve.

We are able to offer a “Curriculum Support” option to those students whom we believe may benefit.  This
support will be offered to selected pupils and will be included in one of the GCSE option boxes.  To take
the place of the six hours per fortnight of subject time each week, the support provided will consist of an
additional hour of English and Maths and a rotating programme of additional study skills or supervised
study time.

Students following this course of support have the potential to gain eight GCSEs which is appropriate for
all forms of higher education.  It is hoped that this provision will mean pupils will no longer begin courses
of study and later ask to withdraw when they encounter problems with subject content.
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IGCSE course outline

The majority of LVS pupils will follow two IGCSE courses in
English Language and English Literature.  A small number
of pupils will study English Language only.  EAL pupils
arriving in Year 10 may take the Cambridge IGCSE English
Language as a second language.

Assessment Method

Assessment is by examination and coursework (marked
by LVS teachers and moderated by Edexcel).

English Language

There is a 60% written examination paper (Paper 1) and
40% coursework (Paper 3).

Paper 1 – 60% : Non-fiction texts and Transactional Writing

(2 hours 15 minutes examination).

Section A:  Reading

• A mixture of short and long answer questions related to
a non-fiction text from Part 1 of the Edexcel International
GCSE English Anthology and one previously unseen
extract – 45 marks.

Section B: Transactional Writing

• One 45-mark writing task, from a choice of two involving
a given audience, form or purpose.

Paper 3 – 40%: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative
Writing (coursework).

Assignment A:

• One 30-mark essay question based on any two poetry
or prose texts from Part 2 of the Edexcel International
GCSE English Anthology, including a 6-mark
commentary on why these texts were selected.

Assignment B:

• Imaginative writing – one 30-mark imaginative writing
task.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

English language is an essential qualification for
progression onto A Level and many other Level 3 courses.
It is also frequently required for university entry in the UK.

“This helped me understand the
meaning of spoken English and
developed my reading skills. It
also helped me with all my other
subjects as I learned how to
interpret and respond 
to questions.”

Sophia
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Nicola Rowley
Email: n.rowley@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

Level: IGCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

Specification:4EA1 

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL GCSE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE   
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Level: IGCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

Specification:4ET1 

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T

IGCSE course outline

The Edexcel International GCSE in English Literature
enables students to:

• engage with and develop the ability to read, understand
and espond to a wide range of literary texts from around
the world

• develop an appreciation of the ways in which authors 
achieve their literary effects and to develop the skills
needed for literary study

• explore, through literature, the cultures of their own and
other societies

• find enjoyment in reading literature and understand its 
influence on individuals and societies

Not all pupils will take English Literature. Pupils who
require an extra focus on English Language skills will be
placed in smaller sets and will not follow the English
Literature course.

Assessment Method

Assessment is by examination and coursework (marked
by LVS teachers and moderated by Edexcel).

Paper 1: Poetry and Modern Prose – 60%
(Examination - 2 hours).

Section A – Unseen Poetry: one 20-mark essay exploring
the meaning and effects created in an unseen poem. The
poem will be reproduced in the question paper.

Section B – Anthology Poetry: one 30-mark essay question
from a choice of two, comparing two poems from Part 3
of the Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology.

Section C – Modern Prose: one 40-mark essay question
from a choice of two on each of the set texts.

This is a closed text examination. This means that pupils
may not have copies of the prose text in the examination.
However, pupils will be provided with the anthology
poems in the examination.

Paper 3: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts –  40%
(Coursework)

Assignment A – Modern Drama: one essay response to a
teacher-devised assignment on the studied text (30
marks).

Assignment B – Literary Heritage Texts: one essay
response to a teacher-devised assignment on the studied
text (30 marks).

Post 16 opportunities and careers

English Literature can be studied at A level in the Sixth
Form at LVS Ascot. Most careers would benefit from a
qualification in English Literature.  English Literature is a
well-respected A level, and it would be useful for pupils
considering Journalism, Law, Medicine, Politics, Marketing,
Acting and Teaching.

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Nicola Rowley
Email: n.rowley@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“I enjoyed the selection of prose,
drama and poetry from around
the world. I feel that I have
developed an appreciation of the
ways in which authors achieve
their literary effects.”

Zoe
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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL GCSE 
ENGLISH LITERATURE    
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Level: IGCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

SUBJECT:MATHEMATICS Specification: 4MA2

C O M P U L S O R Y  C O R E  S U B J E C T

IGCSE course outline 

This qualification in Mathematics encourages students to
develop confidence in, and a positive attitude towards,
mathematics and to recognise the importance of
mathematics in their own lives and to society. This
qualification prepares students to make informed
decisions about the use of technology, the management
of money, further learning opportunities and career
choices.

The following elements are covered on the course:

1.  Number

2.  Algebra

3.  Geometry

4.  Measures

5.  Statistics

6.  Probability

Assessment Method

Examinations: 

Two equally weighted written papers are sat at the end of 
Year 11.

• Paper 1 – Calculator allowed (100 marks)

• Paper 2 – Calculator allowed (100 marks)

The papers are tiered in the following way:

Foundation Tier grades 1-5 available – 2hrs

Higher Tier grades 4-9 available – 2hrs

Post 16 opportunities and careers

IGCSE Mathematics at a good standard is a requirement
for most Sixth Forms and many employment
opportunities.

• The skills learnt during the IGCSE course provide
essential knowledge for everyday life, logistics and
personal finance.

• A level Mathematics at LVS Ascot Sixth Form is an
extremely well recognised progression supporting a
huge number of degree courses and careers such as
Economics, Accountancy, Design, Architecture, Law and
Medicine. Grades 7 to 9 in IGCSE Maths are highly
recommended prior to commencing AS level Maths

• For high achieving IGCSE students, AS/A2 Further 
Mathematics is an increasingly popular subject at LVS
Ascot which greatly assists degree courses with a high 
mathematical content such as Engineering.

“No doubt - maths can be
confusing!  However with the
great support given by my teacher
it eventually all clicked into place
in my head.”

Charlie
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Gwyn Els
Email: g.els@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level:GCSE
Examination Board: AQA

SUBJECT: COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY Specification:8464

C O M P U L S O R Y  C O R E  S U B J E C T

GCSE course outline

GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy  is a broad course which
provides students with the core skills required to progress
to further studies in Science.

During the course students will study the following
components:

Biology

1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution
7. Ecology

Chemistry

8. Atomic structure and the periodic table
9. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter
10. Quantitative chemistry
11. Chemical changes
12. Energy changes
13. The rate and extent of chemical change
14. Organic chemistry
15. Chemical analysis
16. Chemistry of the atmosphere
17. Using resources

Physics

18. Energy
19. Electricity
20. Particle model of matter
21. Atomic structure
22. Forces
23. Waves
24. Magnetism  and electromagnetism

Skills required

Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding;
understanding of the nature, processes and methods of
science; observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and
problem-solving skills; ability to evaluate  claims based on
critical analysis of the methodology, evidence and
conclusions, both qualitatively  and quantitatively.

Assessment Method 

Practical Skills: 

Students complete a set of specific practical investigations
throughout the course that demonstrate an
understanding of laboratory safety and techniques which
will be examined via 15% of the written exam questions
addressing their practical knowledge  and understanding.

Examinations:

Six examinations are sat at the end of Year 11. 

There are two examinations per subject.  

Each examination is 1 hour 15 minutes in duration. 
Students can sit Foundation or Higher Tier for
both examinations.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

All AQA Science qualifications provide opportunities for
progression. 

Combined Science: Trilogy gives students the option to
progress to A-levels in Science or other subjects.

Wide range of degrees and careers within the
areas of biological sciences, psychology, clinical research,
engineering, food science, healthcare, computer science,
journalism,  meteorology, marine science, science writer,
sport.

“I have no special talents, I am
only passionately curious.” 

Albert Einstein

“Somewhere, something
incredible is waiting to be
known.” 

Carl Sagan
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Sarah Catlin
Email: s.catlin@lvs.ascot.sch.uk 
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GCSE course outline

GCSE Biology is a broad course which provides students
with the core skills required to progress to further studies
in Biology. 

During the course students will study 8 components:

1. Cell biology

2. Organisation

3. Infection and response

4. Bioenergetics

5. Homeostasis and response

6. Inheritance, variation and evolution

7. Ecology

8. Key ideas

Skills required

Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding;
methods of biology; observational, practical, modelling,
enquiry and problem-solving skills; ability to evaluate
claims through critical analysis of the methodology,
evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and
quantitatively.  

Assessment Method 

Practical Skills: 

Students complete a set of specific practical
investigations throughout the course that demonstrate
an understanding of laboratory safety and techniques
which will be examined via 15% of the written exam
questions addressing their practical knowledge and
understanding.

Examinations:

Two examinations are sat at the end of Year 11. 
Each examination is 1 hour 45 minutes in duration.
Students can sit Foundation or Higher Tier for both
examinations.

Paper 1: Chapter 1-4, 1hr 45mins, 100 marks, 50% GCSE 

Paper 2: Chapter 5-7, 1hr 45mins, 100 marks, 50% GCSE

Both papers include multiple choice, structured, closed
short answer and open response questions.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

This GCSE links well to the science courses offered in the 
Sixth Form at LVS Ascot.

Wide range of degrees and careers within the
areas of Biological Science; Medicine; Pharmacology;
Dentistry; Environmental Science; Natural Sciences;
Biochemistry;
Ocean Science;  Zoology.

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:AQA

SUBJECT:TRIPLE SCIENCE: BIOLOGY Specification: 8461

“Biology is a really interesting,
practical subject. It’s hard but also
worth it!”

Matthew

“A true scientist is bored by
knowledge; it is the assault on
ignorance that motivates him - 
the mysteries that previous
discoveries have revealed.”

Matt Ridley, Genome: the Autobiography of a Species in 23 Chapters
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name:Mrs Louise Chappell
Email: l.chappell@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

C O M P U L S O R Y  C O R E  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

Chemistry has something to offer every student to realise
their potential.  There’s no better way to learn science than
through purposeful activities that aid understanding in
the following areas:

1.  Atomic structure and the periodic table

2.  Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter

3.  Quantitative chemistry

4.  Chemical changes

5.  Energy changes

6.  The rate and extent of chemical change

7.  Organic chemistry

8.  Chemical analysis

9.  Chemistry of the atmosphere

10.  Using resources

Skills required

Interest in science, basic mathematical skills, ability to plan
and investigate, sense of curiosity, ability to work
independently and with others, desire to research topic
areas at home to extend classroom learning.

Assessment Method: 

Practical Skills: 

Students complete a set of specific practical investigations
throughout the course that demonstrate an
understanding of laboratory safety and techniques which
will be examined via 15% of the written exam questions
addressing their practical knowledge and understanding.

Examinations:

Two examinations are sat at the end of Year 11. 
Each examination is 1 hour 45 minutes in duration.
Students can sit Foundation or Higher Tier for both
examinations.

Paper 1: Chapter 1-5, 100 marks, 50% GCSE Atomic
structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and
the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry, Chemical
changes and Energy changes. 

Paper 2: Chapter 6-10, 100 marks, 50% GCSE The rate and
extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical
analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere and Using
resources.

Both papers include multiple choice, structured, closed
short answer and open response questions.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

This option links well to the A level science subjects
offered in the Sixth Form at LVS Ascot.  These subjects
provide a basic grounding for students hoping to study
specific courses at University or those interested in going
straight into industry. 

Examples of careers related to studying chemistry are:
Medicine, Biomedical and Biochemical Sciences, Forensics
and Criminology, Pharmacy, Pharmaceutical Research,
Medical and Cancer Research, Healthcare, Zoology, Marine
Science,  Geological and Meteorological Sciences,
Agriculture, Horticulture, Chemical Engineering.

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:AQA

SUBJECT:TRIPLE SCIENCE: CHEMISTRY Specification:8462

For more information contact the Head of Chemistry:

Name: Mrs Wendy Sales-Mint
Email:w.salesmint@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“Chemistry is a hard subject and
there is a lot to learn at the start
but the more I learnt the more
interested I was in the topics.
There are so many everyday
things that involve chemistry, I
will definitely think about doing 
A level!”

Andrew
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C O M P U L S O R Y  C O R E  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

GCSE Physics is a broad course which provides students
with the core skills required to progress to further studies
in Physics. 

During the course students will study 8 components:

1. Energy

2. Electricity

3. Particle model of matter

4. Atomic structure

5. Forces

6. Waves

7. Magnetism and electromagnetism

8. Space physics (physics only)

Skills required

Scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding;
understanding of the nature, processes and methods of
physics; observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and
problem-solving skills;  ability to evaluate claims based 
on critical analysis of the methodology, evidence and
conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

Assessment Method

Practical Skills: 

Students complete a set of specific practical
investigations throughout the course that demonstrate
an understanding of laboratory safety and techniques
which will be examined via 15% of the written exam
questions addressing their practical knowledge and
understanding.

Examinations:

Two examinations are sat at the end of Year 11. 
Each examination is 1 hour 45 minutes in duration. 
Students can sit Foundation or Higher Tier for both
examinations.

Paper 1: Chapter 1-4, 100 marks, 50% GCSE

Energy; electricity; particle model of matter; atomic
structure 

Paper 2: Chapter 5-8, 100 marks, 50% GCSE

Forces; waves; magnetism and electromagnetism;  space
physics

Both papers include multiple choice, structured, closed
short answer and open response questions.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

A level Physics is a very popular course in the Sixth Form
at LVS Ascot that links well to this GCSE.

Wide range of degrees and careers within the
areas of Aeronautical Engineering; Agricultural Science;
Astronomy; Engineering; Medicine; Computing; 
Environmental Science; Forensic Science; Ocean Science;
Radiography.  

Level: GCSE
Examination Board: AQA

SUBJECT:TRIPLE SCIENCE: PHYSICS Specification:8463

“Physics is a really challenging
subject with high demands on
intellect and mathematical skills.
It’s practical and fun as 
well though!”

Clare
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C O M P U L S O R Y  C O R E  S U B J E C T

For more information contact the Head of Physics:

Name:Mr William Gilbertson
Email: w.gilbertson@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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GCSE course outline

The course is based around three key themes: 

(1) Identity and culture (covering relationships, technology,
free-time activities, customs and festivals in French-
speaking countries/communities); 

(2) Local, national, international and global areas of interest
(covering home, town neighbourhood and region; social
issues; global issues; and travel and tourism); 

(3) Current and future study and employment (covering
personal studies; life at school/college; post-16 education;
and jobs, careers and ambitions)

Skills required

Listening: being able to understand and respond to
spoken French:

Speaking: being able to communicate and interact in
spoken French;

Reading: being able to understand and respond to
written French;

and Writing: being able to communicate in written French.

Assessment Method

Coursework:  

The course is linear (examined at the end of the course)
and does not have a coursework element

Examinations: 

“F” refers to Foundation Tier; “H” refers to Higher Tier

Listening: (F) 35mins or (H) 45mins; questions and
responses in both English and French; 

Reading: (F) 45mins or (H) 60mins; questions and
responses in both English and French, plus a translation
from French to English;

Speaking: (F) 7-9 mins or (H) 10-12 mins including a: (1)
Role Play; (2) Stimulus Card; and (3) General Conversation.

Writing: (F) 60 mins or (H) 75 mins; (F) simple responses, a
short written passage, a translation from English to French
and structured writing. (H) Structured writing, open-ended
writing and translation from English to French.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

The A-Level course MFL in French is offered at LVS Ascot.

Careers linked to the subject:

Careers areas with specific MFL skills: translating,
interpreting, teaching foreign language(s).

Careers areas with combined MFL and other skills: Law,
Engineering, Science (including Social Science, History,
Sociology, Psychology and Philosophy), Politics, Finance,
Business (Sales and Marketing), it and Computing, Leisure,
Tourism, Catering, Transport, Civil Service, Media and Journalism. 

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:AQA

SUBJECT: FRENCH Specification: 8658

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mr Dominic Key
Email: d.key@lvs.ascot.sch.uk      

“I have always enjoyed languages
and how they allowed me to talk to
and understand a range of people
and discover entirely new and
different cultures.”

Jamie
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O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

The course is based around three key themes: 

(1) Identity and culture (covering relationships,
technology, free-time activities, customs and festivals in
Spanish-speaking countries/communities); 

(2) Local, national, international and global areas of
interest (covering home, town neighbourhood and
region; social issues; global issues; and travel and tourism); 

(3) Current and future study and employment (covering
personal studies; life at school/college; post-16 education;
and jobs, careers and ambitions)

Skills required

Listening: being able to understand and respond to
spoken Spanish:

Speaking: being able to communicate and interact in
spoken Spanish;

Reading: being able to understand and respond to
written Spanish;

and Writing: being able to communicate in written Spanish.

Assessment Method

Coursework: 

The course is linear (examined at the end of the course)
and does not have a coursework element

Examinations: 

“F” refers to Foundation Tier; “H” refers to Higher Tier

Listening: (F) 35mins or (H) 45mins; questions and
responses in both English and Spanish; 

Reading: (F) 45mins or (H) 60mins; questions and
responses in both English and Spanish, plus a translation
from Spanish to English;

Speaking: (F) 7-9 mins or (H) 10-12 mins including a: (1)
Role Play; (2) Stimulus Card; and (3) General Conversation.

Writing: (F) 60 mins or (H) 75 mins; (F) simple responses, a
short written passage, a translation from English to
Spanish and structured writing. (H) Structured writing,
open-ended writing and translation from English to Spanish.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

The A-Level course MFL in Spanish is offered in the LVS
Ascot Sixth Form.

Careers linked to the subject:

Careers areas with specific MFL skills: translating,
interpreting, teaching foreign language(s).

Careers areas with combined MFL and other skills: Law,
Engineering, Science (including Social Science, History,
Sociology, Psychology and Philosophy), Politics, Finance,
Business (Sales and Marketing), it and Computing, Leisure,
Tourism, Catering, Transport, Civil Service, Media and
Journalism. 

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:AQA

SUBJECT: SPANISH Specification:8698

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name:Ms Rosie Heath
Email: r.heath@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“As with every GCSE, the course is
challenging, however for MFL
there is so much more than just
learning from a book; it’s fun and
entertaining too.”

Adam
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GCSE course outline

In Year 10 you will concentrate on Theme 1: Investigating
Small Business. In this unit you will learn business theory
using small local business and larger UK wide business
examples. You will learn about business operations,
finance, marketing and human resources. You will also
learn about the impact of the businesses environment on
its decisions.

In Year 11 you focus on Theme 2: Building a business. Here
you learn how businesses grow and develop beyond the
start-up phase. You will learn how this growth impacts on
operations, finance, marketing and human resources. You
will now focus on national and global business examples
including multinational corporations. Once again you will
need to understand how a business must continually
adapt to its changing environment.

Skills required

To excel in this subject, you will need to demonstrate the
following skills:

• Communicating and explaining your ideas in both
verbally and in writing

• Problem solving and critical thinking skills

• Numerical skills including calculations and the
interpretation of data

Assessment Method:

Theme 1: Written Examination 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
This paper will consist of multiple choice, short-answer
and extended writing questions. Written answers will be
based on short case studies. This paper is worth 50% of
your qualification.

Theme 2: Written Examination 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
This paper will consist of multiple choice, short-answer
and extended writing questions. Written answers will be
based on short case studies. This paper is worth 50% of
your qualification.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

Successful completion of GCSE Business Studies will
enable you to progress into LVS Sixth Form to study A
level Business Studies, A level Economics or the City and
Guilds Business Finance.  You will become skilled in
making decisions, being creative, solving problems,
understanding finance, dealing with data, communicating
and working as part of team. Business qualifications can
lead to careers in Human Resources, Insurance,
Recruitment, Accountancy, Law, Marketing or the Leisure
and Tourism industry.

Level: GCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

SUBJECT: BUSINESS STUDIES Specification:1BS0 

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mr Richard Furse
Email: r.furse@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“I really enjoy the diversity of
GCSE Business Studies as it helped
me understand how to set up a
business. I now realise all the hard
work my dad puts into running
the family business.”

Josh

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

Computing is of enormous importance to the economy;
the role of Computer Science as a discipline and as an
'underpinning' subject across Science and Engineering is
growing rapidly.  It is a challenging topical subject
designed for students with a logical approach who wish
to gain deeper insight into technology and to gain
programming skills or to continue with Computer
Science at A level. The course looks inside computing
systems to explore the fundamental concepts, and to
understand how technology makes a difference to our
lives. The course includes programming, networks, security,
data representation, applications and architecture. Critical
thinking, logical reasoning and algorithmic thinking skills
are developed together with design and structured
problem-solving. Students will develop understanding by
solving interesting and challenging problems: this set of
skills is known as computational thinking.

Skills required

This is a challenging topical subject designed for students
with a logical approach and strong mathematical ability
who wish to gain deeper insight into computing technology,
to learn to code or to gain an understanding of how
technology can be used.  It is a science subject with specific
facts to learn and apply and students must be prepared
to engage with Design and Implementation in practical
work. An ability to work independently and tenaciously,
for example in debugging your programs, is essential.

Assessment Method: 20% coursework, 80% 

Examination (2 x 1½ hour long and short 
answer questions)

Coursework: 

Controlled Assessment of 20 hours.  Students will design,
develop and test a solution to solve a challenge set by the
Exam Board, creating suitable algorithms using standard
programming techniques (Python3).  New options are
issued each year to be completed under high control
with no access to the internet. Students develop attention
to detail and time management skills during the creation
of the coursework project.

Examinations: 

1. Computer Systems;  long and short answer questions

2. Computational thinking and algorithms and 
programming  - questions and coding.

Post 16 opportunities and careers 

This GCSE provides a firm grounding for further study in
Computer Science or IT.  The vast majority of 21st century
careers require an understanding of Computing to some
degree; areas such as e-commerce, technical support,
business, and expanding areas such as computer gaming,
networking and other well-paid opportunities with
Computer Science.  ‘Computational thinking’, developed in
this subject is an attribute increasingly valued and sought
by employers.  Students may also apply for relevant
apprenticeships in this sector.  There are opportunities to
join LVHackers to enter a variety of competitions which
involve more advanced programming, teamwork and
logical problem solving.

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mr Stavros Panayi
Email: s.panayi@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“The competitions linked to this
subject such as First Lego league
and CyberCenturion are great.”

Harry

“It’s hard because you really have to
think, but it is my favourite subject.”

Tom

“You get to do different types of
coding and learn to explain
technical things.”

Bryn

Level: GCSE
Examination Board: OCR

SUBJECT: COMPUTER SCIENCE Specification:OCR J276 

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

GCSE Media Studies is designed to enable students to:

• demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, 
decision-making and analysis 

• acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of 
important media issues 

• develop appreciation and critical understanding of the
media and their role both historically and currently in
society, culture and politics 

• develop practical skills by providing opportunities for
creative media production. 

The Media Studies course is based on 
3 main topics:

• Exploring media language and representation

• Understanding media forms and products

• Creating media products

Skills required

No previous skills are required for this course.

Assessment Method
Creating Media Products
30% of qualification 

In this component, learners create an individual media
production in one form for an intended audience,
applying their knowledge and understanding of media
language and representation.The forms that learners can
work in include television, magazine, film marketing,
music marketing and online options. 

Written Examinations 

Paper 1:
Exploring Media Language and
Representation 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
30% of qualification 

This component assesses media language and
representation. It covers all of the following media forms:
newspapers, radio news/current affairs programmes,
advertising, video games, magazines and music videos.
Learners will be assessed on three of these forms. 

Paper 2:
Understanding Media Forms and Products 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 
40% of qualification 

This component explores TV genres and film marketing
assessing the following areas of the theoretical
framework: media language, representation, media
industries, audiences. 

Post 16 opportunities and careers 

As a general qualification, Media Studies is a good
grounding for a number of courses and career paths.
More specifically Media Studies is good preparation for
the post 16 course in the Sixth Form at LVS Ascot.

Career paths include: Journalism, Marketing and
Promotion, Advertising, Editing, Sound Technician, Film
Production, Broadcasting. 

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:WJEC 

SUBJECT:MEDIA STUDIES Specification:For teaching from 2017 

“Media has been one of my
favourite subjects for GCSE. 
There is a perfect balance between
coursework and theory lessons
that make Media lessons enjoyable
and different from other subjects.
Studying a range of texts from
magazines, films and reality TV
highlights how media affects
everyone in today’s society and
how ever growing the Media
industry is.”

Amy
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Jenny Westwood
Email: j.westwood@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

The International Cambridge GCSE course has two
examinations and one piece of coursework.

The data for the coursework is collected on a three-day 
field trip in Dorset in the summer term of Year 10.

It is written up during the summer holidays.

Skills required

Practical skills such as sketching, as part of a love of
fieldwork and travel are useful.

An interest in current affairs always helps as does
enjoyment of maps and graphs.

Assessment Method

Coursework:

One piece of 2000 words based on field work.

Examinations:

There are a variety of question types, such as multi–choice
questions, short and extended answer questions,
graphical and data questions and practical enquiry
questions. The International GCSE has three components:

Paper 1: Population and Settlement, The Natural
Environment and Economic Development, 1 hour 45
minutes, 45%

Paper 2: Skills, 1 hour 30 minutes, 27.5%

Coursework: non – exam conditions, 27.5%

Post 16 opportunities and careers

Geography can be taken satisfactorily with any subject in
the Sixth Form at LVS Ascot. Favourite combinations have
been with Psychology, Business Studies, Information
Technology, Biology, Mathematics, English, French, Spanish,
History, Art, and Product Design. Geography is a popular
subject and leads to a whole variety of career opportunities
especially in Environment Management, the Armed Forces,
Scientific Services and Leisure, Travel and Tourism. These are
offered at degree and other levels by the University of
Manchester, Anglia and Cambridge for example. Some of
the most recent degrees offered include geo-
management and geographic Information systems (UCL).

Level: IGCSE
SUBJECT:GEOGRAPHY Examination Board:Edexcel

Specification: International GCSE Geography (0460 Cambridge)

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Margaret McAuley
Email: m.mcauley@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“I find it a very interesting and an
all-round enjoyable subject. In
Geography we had the excellent
residential Dorset trip in Year 10.
One of my favourite things about
Geography is the course work.”

Ojas    

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

This qualification will enable students to:

• knowledge and understanding of selected periods 
and/or aspects of history, exploring the significance of 
historical events, people, changes and issues

• use historical sources critically, in context, recording
significant information and reaching conclusions

• organise and communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of history

• draw conclusions and make historical judgements.

The following areas are studied:

Paper I

• DEPTH STUDY ONE – Germany 1918 – 1945 

• DEPTH STUDY TWO – Civil Rights 1945 – 1974 

Paper 2 

• INVESTIGATION (SOURCES) – The USA 1918-1941

• BREADTH (CHANGE) – Medicine in the C19 and C20
world. 

Skills required 

Students interested in GCSE History need solid literacy
skills. Above all however, they should have an intellectual
curiosity. This means that they want to understand what
shaped the world they are growing up in.

Assessment Method

Examinations: 

This course is examined by two examinations at the end
of Year 11.  Each examination is one hour 30 minutes in
duration.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

Historians are trained to look for bias and prejudice. There
is no other subject that deals so well with sorting out
what is useful and reliable evidence and what must be
sifted out than History. As such, it is a very highly regarded
qualification.  In LVS Ascot Sixth Form we offer a range of
linked A level courses including History, Law, and
Government and Politics.

The largest employer of History graduates is the finance
sector. However Journalism, Education, Politics, Business,
Culture and Human Resources all have a large number of
trained historians.    

Level: IGCSE
Examination Board: Edexcel

SUBJECT:HISTORY Specification:4HI1

“History is my thinking subject.
The lessons are challenging but
that is great. What we learn about
really matters. There is plenty 
of support.”

Tom
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mr Bob Mignot
Email: b.mignot@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline

By studying both Christianity and another major world
faith, students will be able to approach religious, moral,
philosophical and social questions from the perspectives
of two very different systems of thought.

Area of Study 1

Beliefs and values (60%)

1. The Universe, Creation and the Place of Human
Beings

2. Life and Death

3. Peace and Conflict

4. Rights, Equality and Social Justice

Area of Study 2

The Religious Community (40%)

1. Origins and the impact of the Community

2. Celebration and Pilgrimage

3. Worship and Practice

Skills required

To be successful in Philosophy you do not need to be
religious.  All that is required is enthusiasm and curiosity –
and a willingness to approach the issues with an open
mind and respect for others’ views whether they are
theistic, atheistic or agnostic.

Assessment Method

Examinations:  

Assessment is by examination only.  Area of Study 1 is
assessed by a 1 hour and 45 minutes long paper at the
end of Year 11.

Area of Study 2 is assessed by a 1 hour and 30 minute
long paper at the end of Year 11.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

Philosophy is an excellent step towards a wide range of
future opportunities, supporting progress to further
studies at A level.  At LVS Ascot Sixth Form we offer a very
popular A level Philosophy course that links well to this
GCSE.  Philosophy is excellent preparation for students
who wish to confront, evaluate and form considered
opinions on some of life’s biggest issues and questions.
Employers and universities want students with enquiring
minds who can appreciate different viewpoints and make
balanced, informed decisions.  

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mr Simon Martin
Email: s.martin@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“Philosophy was my favourite
subject at GCSE.  The knowledge I
gained was not only useful in my
wider academic life, but also in
my personal life.  I gained a
deeper understanding of culture
than I would have in any 
other subject.”

OliverS
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Level: IGCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

Specification:4RS1

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T

SUBJECT: PHILOSOPHY
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GCSE course outline

This course will allow students to develop an appreciation
of the creative process through a variety of two-
dimensional and three-dimensional media, materials and
techniques. This course will allow those who wish to
follow a creative process the knowledge of the subject
and developing your personal ideas into exciting
outcomes in a fully supported environment. 

Skills required

You must have an interest in the visual world and have an
open minded approach about what Art can be.  You
should already have a good command of drawing skills
and enjoy working in a wide range of media, while
working in a creative atmosphere where you are able to
explore a wide range of communication techniques. 

Assessment Method

Coursework:  60%

Personal Portfolio  - Component 1 

Internally set projects – including sketchbooks, research
and development of ideas in a range of 2 dimensional & 3
dimensional outcomes, by building on technical skills and
experimenting with different types of media, processes
and techniques.  All work is supported by contextual
research.  Coursework is completed over Year 10 and term
1 of Year 11. 

Examinations: 40%

ESA (Externally set assignment) – Component 2

The ESA represents the culmination of the course as it
draws together all the knowledge, understanding and
skills which have been developed in Component 1.

10 hour controlled assessment – practical exam – date set
in the spring of Year 11. 

Post 16 opportunities and careers: 

LVS Ascot Sixth Form offers a range of courses linked  to
GCSE Art. Many students take further creative A Levels on
the basis of GCSE Art. If you are considering a creative
degree, GCSE Art will be looked at very closely by
universities. 

Careers linked to the subject:

Animator, Architect,  Arts therapist, Ceramic designer,
Fashion Designer, Fine Artist, Furniture Designer, Games
Developer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Product Designer,
Interior Designer, Jewellery Designer, Make-up Artist,
Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Conservator,
Photographer, Press Photographer, Printmaker, Production
Designer – Film/Television/Theatre, Textile Designer or
Web Designer, Prosthetic Make-up, Special & Visual Effects.

Level:GCSE
Examination Board: Edexcel

SUBJECT: ART Specification:Art, Craft & Design (1AD0)

“My enjoyable experience in GCSE
Art has supported me personally
and academically. It was the
prime foundation needed before
stepping up to A level, and one
which cemented the skills needed
to achieve the things I have done
today in my A level Art. The
creative nature found in art has
transformed the way I now think.”

Regine
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Rebecca Sandford
Email: r.sandford@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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GCSE course outline

• Two practical performances, students choose to be
assessed on Acting or Technical skills.

• Students will devise a piece of theatre (40% of GCSE)
in the style of a practitioner or genre. Students will
study different practitioners and genres in preparation
for their devised performance. Students can be
assessed on acting or design.

• Students will perform and extract from a text (20% of
GCSE), students can be assessed on acting or design. 

• Written examination - open book exam where
students study a set text and evaluate a production
they have seen. Student notes are allowed in the
exam.

• Students will have the opportunity to view live
theatre in order to evaluate them in their final
examination.

Skills required 

Acting or Technical Theatre skills are desirable and will be
developed over the 2 years. Analytical skills, for both
textual study and live performance review. Collaborative
attitude, team working skills are necessary.

Assessment Method

Coursework: 

40% devised performance including written supporting
evidence (10%). Students can choose the acting or design
option. 

20% performance from a text. Students can choose the
acting or design option. 

Examinations:

40% written examination at the end of Year 11.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

Students can take further study in Drama and Theatre
Studies at A Level at LVS Ascot.  Career opportunities
include everything from a range of stage and screen
professions including Directing, Acting, Theatre Design,
Stage Management. Drama also prepares students for
professions in Law, Marketing; and roles where problem
solving, creative solutions and team working are vital.

“I’ve enjoyed digging deeper,
exploring Drama in much greater
depth. It’s been exciting
developing my understanding of
how to bring ideas, characters and
plays to the stage.”

Ellana
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Miss Jessica Clark
Email: j.clark@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

Level:GCSE
Examination Board: WJEC

SUBJECT:DRAMA Specification: GCSE Drama

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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GCSE course outline 

Whilst studying GCSE Music you will explore a range of
musical traditions including Music for Stage and Screen
and Instrumental and Vocal Music. You will also be
exposed to music from other world traditions. You will
learn how to listen to Music and explain what you are
hearing using correct musical terminology and critical
analysis.

You will develop your composition skills and musicianship
through composition and performance opportunities.

Skills required

The syllabus for GCSE Music aims to consolidate and
develop the skills a candidate has in Performing,
Composing, Listening, and Musical Analysis. 

Assessment Method

Coursework:  

You are required to complete two compositions which
form 30% of the assessment. One of these is a free choice
composition and the other has to be composed within an
area of study stipulated by the exam board. You will also
complete a solo and ensemble performance worth 30%
of the course 
in total.  

Examinations: 

The remaining 40% of the course is assessed in the form
of a listening examination at the end of Year 11. This will
contain questions relating to set study works within four
areas of study and one unfamiliar piece.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

This is the ideal course for those wishing to pursue a
career in the Music Industry and is the perfect platform for
further study at A level in Music or Music Technology at
LVS Ascot.

Candidates with music qualifications have entered careers
in Performing, Theatre (on stage and technical), Recording
and Television, Media, Information Technology, Education,
Teaching and even Banking, Law and Computing.

“The music course has been the
best experience out of all my
selected courses. I am glad and
relieved that I selected to study
it, it has exceeded my
expectations. I have enjoyed
developing my musicianship
and discovering new musical
traditions.”

Alan
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For more information contact the Course Leaders:

Name: Mr James Wilder
Email: j.wilder@lvs.acsot.sch.uk

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

SUBJECT:MUSIC Specification: 1MU0

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T



     GCSE course outline

For students who have an interest in and an enthusiasm
for and enjoyment of Art, Design and Photography. This
course will allow students to develop an appreciation of
the creative process through the medium of
Photography.  

The course will help to develop students’ creative,
imaginative and practical skills for communicating and
expressing ideas, feelings and meanings in photography.
A strong interest in Art, along with a good work ethic is
essential.  Students will also develop investigative,
analytical, experimental and critical skills.

Skills required

You must have an interest in the visual world, be open
minded about what Photography and lens based media
can be.  You must have an appreciation of visual elements
and enjoy working in a wide range of media, while
working in a creative atmosphere where you are able to
explore a wide range of communication techniques.  The
ability to work independently and in a sustained manner
is essential in order to be successful in Photography. 

Assessment Method

Coursework:  60%

Personal Portfolio - Component 1  

Internally set projects – including sketchbooks, research
and development of ideas in a range of 2 dimensional & 3
dimensional outcomes, by building on technical skills and
experimenting with different types of lens based media,
processes and techniques.  All work is supported by
contextual research.

Coursework is completed over Year 10 and term 1 of Year 11.  

Examinations: 40%

ESA (Externally set assignment) – Component 2

The ESA represents the culmination of the course as it
draws together all the knowledge, understanding and
skills which have been developed in Component 1.

10 hour controlled assessment – practical exam – date set
in the spring of Year 11. 

Post 16 opportunities and careers:  

If you are considering a creative degree, GCSE
Photography will be looked at very closely by universities. 

Careers linked to the subject:

Animator, Architect,  Arts Therapist, Ceramic Designer,
Fashion Designer, Fine Artist, Furniture Designer, Games
Developer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Product Designer,
Interior Designer, Jewellery Designer, Make-up Artist,
Medical Illustrator, Museum/Gallery Conservator,
Photographer, Press Photographer, Printmaker, Production
Designer – Film/Television/Theatre, Textile Designer or
Web Designer, Prosthetic Make-up, Special & Visual Effects.

Level: GCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

SUBJECT: PHOTOGRAPHY Specification:Art, Craft & Design Photography (1PY0) 

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Rebecca Sandford
Email: r.sandford@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“I had a great time doing GCSE
Photography. I learnt new
techniques using the dark room to
make analogue prints, which was
something I really enjoyed and
know it’s another process I can
use in the future. The Art
Department were really helpful
and supportive, giving me new
ideas which enabled me to stretch
my skills. It was a challenging
course, but at the same time great
fun and it has given me another
GCSE course in something I 
enjoy doing. ”

Jake
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GCSE course outline

This course is an exciting practical programme of study. It
involves the creation, selection and manipulation of a
range of materials across a number of processes. These
include weaving, knitting, felting, embroidery, construction
techniques, applique, printing and batik. Students will
have the opportunity to lead their work in a direction that
best suits their interests and strengths. 

Skills required

You must be enthusiastic and already have a keen interest
in the creative arts. You should be open to new processes
and techniques, and be willing to experiment with these.
Drawing is an essential skill in the design and
development process, from initial ideas right through to
the finished product. However, photography and
computer based design can be used to aid this process. 

Assessment Method

Coursework:  60%

Personal Portfolio  - Component 1 

Internally set projects- including sketchbooks, research,
development of ideas through sampling both 2
dimensionally and 3 dimensionally, experimentation using
a range of media, processes and techniques. All work is
supported by contextual research.

Coursework is completed over Year 10 and term 1 of Year 11.

Examination: 40%

ESA (Externally set assignment) – Component 2

The ESA represents the culmination of the course as it
draws together all the knowledge, understanding and
skills that have been developed in component 1.

10 hour controlled assessment- practical exam- date set in
the spring of Year 11. 

Post 16 opportunities and careers: 

LVS Ascot sixth form offers many Art based A levels,
including Art Textiles.

Careers linked to the subject:

Fashion designer, Textiles designer, Film/Television/Theatre
Costume designer, Fashion buyer, Teacher and
merchandising as well as supporting many other careers
in the creative industries. 

Level:GCSE
Examination Board: Edexcel

SUBJECT:TEXTILES Specification:Edexcel/1TE0 

“Textiles has opened my eyes to a
different world within Art.”

Crystal
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For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mrs Rebecca Sandford
Email: r.sandford@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T



GCSE course outline

The GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting
and creative course which focuses on practical cooking
skills. Students develop a thorough understanding of
nutrition, food safety, food provenance and the working
characteristics of food materials through practical cookery,
research and scientific investigation. Basic practical skills
are developed to enable students to become competent
and confident cooks. 

Food preparation skills are explored through five core
topics:

• Food, Nutrition and Health

• Food Science 

• Food Safety 

• Food Choice 

• Food provenance.

Skills required

Knowledge of basic cooking skills would be
advantageous, with an enquiring mind and the ability to
work independently on practical tasks.

Assessment Method

Coursework:  

Worth a total of 50% of the total GCSE grade. The
coursework is divided into two tasks:

Task One: Investigation Task 

Students complete scientific testing, experimenting with a
range of functional, chemical and working properties of
ingredients. 

Task Two: Food Preparation Assessment. Students will
prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes in
three hours.

Examinations: 

Worth a total of 50% of the total GCSE. The examination
will comprise of multiple choice questions and five
questions based on the topics studied in class. The exam is
1 hour 45 minutes.

Post 16 opportunities and careers 

At LVS Ascot, students will have the opportunity to
progress their studies in Years 12 and 13 with WJEC
Diploma in Nutrition and Food Science which is a level 3
(A level) qualification. Further study at a graduate level can
be pursued in Sports Nutrition, Food Science and Retail
Leisure Management. 

Students could use this GCSE to develop careers in: Hotel
and Catering Management, Food Retail, Consumer,
Customer Services, Design and Technology Teaching,
Nursing, Food Science, Nutrition, Dietician, Sports Nutrition
and many others.

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name:Miss Catherine Gill
Email: c.gill@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“I really enjoyed the GCSE in Food;
we had many opportunities to
experiment with creating our own
recipes and were able try out a
range of cooking techniques.”

Felicity
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O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T

SUBJECT: FOOD PREPARATION
AND NUTRITION 

Level: GCSE
Examination Board:AQA

Specification: 8585
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GCSE course outline

This is a great GCSE for students who enjoy practical work
and are interested in finding out about the materials used
to manufacture products.  In addition to developing
dexterity with a range of tools, students will have the
opportunity to work in our state of the art workshop
which has a 3D printer, laser cutter and CNC router.

This new course in Design and Technology has been
chosen as it is engaging and inspiring.  It reflects the
demands of a truly modern and evolving society – a
qualification that enables  students to apply themselves
and develop the practical skills needed to succeed in their
chosen pathway.

Students will acquire subject knowledge in design and
technology that builds on Key Stage 3 lessons. The new
specification incorporates knowledge and understanding
of different materials and manufacturing processes in
order to design and make product (prototypes).  Students
learn how to take design risks, helping them to become
resourceful, innovative and enterprising citizens. They will
be given opportunities develop an awareness of practices
from the creative, engineering and manufacturing
industries.  Students will develop an understanding of the
impact of Design and Technology on daily life and the
wider world.  High-quality Design and Technology is
important to the creativity, culture, sustainability, wealth
and wellbeing of the nation and the global community.

Skills required

Students should have experience of a Design and
Technology workshop and have an interest in developing
practical skills.  They should be keen to develop specialist
knowledge in one of the following areas; metals, papers
and boards, polymers, timbers.  Technical language and
mathematical skills are included in this course which will
be taught to be accessible to all students.

Assessment Method

50% project work 

Students will undertake a project based on a contextual
challenge released on 1st June by Edexcel.  This task will
be internally assessed and externally moderated.  The
project will test students’ skills in investigating, designing,
making and evaluating a prototype of a product.  

1. Investigate (16 marks) - investigation of needs and 
research, and a product specification.

2. Design (42 marks) - producing different design
ideas, review of initial ideas, development of design
ideas into a chosen design, communication of
design ideas and review of the chosen design.

3. Make (36 marks) – manufacture of a quality
product with accuracy.

4. Evaluate (6 marks) - testing and evaluating your
product.

50% examination – 1 hour 45 minute written
examination 

The paper consists of two sections. Section A is assessed
on the core content and Section B is assessed on the
material category students have chosen from; metals,
papers and boards, polymers, timbers.  The examination
contains a mixture of different question styles, including
open-response, graphical, calculation and extended-
open-response questions.

Post 16 opportunities and careers 

The Design and Technology course links really well to the
A Level Product Design course offered at LVS Ascot Sixth
Form. This in turn suits higher education courses in
Engineering, Architecture, Graphic Design and Product
Design amongst others. Employment areas include
Architecture, Product Design, Building and Construction,
Engineering, Manufacturing Industry, Design and
Technology Teaching, Stage Design and Graphic Design.

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name: Mr Martin Smith
Email:m.smith@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

Level:GCSE
Examination Board:Edexcel

SUBJECT:DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY Specification: 1DT0

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T

“Design and Technology allowed me
to gain a really useful qualification
in a practical environment. 
The course provided a great
opportunity to learn about the
subject as a whole and also a
specialist materials area.”S
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GCSE course outline

GCSE Physical Education provides students with the
knowledge and understanding of how to live a healthy
and active lifestyle, enabling them to make informed
choices about their own physical development. Students
can choose from a variety of roles and activities in which
to participate in 
physical activity.

Students will learn how to analyse and evaluate
performance and suggest effective plans for
improvement.

Theory made up from:

1. Applied anatomy and physiology 

2. Movement analysis 

3. Physical training 

4. Use of data 

5. Sports psychology 

6. Socio-cultural influences

7. Health, fitness and well-being 

Practical

Practical performance in three different physical activities
in the role of player/performer (one in a team activity, one
in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in
an individual activity). Analysis and evaluation of
performance is undertaken to bring about improvement
in one activity.

Coursework element is 40%: 30% practical and 10%
written.

Skills required 

You should be a practical performer in 3 sports; one in a
team activity, one in an individual activity and one in
either a team or in an individual activity.  It is preferable to
have some knowledge and understanding of the human
body and movement.

Assessment Method

Coursework:  Performance analysis in one sport

Examinations: 

There are two 1 hour 15 minute examinations.  

1. The human body and movement in physical 
activity and sport.  

2. Socio-cultural influences and well-being in
physical activity and sport.

Post 16 opportunities and careers

There are a variety of courses offered in the Sixth Form at
LVS Ascot that link to this qualification.  These include A
level PE, BTEC Sport, Sport and Fitness Services. The
following careers can be pursued by someone with an
interest in this subject PE Teacher, Physiotherapist,
Coach/Trainer, Sports Management, Sports Psychologist
and Sports Massage.

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name:Mrs Emma Pearce
Email: e.pearce@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“The theory is extremely
interesting and engaging and the
practical part makes it
competitive and fun.”

Elliot
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Level: GCSE
Examination Board:AQA

SUBJECT: PHYSICAL EDUCATION Specification:8582

O P T I O N A L  S U B J E C T
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    Introduction to BTEC Firsts

BTECs are vocationally related qualifications, where
learners develop knowledge and understanding by
applying their learning and skills in a work-related context.
Additionally, they are popular and effective because they
engage learners to take responsibility for their own
learning and to develop skills that are essential for the
modern-day workplace. These skills include: teamworking;
working from a prescribed brief; working to deadlines;
presenting information effectively; and accurately
completing administrative tasks and processes. BTEC Firsts
motivate learners, and open doors to progression into
further study and responsibility within the workplace. 

Course Outline

BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport has been developed to:  

• encourage personal development through practical 
participation and performance in a range of sports and 
exercise activities  

• give learners a wider understanding and appreciation of 
health-related fitness, sports and exercise through a
selection of optional specialist units

• encourage learners to develop their people,
communication, planning and team-working skills by
having the opportunity to select from optional units
available in the qualification structure

• provide education and training for sport, leisure and 
recreation employees 

• give opportunities for sport, leisure and recreation
employees to achieve a nationally recognised level 1 or
level 2 vocationally-specific qualification 

• give full-time learners the opportunity to progress to
other vocational qualifications, such as the Pearson BTEC
Level 3 Nationals in Sport or Sport and Exercise Sciences,
or on to GCE A level, and in due course, to enter
employment in the sport and active leisure sector 

• give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills
and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential
for successful performance in working life.

Assessment Method

There are two compulsory units that students
will study: 

• Fitness for Sport and Exercise (external assessment
– 1 hour online exam)

• Practical Sports Performance (internal assessment)

And two out of four optional units:

• The Mind and Sports Performance (internal assessment)

• The Sports Performer in Action (internal assessment)

• Training for Personal Fitness (internal assessment)

• Leading Sports Activities (internal assessment)

Post 16 opportunities and careers

There are a variety of courses offered in the Sixth Form at
LVS Ascot that link to this qualification. These include A
level PE, and BTEC Diploma Sport.

The following careers can be pursued by someone with
an interest in this subject PE Teacher, Physiotherapist,
Coach/Trainer, Sports Management, Sports Psychologist
and Sports Massage.

Level:BTEC Level 2 First Award 
Examination Board:Edexcel

SUBJECT: SPORT

For more information contact the Head of Department:

Name:Mrs Emma Pearce
Email: e.pearce@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

“I love the wide range of the
course – and the way it makes
sport relevant to the 
wider world!”

Marcus
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