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INTRODUCTION
To begin with, I found writing this opening 
statement extremely difficult because 
where do I start? We have all been through 
so much these past sixteen months and it is 
hard to comprehend how much we have all 
sacrificed. In parts it feels like we have lost 
over a year of our lives but in many ways, I 
feel like humanity has gained so much. For 
one thing, my mum and dad now know how 
to use Zoom and I cannot begin to tell you 
what a revolution that is!

As I write, the first glimmers of light are emerging 
that the restrictions of this pandemic may finally 
begin to be lifted and we can enjoy summer with 
the people closest to us. The last time I wrote my 
entry for the LiVeS magazine not for one minute 
did I foresee the bubbles, the cancelled Christmas, 
the revolving doors of year groups isolating, the 
home teaching, the TAG’s or the snow in April!

But as always, my colleagues and I adapt. Because 
that is what LVS does best. We always find a 
solution to any problem, and we all pull through as 
a team to ensure that we are providing a first-class 
education to our pupils and that above all they 
are happy. 

I have been extremely proud to be part of LVS over 
this past year and putting together this magazine 
only highlights to me further how unique we 
are. Despite everything, we have managed to 
raise money for charity, run sporting events, art 
competitions, co-curricular clubs you name it 
we have tried to deliver it. I have seen all of my 
colleagues try and keep school life as ‘normal’ as 
possible for all of our students.

Fast forward to the summer term and it is such 
a special sight to see our students once again, 
playing freely outside on the field. I hope as you 
are reading this, you are as optimistic for the 
academic year ahead as I am. I have faith that 
my next magazine entry I write will allow me to 
say goodbye to the bubbles, goodbye to the 
restrictions and that we will be able to welcome 
back the event-filled timetable we are so greatly 
proud of.

Stay safe, stay happy, stay creative.

Angela Farrugia, BA Hons PGCE QTS,  
LiVeS Editor 

Looking at my opening statement to LiVeS 
2020, the world doesn’t seem to have 
move on as much as my optimistic words 
anticipated last summer. 

Although we had a relatively stable autumn term, 
being thrust back into lockdown for the spring 
term was a severe blow. However, despite the 
knock-back, LVS once again held its head high and 
we ploughed on through the dark, cold and rainy/
snowy days. 

We haven't had the normal opportunities a year 
would usually afford us but still, the school has 
rallied, taken part in some fantastic opportunities 
and raised significant amounts for charity.  
With summer nearly here, the lifting of 
restrictions and the vaccination programme in 
full force, we are planning a bumper year for 
next year- back to normal- back to living, sharing 
and embracing every wonderful event and 
opportunity for 2021/22. 

Well done to everyone- extremely proud of you!

Christine Cunniffe, BA Hons MMus MBA, 
LVS Ascot Senior School Principal

REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL
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Throughout this school year, life within the 
Infant and Junior School has been encased 
by bubbles and bunting, we have tried to 
keep day to day life as normal as possible 
for our youngest children so that school has 
been a place to learn, play and socialise. 

Once again, the resilience of our pupils, the 
flexibility of staff and the support of the wider 
school community has made this an inspiring 
place to work during the pandemic. During the 
year we have introduced a new themed learning 
curriculum and embraced the possibilities that 
technology in the classroom brings to inspiring 

independent learners and creating an atmosphere 
of curiosity and creativity. 

Whilst we have missed the regular trips out of 
school, both day and residential, learning has 
been brought to life in the classrooms and our 
wonderful outdoor space in as many ways as 
possible. During the summer term it has been 
wonderful to see the children starting to take 
part in such events again and returning to the 
sporting fixtures which are such an important part 
of school life. As we enter the summer holidays 
and reflect at the end of another school year, we 
all hope that next year is more normal and settled, 

but in the meantime I would like to say thank you 
to everyone for their hard work and determination 
that has made this year a success.

Rachael Cox, BA Hons PGCE NPQSL MCCT, 
Headteacher, LVS Ascot Infant and  
Junior School

REFLECTIONS FROM THE HEAD 
OF THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

This past academic year has been a strange 
one for everyone. It has taught us life lessons 
that we never would have learnt if it wasn’t 
for Coronavirus. 

Along with the immense amount of support 
LVS supplied us with during lockdowns, 
becoming Head Boy in January 2021 gave me the 
opportunity to make the most of the situation 
we were in and play my part in helping my peers 
through the tough time. My tutor, Mrs Melhuish, 
and I put together a family quiz to raise money 
for the NHS charities which was a huge success 
having raised £1300. It brought laughter and fun 
amongst students, teachers and parents. 

The uncertainties around exams did make my 
A-levels a little scary however, the kindness and 
genuine passion from my teachers for us to do 
well made everything much easier. From the 
get-go last year, we were privileged to have the 
technology and support to study throughout 
lockdown and continue at a steady pace. 

I would like to thank my teachers, the SMT and my 
peers for being resilient, caring and supportive. 
I have the upmost respect for everyone who 
has got through the last two years and wish you 
the best summer 
celebrations  
and future. 

Lawrence Bland

This academic year has been far from 
ordinary for everyone. With constant 
change and uncertainty, I am proud to say 
that as a school we have stuck together and 
supported each other as a community. 

I feel privileged to have held the position of head 
girl and have thoroughly enjoyed acting as a role 
model alongside the senior prefect team. I am 
proud to say this year was the first of LVS ‘Pupil 
Voice’, which was a great success. This involved 
an enthusiastic representative from each tutor 
group putting ideas forward on behalf of their 
peers. Ideas included day-to day improvements 
on how to tackle online learning as well as: sports 
day, Presidents’ Day and school trips. With the 
support of Mrs Cunniffe, many of the students’ 
ideas have and are in the process of being 
implemented, allowing pupils across the school 
to have their say.

From starting LVS in year 7, my confidence has 
grown year on year. One of many remarkable 
things about the school is its ability to encourage 
everyone to be themselves, step out of their 
comfort zone and not be afraid to try new things. 
Throughout my 7 years here I have spent many 
an hour on the sports pitches, which is where 
my passion lies, but alongside this, I’ve taken part 
in three school productions, tried out debating 
club, been on geography residentials, been 
hypnotised (I volunteered) and the list goes on. 

Understandably, the last two years at LVS 6th 
form have not been ordinary for my year group. 
But, with good support from the school and 

positive attitudes, we have all made the best 
of the difficult circumstances and adapted to 
learning in a different way. The support received 
for online learning and the introduction of 
teams allowed for efficient studying and LVS 
were ahead of the game, meaning there was no 
time for a lockdown holiday. Instead, we were 
straight to our laptops: attending all our lessons, 
producing assignments and receiving support 
from the get-go. On reflection, this efficiency 
was crucial in relation to collecting evidence 
and continuing to learn the course as the A level 
format changed to predicted grades. 

I believe I can speak on behalf of the whole 
school in thanking the teachers and everyone 
involved behind the scenes in making the last 
academic year as ‘normal’ as possible. From 
maintaining patience in explaining the use of 
class notebook, to organising celebrations on 
return to school- it has been far from easy, but 
the support provided has been incredible. A 
huge well done must go to all the pupils across 
all year groups for keeping motivated during 
this far from ordinary time; learning through 
a pandemic is something to be proud of, and 
certainly one that will not be forgotten. 

Maisie Stearns

REFLECTIONS 
FROM THE 
HEAD BOY

REFLECTIONS FROM 
THE HEAD GIRL

REFLECTIONS FROM THE 
HEAD OF BOARDING
What a year it has been for all of us, as Jeff 
Bridges said in True Grit: “Well, that didn’t 
pan out”, I’m sure many of you agree. With 
unprecedented moments every corner we 
turned. I spent the majority of the last two 
years at home, away from the Boarding 
community. In no way would I imagine that 
my final year here after 7 years would turn 
out to be like this. 

While this was undoubtedly one of the hardest 
things I had to face in my short life, it was 
reassuring to know that the boarding community 
had my back and together we got through this 
insanely thick wall. Thanks to the support of our 

boarding staff, who helped turn a bad situation 
into a relatively fun one. 

While online school was relatively dull, coming 
back to LVS after both lockdowns was truly 
refreshing. Getting back to the routine that we all 
needed and reconnecting with those who you 
may not have seen in months. The support we 
had given each other throughout this tough year 
was inspiring. 

There truly never is a dull moment in boarding and 
I am glad that had remained the same this year- 
there was always something to do, whether it be 
spending a couple hours on the astro or sitting 
down and just chatting, the boarding way of life 

had been preserved and I am ever grateful for that, 
given the circumstances. So as I face university 
(I say that very optimistically), I feel that I have 
achieved my aims here thanks to the boarding 
community. It truly had been a pleasure to spend 
7 years at LVS as a boarder. Have a great summer!

Edik Shaw
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EXAM RESULTS

GCSE Results 2020
LVS Ascot are happy with the results 
that its GCSE students have achieved. 

Overall, more than a quarter of the results 
were A*, and virtually all grades were 
between A* and C (9-4). 

This year’s A* (grades 9-8) rate at the 
London Road school is 26.6% – up from 
17.56% last year and 7.1% in 2015. 

Its A*-C (grades 9-4) rate is 97.2% this year, 
up from 85.67% last year and 78.9% in 2015. 

The school said that despite the 
circumstances in which the grades were 
awarded, it had been expecting an 
increase due to a particularly strong Year 11 
cohort this year. 

School principal Christine Cunniffe said: 
“These are unprecedented times and 
despite the current situation, we are happy 
with the results our students  
have achieved. 

“We appreciate there will be a number of 
students who will need additional support 
and guidance as they look at next steps for 
the future. 

“All of our efforts here at LVS Ascot will be 
in channelled into continuing to providing 
one-to-one support sessions both in 
person and online.”

Grade breakdown
A* (grades 9-8) or equivalent = 26.6% up 
from 17.56% in 2019 (2018-9.4%, 2017-8.1%, 
2016-4.9%, 2015-7.1%, 2014 -6.3%) 

A*-A (grades 9-7) or equivalent = 46.7% up 
from 33.1% in 2019 (2018-24%, 2017-30.3% 
2016-25.3%, 2015- 26.1%, 2014- 23.5%) 

A*-B (grades 9-6) or equivalent = 67.6% 
down from 71.22% in 2019, 61.5% in 2018 

A*-C (grades 9-4) or equivalent = 97.2% up 
from 85.67% in 2019 (2018-81.5%, 2017-
85.5%, 2016-82.5%, 2015-78.9%)

Thank you for your  
messages of appreciation  
for our staff body.

These are 
unprecedented 
times and despite  
the current situation, 
we are happy with the 
results our students 
have achieved. 

MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION
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LVS Ascot continued to follow 
government guidelines regarding 
COVID-19 and we regularly review our 
risk assessments and protocols in order 
to reduce the risk of transmission of 
COVID-19 in our school environment. 
We welcome all our students back and 
are looking forward to what the new 
academic year brings.

WELCOME BACK

10 11



DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
AWARDS
One of the many extra-curricular 
activities LVS Ascot offers is the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. The award inspires 
students to take part in, is the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award. 

A large number of Year 10 and 11 students 
who took part in their Bronze and Silver 
Award training expedition in Ascot and the 
Chilterns this academic year…

®
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DUKE OF  
EDINBURGH AWARDS

®
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As we learn to adapt to a more ‘virtual 
world’ we were kick started with an 
online assembly lead by our Head 
of Sixth Form Jenny Westwood. She 
introduced us to our senior Heads  
of School.

FILMING ONLINE 
ASSEMBLIES
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BAGS2SCHOOL
The vans (yes, we collected so much 
they had to send another van to pick up 
the rest!) have been and gone, the grand 
weigh in happened, and as a school we 
collected 1,424kg of bags! The PTA were 
handed a cheque for £427.20 for our 
efforts! Well done everyone.

The sports department are thrilled to 
have been shortlisted for ISA award for 
Outstanding Sport.

Well done to all of our students and staff that 
made this happen.

ISA AWARDS

LVS SPORTS SEPTEMBER 
TO NOVEMBER ROUNDUP

PE in PPE

Amy in Year 13 in the FINAL of the EH T2 

championships against Loughborough students 2’s

Superstars Sienna and Washington Minx smashed it out of the 
arena in November winning both their British Dressage Prelim 
classes, comfortably qualifying for the Winter Area Festival at 

Keysoe in January.

A HUGE congratulations 
to Chloe who has been 

ranked 2nd fastest for 50m 
Butterfly in the county! 

Congratulations to Enes for 
receiving an award for best 

sportsmanship and skills 
@bracknellrugby

Congratulations to Lola 
who has been selected for 
Bracknell and Wokingham 

Elite Swim Squad
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 
SEPTEMBER REVIEW

Year 4 Franklin Class learnt 
all about Rosalind Franklin 
and had a go at making a DNA 
double helix! Great fun for 
their first day back at school!

Year 3 having break time fun 
in their bubble and practising 
good hand hygiene of course! 

Year 3 outdoor 
maths in full swing

Year 3 starting off our Science topic of ‘Rocks!’ 
with a rock hunt around the school site

 Year 3 are utterly horrified that pizza, roblox, 
cars, TV and a huge list of other luxuries did 
not exist in the Savage Stone Age!

Year 1 came in from play time 
to this mysterious scene! They 
decided it must have been the 
Big Bad Wolf from The Three 
Little Pigs so decided to act out 
the story and set some traps to 
catch the wolf!
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Exciting news, our year 6 student Chloe has been selected 
for Vogue Italia as a model, doesn't she look fabulous? 

Chloe is a lover of all things performing arts and so we 
couldn't be more thrilled for her to hear this news.  

We won’t know until Christmas time whether 
she will be published or not but we're keeping 
everything crossed that we see her in the pages of 
this world famous magazine.

Photo credit: James Muller

Year 6 enjoying their bubble BBQ hosted  
by the Year 7 staff, transition starts early at LVS! 

Year 4 were investigating melting today in science - 
using milk, dark and white Cadbury’s giant chocolate 
buttons. Great discussion - followed by planning, 
predicting, comparing and concluding - and of course a 
bit of eating ... which do you think melted the fastest? 

Peake class are loving the new additions to their  
outdoor garden!

It’s what teaching is all about...  
the children in Year 3 have taken their 
learning outside into their break time 
and created Stone Age houses, fires 
and beds! Listening to their role play 
is simply magical.

Year 3 making fossils this week 
as part of Rocks and Soils 
topic, great observation skills 
and application of science, 
exhibiting our values and skills 
through creativity.

Year 3 presentations 
teaching Mrs Izod 
and Mrs Mackie all 
about Stone  
Age Tools.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 
OCTOBER REVIEW

Year 4 maths - working 
on Roman numerals 
using matchsticks!

Comparing and examining 
soil samples… with a few 
worms thrown in from Miss 
Jackson’s garden! 

 Stonehenge artwork

Parks Class learning about perspective 
in Art this afternoon with an online 
tutorial - we think these two were 
amazing! Thank you for the tutorial 

Circle Line Art School!
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Junior school pupils had the opportunity 
to take part in activities relevant to the 
Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age Celts, 
Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, all 
located amongst the reconstructed ancient 
buildings here at Butser Farm. Tasks were 

tailored to suit the project the students were 
working on.  

Buster Farm are able to accommodate and target 
their activities to cover stages of the National 
Curriculum from KS1 - KS4 and tie in with various 
subject areas including history, art, design and 
technology, science and maths. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL TRIP TO 
BUTSER FARM

Activities 
cover stages of 
the National 
Curriculum from 
KS1 - KS4 
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LVS AMERICAN ELECTION
LVS CELEBRATE 
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Every four years, as the US presidential 
campaign unfolds, the world’s attention 
shifts and focuses almost entirely on 
the race to the White House. This year, 
was no expectation. In fact, it has been 
the most controversial, polarising and 
divisive election in US history. 

Whilst the fortunes of the world battle a 
global pandemic, the speculations on the 
consequences of this election were spread 
far and wide. This political contest dealt 
with the issues that are likely to define the 

21st century – Climate change, the role of 
democracy and people’s fundamental rights.

At LVS, we praise ourselves in getting our 
school community involved in such global 
events. A group of Sixth Form students, led 
by Mr Towl produced an online assembly 
that gave us some light on the different 
candidates and the function of 
the American electoral system. 
On the 3rd on November, 
the entire school voted and 
officially elected Joe Biden 

and Kamala Harris into the White House by 
a land slide. Out of the 340 votes, Joe Biden 
was awarded 281 and Donald Trump 59.

James Dagan

Like many things, Harvest Festival had 
to be run a little differently this year. As 
a community, we collect non-perishable 
food produce for the foodbank in 
Bracknell to help our local area. In past 
years as a school, we have made the 
largest donation of all schools to the 
charity, which helps families who are 
struggling to simply make ends meet 
throughout the year.  

Bracknell foodbank makes sure that local 
people do not go hungry and that they 

have a meal every day. This charity has 
certainly been under a lot of pressure 
this year, as many more families have 
had to turn to them for help during this 
pandemic. So this year, we wanted to 
improve on our record collection of last 
year and we were blown away my the 
generosity of our students, parents and 
staff. A massive well done to Buchanan 13 
for donating a whopping 138 items and 
winning a waffle breakfast!  

Senator Kamala Harris

President Donald J. Trump

Joseph P. Biden Jr.

Vice President Mike Pence
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KEW GARDENS ART 
DEPARTMENT FIELD TRIP
The Art Department took a group  
of year 10 Art, Photography and textile 
students on the annual trip to  
Kew Gardens. 

This year the trip was a little different as we 
had to wear masks in the enclosures and 
some of the greenhouses were closed due 

to COVID-19. Despite this we had a great 
day of recording and it was a great way  
to start the GCSE Natural Form  
coursework project!

This year the 
trip was a little 
different...
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YEAR 4 
TITANIC DAY
Year 4 students enjoyed a day of fancy 
dress exploring the Titanic’s History 
and the social classes.

During Halloween week LVS Ascot's 
Year 5 were feeling spooky in their 
Performing Arts. They all got dressed up 
and scared the life out of us!

HALLOWEEN FANCY 
DRESS AT LVS ASCOT
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MACMILLAN CHARITY 
CAKE MORNING

Every year we host our own MacMillian 
coffee morning in the street for the 
senior school staff and pupils. 

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 
restrictions we were not able to do this, 
this year. Therefore, Carol Robinson came 
up with an alternative and asked parents 

and students to sign up via the gateway 
to donate some money. They then had a 
pre-prepared parcel of cakes and treats 
delivered to their tutor group! It was great 
to see so many of you tucking in for a 
good cause! 
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YEAR 7 OUTDOOR 
ADVENTURE AT 
LONGRIDGE
Longridge Activity Centre is a charity 
run outdoor adventure centre that 
provides the opportunity for 80,000 
young people to take part in activities 
and experience the magic of the 
Thames and its beautiful surrounds. 

We were lucky enough to be able to take 
a group of Year 7’s here this year. In reality 
that number is probably actually much 
higher than 80,000, as their visitor count 
only includes those that attend Longridge 
run activities – and Longridge offers so 
much more than just that!

They also provide an incredibly affordable 
home for the rowing clubs of three local 
schools, the local canoeing club, and 
fencing clubs. Not forgetting acting as a 
base for Marlow FM to broadcast from, in a 
studio they converted from our old toilets! 
They pride themselves on being a hub for 
community activity, but they want to do so 
much more.
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young people 
take part in 
activities and 

experience the 
magic of the Thames 
and its beautiful 
surrounds 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NOVEMBER REVIEW

Year 6 Hawking being treated to 
presentations about “The Industrial 

Revolution”! We have had a fantastic 
variety, from video news reports to 

interactive quizzes!

Curiosity and risk taking in Year 
6. Extracting DNA from fruit 

and making comparisons. 
Super scientists!

Congratulations to Emily in Year 
6, who was recently a finalist in 
the ‘Best Children’s Voiceover 
Performance’. Amazing!

Attenborough class went outside this 
afternoon to show off their new learning 
about the human skeleton! Using chalk and 
their own body shapes, showing creativity 
and independence.

LVS SPORTS
A huge congratulations to Alfie in year 6 who 
has been selected for the Middlesex CCC U11 
squad. A massive achievement, well done Alfie! 

Doesn’t get cuter than this Jamie Theakston and 
Amanda Holden gave Ruby and Arthur the ultimate 

Santa surprise as they spook to the man himself 
from his head office in the artic circle!

42 43



CHILDREN IN NEED
A big shout out to everyone who took 
part in LVS Ascot’s Children in Need 
fundraising events this month. 

Your generosity enabled us to raise 
over £800 to help BBC Children in Need 
transform young lives.

The Infant and Junior School had a 
wonderful time on Friday supporting  
@BBCCiN and raising over £1,000 by doing 

jobs throughout the week! Here are some 
of our students all dressed up ready for  
the fun!
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LVS VIRTUAL  
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
In many parts of the world including 
us at LVS Ascot people observed a 
two-minute silence at 11am every 11 
November, to remember those who lost 
their lives during the First World War as 
well as in more recent conflicts. 

This year we ran a virtual remembrance 
service lead by James Wilder. Thank you to 
Thomas Haywood for his beautiful  
trumpet performance.  

SPORTS SHIRT FRIDAY FOR  
THE BOBBY MOORE FUND
LVS invited senior school students to 
wear a sporting top for ‘Football Shirt 
Friday’ to raise money for the Bobby 
Moore Fund, tackling bowel cancer in 
conjunction with Cancer Research UK. 

Students were invited to wear any sporting 
top, football, cricket, netball, hockey, rugby, 
dance, any sporting t-shirt/shirt  
is acceptable. 

We were supporting the Bobby Moore 
Fund by wearing sporting shirts and 
donating £1. By students wearing PE Kit 
and a sporting top on Friday parents agree 
to £1 being added to the school bill. 

Bobby Moore was just 51 years old when 
he died. Shortly after his death in 1993, 
Bobby’s widow Stephanie Moore MBE set 
up the Bobby Moore Fund as a registered 
fund for Cancer Research UK to raise 

money for pioneering bowel 
cancer research. To read 
more about the fund and the 
work they do you can visit 
their website https://www.
cancerresearchuk.org/get-
involved/bobby-moore-
fund/football-shirt-friday 
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WHOLE SCHOOL  
ART PROJECT
The Art Department took part in a 
mammoth task this year, allowing each 
student to make their own Christmas 
decoration which was displayed on the 
HUGE Christmas tree outside  
main reception. 

All students were encouraged to embellish 
their decoration with 
an individual 
design and 

then they were all organised into houses 
which could be seen with the house  
colour ribbon. 

Thank you to the Design and Technology 
Department who made a stunning sleigh 
good enough for Santa!  
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FOOD BANK
Here at LVS Ascot, and each year as a 
community, we collect non-perishable 
food produce for the foodbank in 
Bracknell to help our local area. 

In past years as a school, we have made 
the largest donation of all schools to the 
charity, which helps families who are 

struggling to simply make ends meet 
throughout the year. 

Bracknell foodbank makes sure that local 
people do not go hungry and that they 
have a meal every day. This charity has 
certainly been under a lot of pressure this 
year, as many more families have had to 

turn to them for help during this pandemic. 
So, this year we want to improve on our 
record collection of last year and we need 
your help.

Each year at Christmas, we take the 
opportunity to support the Save the 
Children charity by wearing Christmas 
themed jumpers. We want to continue 
this lovely festive tradition and we held 
this event on Friday 4th December.  

We also encouraged our students to be 
a little creative with this event this year; 
and we are encouraged a bit of upcycling 

for sustainability. So, if they do not own 
a Christmas jumper, can they add some 
festive cheer to an old jumper/ sweatshirt 
they already have. They could add tinsel, 
pom poms or other decorative items.  

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS
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With the coronavirus pandemic putting 
paid to a lot of traditional Christmas 
festivities this year, teachers and 
students at independent day and 
boarding school LVS Ascot, on London 
Road, Ascot, were determined to spread 
a little Christmas cheer by taking their 
Nativity to local care homes.

The school usually invites members of a 
local church to join parents and family 
members for its annual nativity, but this 
year the performance was cancelled. 
Refusing to let the pandemic spoil 
the traditional celebration, the school 
arranged for a professional camera crew to 
film the show from a safe distance, and has 
reached out to local care homes to share 
the footage instead.

Forty five children, aged 4 – 7, performed 
the show within their class bubbles, and 
the combined footage has been edited 
together to create a seamless performance, 
ensuring that some of the usual adorable 
bloopers are kept in.

Commenting on the innovative solution, 
head teacher of LVS Ascot Junior and Infant 
School, Rachael Cox, said, “This year, for so 
many of us, contact with our loved ones 
has been restricted, and particularly so 
in care homes. Many of our pupils have 
not been able to see as much of their 
grandparents and older family members as 

usual, and so filming and sharing footage 
of the performance was the ideal way to 
spread some cheer.

“Before the pandemic, the children 
would regularly visit the residents in St 
Christopher’s Care Home in Ascot, and we 
would invite the Autumn Club from Warfield 
Church to come to the school to see the 
nativity, but this year it hasn’t been possible.

“Care homes have had to restrict visitors 
and it has not been possible for them 
to invite outside groups in to help them 
celebrate Christmas as they usually would, 
and so we decided to extend the invitation 
to show the film beyond our students’ 
families, to help them join in the festivities.”

Sunrise Senior Living care home in Bagshot 
was the first to accept the School’s offer. 
Residents will be enjoying their ‘premiere’ 
on Wednesday 23 December, with a 
selection of treats from LVS Ascot to mark 
the occasion.

Commenting on the showing, Jane Harris, 
activities and volunteers co-ordinator at 
Sunrise Senior Living of Bagshot, added; 
“It was a real surprise when LVS Ascot 
contacted us. Christmas is always a special 
time of year at Sunrise, and we make 
sure that there are plenty of activities for 
residents to enjoy, but we have not been 
able to have the usual performances in the 

Home. The film will really brighten up the 
day for so many residents, especially those 
whose families haven’t been able to visit 
because of the restrictions.”LVS REFLECTION SERVICE

Pupils joined us for our online 
Reflection Service with Reverend Canon 
Nathan Jarvis from Bangor Cathedral, 
featuring an outstanding performance 
of O Holy Night by Year 13 pupil 
Alexandra Skachko.

LVS CHRISTMAS NATIVITY 
ENTERS A NEW AGE

LVS Ascot’s infant school nativity 
features a cast of 45 children, filmed in 
their class bubbles and edited together

Residents at Sunrise Senior Living of 
Bagshot enjoying the Nativity
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The PE team hope that the LVS 
Community were having fun 
this Christmas, whatever the 
situation. Miss Whelan wrote a 
little poem to keep us all festive!

Keep forgetting 
your mask? You 
won't forget this 
one! Don't leave 
home without this stylish 
addition to your wardrobe, 
from Year 6 Young Tycoon 
Group, "Rainbow Girls!" 

The efforts of Parks Class this term during Enrichment on Thursday 
afternoons - we needed an awful lot of resilience and creativity Binca at 
it's best! Well done Parks Class - amazing achievement by you all!

This Year 6 Young Tycoon “Jolly 
Bakers” and the PTA had us all 
covered with their Christmas 
Cookies and other treats.
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Junior students enjoying their Christmas Dinner!

What a great day’s business for the Tycoon 
Group. Alan Sugar, eat your heart out! Charities 
- we will soon be sending money your way.

Parks Class took some time to reflect in December. They compared 
their Christmas experience, even during these unusual times, to that 
of others such as refugees and the homeless and that charities who 
help. #reflection #empathy @crisis_uk. These are our promises...

How thoughtful 
– our Junior 
School’s Head Girl has 
recorded ‘Twas the Night 
Before Christmas’ for a young 
neighbour and local charities 
to watch and listen to tonight. 
Merry Christmas everyone!
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Students learnt about the role of Christingles during the Christian 
Advent period and what each part of the Christingle represents.

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

ISA ART COMPETITION
Young Artists from LVS Ascot 
Win Regional Awards
A huge congratulations to LVS Ascot 
students, Evelyn Chen and Abhishek 
Gurung, who have both won in the  
@ISAartsUK - London West  
regional competition.

Pupils at independent day and boarding 
school LVS Ascot, on London Road, Ascot, 
are celebrating after two of the school’s 
budding young artists won awards in the 
Independent Schools Association’s London 
West Art Competition.

Year 13 student, Evelyn Chen, won the 
Key Stage 5 drawing competition with 
her pencil study, and Abhishek Gurung 
scooped first place for his evening dress in 
the Key Stage 5 textiles category. Abhishek 
has since graduated and is now studying at 
the London College of Fashion.

London West is one of seven Independent 
Schools Association (ISA) regions across the 
UK, and Evelyn and Abhishek’s work will 
now be submitted to the National Finals, 
which are usually held in conjunction with 
the ISA’s Annual Autumn Study Conference, 
but this year will take place online in 
February 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

Speaking on behalf of the school, 
Principal Christine Cunniffe, commented; 
“It’s fantastic to see our student work 

recognised again for its excellence. The 
Art department goes from strength to 
strength with pupils graduating 
onto prestigious Art colleges and 
universities. We are extremely 
proud of Evelyn and Abhishek 
and we’re backing their 
outstanding pieces to go all the 
way at the nationals.”

ISA Art Coordinator, Joel Wareing, 
added; “We were overwhelmed by the 
quality of the work across the London 
West region this year, and we are delighted 
to announce Evelyn and Abhishek as the 
respective winners of their categories 
and wish them all the best in the 
national competition.”

The ISA’s National Art 
Competition is held annually 
and enables independent 
schools to showcase 
their pupils’ art and 
for teachers to share 
best practice and 
ideas. Categories 
cover different age 
groups and genres, 
from 2D art, 
through to fashion 
and photography.
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LVS CHRISTMAS CONCERT
In December, students across the school 
from Reception to Year 13 performed 
as part of the Christmas Concert. 
Reception to Year 9 took part in full year 
group songs. The pupils in the junior 
school told the Christmas story through 
Nativity style songs and recorded all 
their festive singing (and dancing!) from 
their own classrooms. Year 7, 8 & 9 took 
on the jazzy Christmas song “Three 
kings” which included brilliant solo 
moments from Rosie Robertson (Year 7) 
and Harry Sampson (Year 8)

There were some stand out musical 
moments from the students in the senior 
school, who led with solos and small 
ensemble pieces from instrumentalists and 
vocalists alike. It was lovely to hear some 
traditional Christmas Carol such as “God 

Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” played on the 
saxophone, “Carol of the Bells” as a flute 
Trio and “Joy to the World” played as an 
opening trumpet fanfare. Our vocalists 
where recorded individually singing 
“In The Bleak Mid Winter” and 
“Do You Hear What I Hear” as 
well as taking part in all the 
congregational carols. 

The concert ended with 
a very festive LVS version 
of “Do They Know its 
Christmas” from the 
boarding community and 
the staff across the junior and 
senior school. 

Miss Price – Music Teacher

MEDIA STUDIES 
RIPTIDE CHALLENGE
Year 12 A Level Media Studies have 
studies Vance Joy’s 2013 Riptide music 
video in depth. Students have to 
consider whether the seemingly low 
budget, unique style of the music video 
was an artistic decision or an  
economic one. 

The video makes intertextual references 
to different media forms and offers a wide 
variety of seemingly disparate elements. 
Montage editing is used in an overt way - a 
wide range of contrasting shots juxtaposed 
(often through hard jump cuts) to convey a 
large amount of information:

During Lockdown the Media Studies 
department set the Year 12’s a tricky task, 
to recreate 30 seconds of their favourite 
segment of this music video. Mrs Melhuish 
and Mrs Westwood also took up the 
challenge. All the videos are on the Media 
Studies Youtube Channel. 
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6 hour workout challenge

LVS Ascot 
open morning 

JANUARY TO FEBRUARY

Young tycoons

Lockdown food & 
nutrition cookalongs

Wellbeing 
challenges

Lockdown wellbeing
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With another national lockdown well 
underway, our principal, Mrs Cunniffe, 
offered parents and students nationwide 
her tips for productive home study.

Appearing on this Morning, Christine was there to 
give advice to Holly Willoughby and  
Philip Scofield. 

THIS MORNING

STAFF WELLBEING
James Curtis-Nye began a staff-wellbeing 
Team page during lockdown where staff 
could stay in touch and share good ideas.

Art-with-Angela 
I thought it would be nice to get a group of 
teachers together once a month for some art 
sessions and a chat! The idea was that we would 
look at a variety of artists and create a piece of 
work inspired by them each session. Here are some 
coffee paintings we created in the first session!

Cooking-with- Catherine 
Catherine Gill offered monthly cooking sessions. 
Here are the teachers go at profiteroles – 
yummy right?! 

Lockdown Projects 
William Gilbertson suggested we share our “lock 
down” projects as a staff body. A great way to  
keep us all connected! 

Jenny Westwood dusted off her sewing 
machine making this great cushion! Angela’s early stages of “COVID Frida”. 

Here is an image of Mr Gilbertson recently 
completed a wooden model of Stevenson's 

Rocket Locomotive.

Laura Betteridge created this  
stunning outcome!

Our SMT team and nurses we're all suited up with masks, visors, 
aprons and gloves ready to start our Lateral Flow Testing for 
any staff and students that are on site here at LVS Ascot. This 

continued twice weekly until the Government issued the Self-Test 
kits. Thank you to everyone who allowed the testing process to 

run so smoothly.  

A house competition challenged students to create a pizza over the 
weekend in celebration of National Pizza Day. Look at this artistic entry 

from Saskia and Tamara in Year 5
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The Young Tycoons of LVS have been 
putting their heads together and 
figuring out how to make some extra 
cash for charity by selling products 
such as facemasks and cupcakes. Well 
done to everyone involved. Lord Sugar 
watch out! 

YOUNG TYCOONS
Gold Certificate  
(qualifies for the next round,  
“The Kangaroo Challenge”)

• Liwen Ning – Best in year 8, best  
 in school 
• Oliver Stirling 
• Jack Lines – Best in year 7 

Silver Certificate
• Hoi Ko 
• Finn Webster 
• George Shaw 
• Olutobi Folorunso 
• Ellen Shaw 
• Harrison Powell 
• Aaron Leech 
• Jake McSwiney 
• Teddy Ellinor-Wheeler 
• Samuel Malla 
• Aiyana Iyengar 
• Chloe Celi 

Bronze Certificate
• Kai Patel 
• Evie Morris 
• Mia James 
• Luke van Rooyen 
• Tristan Hamilton 
• Sophie Haywood 
• Cora Merriman 
• Chawsu Phyo 
• Yeonjun Ku

UKMT MATHS CHALLENGE 2021

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge
Year 12 Owen Roberts - Best in Year 9 
Year 12 Rodrigo Oxley - Best in Year 10 / Best in School 
Year 13 Max Sepulvedafarfan - Bronze
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This year students from Year 6 – 11 
auditioned to take part in the ISA 
Musical Theatre competition. This 
competition allows students to enter a 
solo musical theatre song. 

Students filmed their performances during 
lockdown and we submitted our entries to 
ISA. We were very pleased with the entries 
we put forward to represent the school 
and look forward to taking part next year.

Miss Clark – Head of Performing Arts

Here is what some of the students thought 
about the experience:

ISA MUSICAL 
THEATRE 
COMPETITION

I decided to take part 
because I love singing 
especially musical theatre, 
what I enjoy about 
performing is you can 
just completely change 
who you are and go from being a 
bubbly personality to being dark and 
mysterious, I think its important to 
take part in competitions because it 
makes you better at what your doing 
I love that we have the opportunity to 
do that at LVS. 

Thank you to all the preforming arts 
teachers at LVS who work hard to get 
these opportunities for us.

Chloe Norgate – Year 6

I wanted to take part in 
the ISA Musical Theatre 
Competition as I love Musical 
Theatre and thought it 
would be fun and a great 
opportunity to represent my school.

I particularly enjoyed researching 
the character in the song and the 
challenge of acting this through song 
and dance. 

I think it is important to take part in 
competitions as it challenges me and 
helps me improve my performance.

Adeline Hutchinson-Dunn – Year 6

For the first time at LVS Ascot, 
we entered the ISA Shakespeare 
competition. Students from Year 5-13 
were given the opportunity to  
take part.

This competition occurred during 
lockdown and therefore students had  
the additional challenge of doing this 
from home.

We were very impressed with the offering 
we received from students in Year 6, 7 and 
10. We entered 6 performances for this 
competition and despite not placing this 
year we are very much looking forward to 
trying again next year.

Miss Clark – Head of Performing Arts

Here is what some of the students thought 
of the experience:

ISA SHAKESPEARE 
COMPETITION

I decided to take part in the 
ISA Shakespeare monologue 
competition because I love 
the language of Shakespeare. 
I also thought that taking 
part would not only be a 
brilliant chance to improve my skill 
and ability as an actor, but it will also 
improve my real life communication 
skills because all the world’s a stage 
(did you know that that phrase came 
from Shakespeare?)

The main thing I enjoy about acting 
is the way I get to express myself 
through the meaning of drama and 
how I can create an emotive, live 
character from just a single piece of 
text. In addition, I thoroughly enjoy 
how the only limit in Drama is your 
imagination and how there is no right 
and no wrong. 

Going back to the ISA Shakespeare 
competition, I believe that it is 
important to take part in any 
competition, because they present 
unique challenges and opportunities 
to improve your skills abilities. 
Whether you are performing a 
monologue, or writing a short story, 
the experience will always benefit you 
in the long term. Also, an opportunity 
to represent your school will make you 
feel proud and will be a moment  
to remember.

Jack Lines – Year 7

During COVID-19 lockdown 
in the early months of 2021, 
I noticed a notification pop-
up on my teams and I saw 
that there was a competition 
on offer. We were tasked 
with learning and performing a 
monologue from one of Shakespeare’s 
many plays. I wanted to take part 
in this competition because I was 
extremely bored and I needed to get 
away from the annoyance of COVID. 
I chose a monologue from Romeo 
and Juliet and learning it was much 
more of a challenge than I anticipated. 
My favourite part of taking part in 
the competition was the challenge 
of not only remembering these long 
passages but also speaking in  
old English.

Thomas Haywood – Year 10
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Spanish Cooking Club
Students in Year 6-8 have been invited 
to Miss Heath’s Spanish cooking club. 
Every Wednesday lunchtime we cook 
delicious Spanish recipes! Today we 
cooked tortilla de patatas!

LOCKDOWN FOOD & 
NUTRITION COOK ALONGS
Over the last year in Food and Nutrition 
students have embraced learning new 
cooking skills both in school and online 
during lockdown. Students from year 6 
all the way up to year 13 participated in 
live cook a long lesson where they made 
a whole host of amazing products. 

Along with normal lessons, the DofE 
baking club was a particular highlight for 
students wanting to take a break from 
their screens as they took part in weekly 
afterschool baking. We even had a 'Bake 
Off' challenge to make a layered cake 
of their choice. The entries for this were 
simply amazing! 

Well done to everyone who has taken  
part in Food and Nutrition lessons this 

year and I look forward to seeing you all  
in September. 

Miss Heath’s Year 8 French classes 
(8-3 & 8-4) cooked up a storm today 
in lesson learning about French 
traditions. Students learnt about La 
Chandeleur and followed a recipe for 
French crêpes. 
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The IJS encouraged children to be 
true to themselves and their feelings. 
Lots of Wellbeing challenges set, from 
walks in the rain to kitchen discos! 
Thank you to all our children for 
embracing this week.

Alfie & Charlie Bloomfield out for a walk, 
warming up for a boxercise workout with 
Mrs Pearce AND a yoga session with Miss 
Whelan. Good jobs guys!

Fantastic to see Harley in Year 5 working 
hard during his Rugby skills circuit.

WELLBEING CHALLENGES

We were very proud of our Year 11 student, 
Vidhi Pankhania, and her mum, Ruchi, who 
spoke to The Telegraph about how they’ve 
risen to the challenge of studying  
in lockdown. 

Weekly Workout with Mr Miccoli
A weekly live workout from the Theatre 
at LVS Ascot, as part of our Boarding 
Community Activity Programme.

The Bell family smashing the 
workout sessions well done!
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They then had to showcase everything 
they had learned about the life and 
works of William Shakespeare.  
They could do this in a variety of ways, 
during Lockdown.

It was suggested that they could make a 
documentary on Shakespeare, create a 
TV news report on the death of the Bard. 
They could also use flipgrid.com to record 
this. Other students chose to interview a 
deceased Shakespeare family member or 
record a blog about their learning. 

YEAR 7 SHAKESPEARE 
SPEAKING AND  
LISTENING TASK 

74 75



The PE department asked staff to get 
involved in the LVS KM challenge. Choose 
your distance and then took part in bit of 
mindfulness colour in the sections on the 
trainer for every kilometre you walk/run/
cycle/row.

Staff v Student Daily Step Count- Years 7-13 on 
Monday 25th January we are launching a weekly 
challenge between staff and students to see who 
has the highest number of steps by the end of each 
week. Will it be the staff or will it be the students! 

6-hour live workout on Wednesday 10th February. 
Children in Years 3-13 will be off timetable to take 
part in this workout, get the endorphins and 
serotonin released and get physical! Taking part 
in physical activity is proven to have a positive 
impact on mental well-being and therefore is 
supporting Children’s Mental Health Week that has 
taken place this week.

Wednesday 10th February 6 hour live work out 
pupils off timetable 

Mr Cowell and Miss Barnes - Core fitness and 
handling skills - 1PM-2PM

Mr McDonnell-Roberts - (The “tail” of a man 
and his 2 chihuahuas) - 2PM-3PM

Miss McAuley - Strava Run - 3PM-4PM

Miss Whelan - Yoga - 4PM-5PM

Miss Clark - Dance - 5PM-6PM

Mrs Pearce - Boxercise - 6PM-7PM

Celebration - After 7PM

A massive thank you to all of the PE department 
for organising such an engaging event!

6 HOUR WORKOUT CHALLENGE
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LVS ASCOT OPEN 
MORNING FEBRUARY 
Our Open Morning this year was a be 
a live event with a greeting from the 
LVS Ascot Principal Christine Cunniffe 
and the opportunity to visit each of 
the individual academic departments 
across the school from Reception right 
the way through to the Sixth Form. 

This was far from the normal open 
mornings we are used to but in true LVS 
style all staff adapted and a great ‘event’ 
was organised and delivered! Thank you to 
all the staff involved and a special mention 
to Eammon Kubba for putting the whole 
thing together.
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HOUSE PERFORMING ARTS
This year was our first year of House 
Performing Arts, unfortunately it took a 
slightly different format than imagined. 
Students from the Junior and Senior 
school were invited to enter video 
performances covering any or all areas 
of Performing Arts.

We had a wide range of performances, 
from instrumentalists to dancers, singers 
to actors. The variety was very enjoyable to 
watch and the competition was very tough 
to judge. We look forward to seeing more 
people on the stage next year representing 
their houses.

Miss Clark – Head of Performing Arts

My name is Emily Strange, and I entered 
House Performing Arts this year. The 
reason I entered this year is because I 

am highly passionate about acting and 
singing, and I love to enter competitions 
to see how far my acting abilities can go. 
I LOVE performing, I think it’s so much 
fun acting as someone else, and dressing 
up in costumes, but I don’t just think 
it’s just for fun, but to help people work 
up the courage to stand up and talk to 
people. I think it’s important to take part 
in competitions because no matter how 
good or how bad your are at something, 
always try because you never know where 
you might end up. 

Emily Strange – Year 6 Winner

My favourite thing about performing is 
that I get to do what I love. I really enjoy 
performing because I have put in a lot of 
work and I get to feel accomplished and 

like I have achieved something. I think 
that house competitions are so important 
because they give you a chance to make 
friends and get to know the people in your 
house. It makes people very proud to say 
that they have earned points for  
their house.

Sophie Haywood – Year 7  
Winner (Music)
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 LVS Perspectives #13 - Gambling 
Addiction. The blurred lines between 
gaming and gambling with  
Patrick Foster.

LVS Perspectives 14 - Locked down but 
NOT locked out

LVS An Audience with Will Manning

Our live LVS Perspectives welcomed 
special guest and former student Will 
Manning. Will is now a Capital Radio 
DJ and host of the UK’s Biggest Chart 
Show, The Official Big Top 40.

LVS Perspectives mental Health, a focus 
on our younger children. LVS Ascot 
Principal Christine Cunniffe was joined 
with guest Dr Kim Freeman, Chartered 
Clinical Psychologist, who has extensive 
experience working with children  
& adolescents.

LVS PERSPECTIVES
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MENTAL 
HEALTH WEEK
We've got lots of activities planned 
for Children's Mental Health Week - 
performing arts, dance, drama and 
music competitions. Get involved, be 
creative and #expressyourself 

LVS Ascot took part in @Place2Be's 
Children's Mental Health Week. We've 
had lots of activities and competitions for 
students to get involved in & allow them to 
express themselves.

This year our House Drama competition 
took a different format. The competition 
took place virtually and we were 
pleased to still have entries from each 
House. The winning House this year was 
Kennington with an original comedy 
performance titled ‘The Hardest 
Confession’ from Angelina Yu, Saffryn 
Lamb and Max Kelly. 

The other Houses entered monologue 
performances and all were of a  
high standard and made judging  
very challenging.

Miss Clark 
Head of Performing Arts

With COVID-19 and the lockdowns, 
house events weren’t able to happen as 
they normally would. We were tasked 
with finding a monologue to perform, 
recording ourselves performing said 
monologue and then sending the video 
in. I wanted to take part because being 
stuck at home I had nothing to do, so I 
decided that I would give it a go and it 
gave me the perfect opportunity to get 
away from the boredom of lockdown. 

My favourite bit of entering the 
competition was watching back all 
the different videos I had taken of me 
performing and laughing at all the 
mistakes I made. I think that these house 

events are important because it allows us 
to come together and work as a team as 
well as being a little competitive. 

Thomas Haywood 
Year 10 (Melbourne)

 

HOUSE DRAMA
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Year 2 were carrying out some 
independent research and leading 
their learning to create a fact-file 
page about Windsor Castle.

Year 3 enjoying their Pirate 
themed day, to celebrate the end 
of their themed learning topic 
'Pirates of the Caribbean.

MARCH TO APRIL

Year 3 enjoyed their hot cross 
buns toasted on the campfire.

Junior school students 
delivered Easter eggs to 
Bracknell Foodbank. Thank 
you everyone who donated 
to this worthy cause.

Year 6 reflected on the 
year they and the rest of 
the world have had.
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Our students were a little creative 
and used their imaginations to make 
a short ‘Just for Laughs’ TikTok style 
video clip of no more than 90 seconds. 
They or their family could be the stars, 
they could use stop motion 
animation with Lego or toy 
figures, or use Minecraft or 
Fortnite Creative. 

We looked for creativity and 
imagination and importantly a 
film clip that put a smile on 
the viewers face. There 
were some excellent 
entries and some 
fab acting from a 
couple of Junior 
School dads!

My panel of 
judges had a 
tough time with 
this one, but these are 
the results.

Junior School Winners - Millie and 
Amber Hamilton-Martin

Commended - Chloe Norgate, Seb 
Stahley + Dad, Robert and Gemma 
Charles + Dad 

Senior School Winners - Thomas 
and Sophie Haywood

Commended - William 
Brotherston, Tristan Hamilton and 
Somto Unigwe

A lot of effort went into these 
video clips.

Winners received a 
Thortons chocolate bunny 
each and commended a 
certificate and cream egg.

Carol Robinson

COMIC RELIEF MUFTI DAY
Thank you to everyone who took part 
in our Mufti Day - you raised £698 for 
Comic Relief. And a big congratulations 
to the winners of our 
Just for Laughs 
competition – 
Millie & Amber 
and Thomas & 
Sophie. You had 
us in stitches with 
your funny videos!

COMIC RELIEF JUST FOR  
LAUGHS COMPETITION
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HEAD BOY NHS 
FUNDRAISING QUIZ
On the 9th March – Lawrence Bland, 18, 
from Ascot, marked his appointment as 
LVS Ascot’s new head boy last week, by 
raising over a thousand pounds for NHS 
Charities Together, with a madcap quiz 
in memory of Captain Sir Tom Moore. 

Lawrence, who has been a student at the 
independent day and boarding school 
in Berkshire since he was 11, took over as 
head boy in January and immediately set 

about planning a quiz to raise money for 
the NHS.

Forty-five teams, comprising of staff, 
students and their families, took part in 
the online event on Wednesday night (3rd 
March), donating over £1,100 to the NHS in 
the process.

Rounds included a scavenger hunt, for 
which the winners received a pizza delivered 
to their door during the quiz; a guess the 

music TikTok challenge, featuring teachers 
demonstrating their dancefloor moves; 
True or False Trumpisms and ended with 
the Masked Singer, with teachers donning 
elaborate costumes to mask their identities.

Lawrence, who came up with all the 
challenges and did much of the video 
editing himself, is a keen media studies 
student and has ambitions to pursue a 
career in digital marketing. He was assisted 
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in the planning by LVS Ascot’s head of 
media studies, Sarah Melhuish, a former 
ITV journalist. MC on the night was James 
Curtis-Nye, the school’s assistant head and 
head of well-being.

Commenting on the fundraising initiative, 
Lawrence Bland, head boy of LVS 
Ascot, said; “I wanted to do something 
that would raise both money and smiles. 
Lockdown has been so hard on everyone 
and we’re all looking forward to seeing 
each other in school again. Getting behind 
NHS Charities Together felt like a fitting 
tribute to Captain Sir Tom”

LVS Ascot’s Principal, Christine 
Cunniffe, added; “We are so proud of 
Lawrence. The event brought everyone 

together and the screen was full of happy 
faces and laughter. Lawrence set himself 
the challenge of raising £300, and the fact 
that he smashed that target and raised so 
much money is a brilliant testament to the 
hard work that he put into the quiz and 
how much people enjoyed it.”

The Head Boy’s Quiz is the latest in several 
events that the School has held to raise 
money for NHS Charities Together, with 
the running total of money raised currently 
at over £3,200. 

We are so proud 
of Lawrence. The 
event brought 
everyone together
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NHS HALF TERM 
100 CHALLENGE
Our students did so well with their half  
term 100 Challenge in honour of  
Captain Sir Tom Moore to raise money for 
NHS Charities together. 

Pictured we have Finley, Year 2, completing 100k 
steps; Jon, Year 6, creating 100 LEGO models and 
Millie, Year 4, making 100 cakes for Frimley Park 
Hospital. Great work everyone!

Congratulations to Evelyn  
on winning the ISA  
National Art Award with  
this incredible drawing!

In March we all stood on the field for the 
first anniversary of the first UK lockdown, 
marked as National Day of Reflection by 
Marie Curie UK.

We reflected on the past year, connecting with 
and supporting those around us & hoping for 
a brighter future. Students also took part in 
decorating their windows in their tutor rooms. 
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YEAR 7 ISA DRAMA COMPETITION
In March a small group of Year 7’s took 
part in the ISA Drama competition, 
performing a scene from the play 
Variations by Katie Hims. The piece was 
a huge success, and managed to win 
two awards in the competition. The 
whole cast and performance won Best 
Middle Production, and our leading 
lady Rosie Robertson won Best Junior 
Girl Performer.

For the whole cast this was their first time 
being able to perform on the Theatre 
stage representing the Senior School, 
and all of them took like a duck to water 
and rehearsed and performed at their 
absolute best. Every one of them had 
such enthusiasm and motivation to, not 
only do well in the competition, but 
to have a great time and support one 
another in the process. Every rehearsal 
was a joy, and they all took the short turn 
around of the performance in their stride 
and aimed for perfection.

Rosie Robertson, playing Alice, opened 
the piece exceptionally, with a mature 
and careful approach to a monologue to 
open the piece, grasping the audiences 
attention from the off. Her energy and 
characterisation kept the performance 
flowing and gripped the audience from 
start to finish, with great chemistry with 
each of her ‘siblings’.

The two brothers of the piece, Jack Lines 
and George Shaw, were a joy to work with 
and a brilliant pairing on stage, acting as 
if they were really separated at birth. Their 
high energy combined with the humorous 
piece led to them being a riotous success, 
having been mentioned specifically in the 
feedback from the judges.

Our two sisters, Sophie Haywood and 
Anaya Gogna, showed such enthusiasm 
and dedication throughout the process; 
coming to every rehearsal ready to start, 
learning lines and taking on every note 
and applying it to their performance. 

Sophie brought a huge amount of fun and 
laughter to rehearsals, and both herself 
and Anaya played very mature roles in the 
piece to a tee. 

The best friends, Zoe Latham (playing 
Chloe) and William Brotherston (playing 
Pablo), were the perfect light relief 
characters in the midst of panic and 
disarray. Both had excellent comic timing 
and really played the role of ‘sassy best 
friend’ flawlessly. Our postperson, played 
by Phoenix Al-Khalil, tied the whole piece 
together, having the audience having more 
questions unanswered than when the play 

began. Phoenix took every note in her 
stride and worked so professionally within 
her role in the piece.

A special shoutout goes to Mr Kubba, Mr 
Culley and Victoria Beattie for all of their 
technical help. The set was marvellous 
for the short amount of time we had, 
and Victoria helped out massively with 
putting the Year 7’s at ease and helping us 
with the lights. 

With this being my first foray into 
performances at LVS Ascot, I am so 
immensely proud and pleased with the 
tireless dedication of each of these young 
performers, and I am so excited to see how 

they progress and continue to flourish in 
Performing Arts throughout their (and my 
own) time at LVS Ascot. 

Mr Fisher – Director

“ISA Drama was a great experience and 
I would do it again in a heartbeat, and I 
am sad that it’s already over. I was always 
looking forward to the rehearsals as we 
always had so much fun, and ended 
up rolling on the floor with laughter! 
Performing in what I call my first LVS play 
was a dream, and I’m already waiting for 
the sign up list to do it again. I decided 
to do ISA Drama because from when I 
first watched my brother do his first play, 

I wanted to be in one too – this was the 
best it could be during COVID and it was 
better than I could’ve imagined! I have 
made a whole new friend group with the 
everyone else who did it, and got to meet 
other people who love acting just as much 
as I would. Thank you so much to Mr Fisher, 
Miss Clark and Ms Norgate for giving me 
this opportunity!”

Sophie Haywood – Year 7
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YEAR 10 ISA DRAMA COMPETITION
Upon our return to school in March, 
the Year 10 GCSE Drama students set 
to work on their entry for this year’s 
ISA Drama Competition. Due to the 
Covid restrictions, this year’s entry 
was to be filmed and submitted for 
judgement rather than performed live 
for the judges, and this presented new 
challenges and opportunities for the 
group, which they took to with  
great enthusiasm. 

Considering that the students really only 
had three weeks to plan, learn, rehearse 
and film their entry, they did a remarkable 
job and were rightly proud of the end 
result. They were fully committed from 
the start and worked incredibly well as 
a team to pull it all together, along the 
way learning new skills in set design, 
lighting design, and stagecraft, as well 
as performing some very strong acting. 
Irrespective of the judging outcome, the 
students have gained some valuable 
theatre experience which will undoubtedly 

aid their drama course studies, and they 
have really enjoyed the process. They 
are all now looking forward to the next 
opportunity to perform! 

Mr A Culley, Director

“It has been such an amazing experience 
being able to participate in the ISA drama. I 
had initially decided to take part in order to 
develop my acting abilities further, but in 
addition to this, I had been able to extend 
my knowledge of the more technical side 
of it. 

There was so much to enjoy throughout 
the entirety of the rehearsal and 
preforming process. In particular, having 
the challenge of portraying a character 
that I would admittedly not have usually 
played and seeing how it fit in with the rest 
of the group. In general, it was a very lively 
and fun environment from both my group 
and the teachers. 

Overall, it was a very memorable 
experience that I would certainly love 
to take part in again and recommend to 
anyone who has an interest in drama.”

Chloe Barlow  
Year 10 student performer

“In our Year 10 performance for ISA Drama, 
I took part in assisting and designing the 
lighting for the production. Overall, I would 
say the thing I enjoyed most about the 
experience was getting to watch the actors 
in rehearsal – seeing how they moved 
around the stage, how they delivered their 
lines. I enjoyed that the most, because 
I would watch them, then gain ideas of 
the lights movements, colours to use that 
would best match the tone of the scene, 
and when to insert transitions of lighting. 
One of the main, and perhaps biggest 
challenges I found, was trying to come up 
with alternatives for things that were not 
possible to do with the lights; if I wanted a 
light to move a certain way, and we could 

not do it for whatever reason, finding an 
alternative to that I found to be the most 
difficult. It would force me to understand 
and consider the piece even more than 
before. I took the opportunity to take part, 
because in the past, I had only done acting, 
and generally I posses a greater interest 
in the technical side of productions, I saw 
this production as an opportunity for me 
to become familiar with my interest, and 

to see how everything came together to 
help enhance the story and performances 
of the actors. The experience has helped 
immensely in further developing my 
understanding of theatre, not just from an 
actors perspective. It made me also realize 
that visually designing a piece of theatre is 
just as fun, and important, as it is to bring 
the story on the page to life, as an actor. 
This experience, above all else, was very 

enjoyable for me, and has given me the 
confidence to pursue this creative passion 
of storytelling of mine, for future theatre 
productions, but also with any creative 
medium I may chose in the future.”

Archie Ingram 
Year 10 student designer
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EASTER SERVICE 
In March we hosted a special online Easter Service 
featuring staff and students of LVS Ascot. Thank you 
to all those involved on delivering a beautiful and 
uplifting service. 

EASTER BONNET COMPETITION
Our Infant & Junior School students got 
creative last week with their Easter bonnet 
competition for #WearAHat day in support 
of Brain Tumour Research.

Here's some of the brilliant bonnets, well done to 
the winners - what a great fundraising activity.
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JUNIOR SCHOOL FOREST 
EASTER EGG HUNT
All this egg hunting is egghausting! Year 3 
enjoyed finding out about animals and the 
forest in Spring. 

Listening carefully for woodpeckers 
tapping the trees to mark their territory 
and keep watching for signs of birds 
building their nests, spring was finally here! 

Did you know birds use spider webs 
to help make their nests? The children 
enjoyed answering lots of true or false 
questions during their egg hunt in  
forest school.
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Peake class enjoyed planting bean seeds 
this morning in the sunshine! 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 
SEED PLANTING

Rebecca Sandford asked a group of teachers 
to designate some time each week to create 
a piece of work in a sketchbook that was 
then be passed around the ‘circle’. The idea 
was that by the end of term the sketchbook 
will be filled with drawings, paintings, 
poems, recipes or even photographs 
documenting their thoughts and feelings for 
that week when you have the sketchbook.

If they got a little stuck for ideas, here were some 
suggestions to help with the creative process.

Light, media, shadows, pattern, nature, conflict, 
food, architecture, movement, typography.

There are no restrictions on materials, you  
could use paint, drawing, printing, pencil,  
collage, photographs.

At the end of each week, members popped 
the book into the box by the pigeonholes for 
quarantine and they will then be rotated to the 
next person for the following week. They will 
find the next one in their pigeonhole ready for a 
new week. The plan was that the books will be 
on display and then you would take your original 
book home.

Thank you for everyone who took part: 

Rebecca Sandford 
Angela Farrugia 
Niamh Phillips 
Xuxa Kidd 
Ken Towl 
Bryan Padrick 
Rebecca Wilde 
Jenny Westwood 
Catherine Gill
Julie Gardiner 
Karen Usher 
Carol Robinson 
Keith Biggs

LVS ASCOT 
SKETCHBOOK 
CIRCLE
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At a time when pupils when pupils were 
learning online, Year 8 pupils enjoyed 
meeting the author, Chris Bradford 
during one of their English lessons on the 
2nd March 2021. The author is famous for 
his Bodyguard, Young Samurai and Soul 
Hunter series of books.

Having been planned a year in advance, 
the lockdown did not hinder pupils 
enjoying the writer talk about his writing 
experiences. Despite being at home, they 
were able to participate in the event as a 
whole year group using Microsoft Teams. 

This was an interactive presentation using 
emojis, question & answer session, a quiz 
as well as a short reading of an extract. 
One of the pupils, Mariam Kamal said, “It 
was presented in a way that encouraged 
us to read more. It made me read the 
entire Bodyguard series and I am currently 
reading one of the Young Samurai books.”

More of such presentations will continue 
to be held, with the aim of encouraging 
reading for pleasure amongst our pupils.

To celebrate World Theatre Day in March 
we shared some throwback photos from 
our past productions. We are looking 
forward to the day we have students on 
stage and guests back in our theatre. 

LOCKDOWN NO  
BARRIER TO LEARNING

WORLD THEATRE DAY

We were extremely proud to announce 
our shortlisting in the TES Independent 
School Awards, for our student 
Wellbeing Hub, designed to provide 
a young-person centred and holistic 
approach to mental health promotion 
and support.

In April we were shortlisted as one of the 
finalists in a nation-wide independent 
school award.

LVS Ascot made the finals of the Tes 
Independent School Awards, in the 
‘Wellbeing initiative of the year’ category, 
for its own wellbeing hub.

The hub is designed to provide students 
with a place and a person to turn to and 
helps to deal with a number of different 
emotional stresses as well as practical 
guidance to help “reduce emotional 
barriers to learning.”

LVS Ascot’s principal, Christine Cunniffe, 
added; “The wellbeing of our students is 
paramount to enabling them to fulfil their 
potential throughout life.

"We aim to give every student the 
confidence they need and inspire them to 
exceed their expectations.

"Mental health is an area of growing 
national concern and we believe that the 
foundations are laid in childhood, so our  
aim is to support young people when they 
need it most.

"Our students visited the Wellbeing Hub on 
900 occasions in its first year of opening, 
for a wide range of reasons ranging from 
depression and anxiety to friendship issues 
and LGBTQ+ support.

"The launch of the centre came just before 
the pandemic, and I’m particularly proud 
that we were able to support 29 students 

through the stress of covid-related family 
bereavements and illnesses.”

STUDENT WELLBEING HUB

04/21
APRIL 2021
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The wellbeing of  
our students is 
paramount to  
enabling them to 
fulfil their potential 
throughout life.
Christine Cunniffe,  
LVS Ascot School Principal
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JUNIOR SCHOOL 
APRIL ACTIVITIES

Outdoor maths in the sunshine for 
Year 3 early April!

Peake Class enjoying our fruit 
snack in the sun end of April. Year 6 
were exploring and learning about 
refraction, reflection, magnifying and 
the effect that convex and concave 
lenses can have! 

Some great moves from Year 5 in 
April. Here is Jamie in one of his  
street poses!

Mr Claton was busy preparing the 
beds for planting! Watch this space! 

England does the daily mile’ first 
national event day. Year 3&4 do this 
regularly and it has such a positive 
impact on their fitness and  
mental well-being! 

Year 6 enjoyed “King of Shadows” in 
the garden!
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After over a year with very little 
practical music making the students of 
LVS Ascot treated us to an afternoon 
of high standard performances in the 
Young Musician of the Year Final. Short 
listed participants ranged from Year 4 
to Year 13 and delivered a wide plethora 
of musical entertainment. We are proud 
that after so long without performing, 
and for some, with tuition only being 
provided by their instrumental or vocal 
teachers online, that the students 
were still able to give performances 
of the sort of calibre that family and 
friends were able to enjoy later in the 
evening through our broadcasted 
event. Particular mention must go 
to the winners of each category for 
mature, accurate and emotive displays 
of musicianship:

Junior Singer – Emily S
Junior Instrumentalist – Pryan K
Intermediate Singer – Sophia B
Intermediate Instrumentalist – Sophie H

Senior Singer – Alexandra S
Senior Instrumentalist – Thomas H

I know that the musicians that took part 
and the staff that work behind the scenes 
bringing all of this together, are very much 
looking forward to the new academic year 
and being able to provide more regular 
musical bonanzas to showcase the talents 
of our students at LVS Ascot.

Mr James Wilder – Head of  
Academic Music

The LVS Young Musician 
of the Year Award couldn’t 
happen as normal this year. 
We couldn’t perform to an 
audience of parents and 
our entries for the heats 
had to be submitted to 
Mr Wilder in recorded 
video form. Normally 
we would perform our 
entries to Mr Wilder. We 
were then sent a list of 

names of who had made it into the final. 
When the day of the final arrived we were 
all given a time slot in which we were to 
walk into the theatre, play our piece to the 
judge and then leave the theatre. My heart 
was racing the whole time I was playing. 
It was probably the longest minuet and a 
half of my life and to make it harder and 
more nerve wracking the whole thing was 

being recorded. Having not played to 
anyone in over a year it felt rather 

strange to be back on the stage. 
That night we were sat around 
our televisions waiting for the 
video of the final to go live and 

after some technical difficulties 
we were able to see who had won. 
When I heard that I had one I  

was ecstatic!

Thomas Haywood – Senior 
Instrumentalist Winner

YOUNG MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR

04/21
APRIL 2021
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I chose to take part in the Young Musician 
competition because I haven’t been able 
to take part in much else this year. I am so 
grateful that everyone took their time to 
organise this so that people who normally 
do lots of performing could. My favourite 
thing about performing is that I get to 
do what I love. I really enjoy performing 
because I have put in a lot of work and I 
get to feel accomplished and like I have 
achieved something.

Sophie Haywood – Intermediate 
Instrumentalist Winner

This was a very different experience this 
year due to covid. Firstly, our auditions 
were very strange as we had to perform 
at home virtually submit our video 
entries as our audition process. I enjoyed 
practising and I dressed up to make it 

feel as if it was a proper performance. I 
was delighted to be selected for the final. 
However, even the final was strange. 
We were given an allocated time slot 
to perform in the theatre in front of 
the adjudicator but it was very odd not 
to have an audience. It was streamed 
live in the evening to parents and I was 
delighted to be announced the winner of 
the intermediate singer category. I was 
presented the next day with my medal for 
participating and my trophy for winning. 
The whole experience was very strange as 
I performed but still had wait at home in 
anticipation for my results. 

Sophia Bell – Intermediate  
Singer Winner
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ISA NATIONAL SCHOOLS 
DANCE COMPETITION
In April of this year we entered the ISA 
Dance Competition. We knew it would 
be tricky as we were still unable to 
perform live and getting the groups 
together during a time where we 
were still in bubbles was our biggest 
challenge. Despite all of the obstacles 
we entered our biggest number of 
dances ever and the girls worked 
incredibly hard, even giving up some 
of their Easter holidays to come in for 
rehearsals. LVS entered 2 numbers for 
KS2, KS3, and KS4. 

KS2 Solo – Elizabeth Bennett
KS2 Duet – Addy Hutchinson-Dunn and 
Tilly Kirkham
KS3 Trio – Izzy Hayden, Evie Morris and 
Josie Irvine

KS3 Trio – Abigail Gartside, Maya Kay 
and Ava Murray
KS4 Duet – Charlotte Reid and  
Maddie Spencer
KS4 Solo – Izzy Cox
The competition was tough but we 
delivered some outstanding numbers and 
we are very proud of their performances. 

A huge congratulations goes to Elizabeth 
Bennett for her solo performance 
‘Anything’s Possible’ which placed 3rd in 
the KS2 Category.

We look forward to lots more opportunities 
next year and seeing the Dance 
department grow and develop. 

Ms Norgate – Dance Teacher

“I have loved everything about taking part 
in the ISA dance competition. I have mostly 
enjoyed learning new choreography and 
rehearsing with the other dancers. It has 
been a challenge to get my left leg as high 
as my right leg but this has given me good 
incentive to improve it.

I'm so excited to be representing 
my school and am looking forward 
to becoming more involved in the 
performing arts department and 
challenging myself in more competitions 
and performance opportunities at LVS 
senior school next year.”

Addy Hutchinson-Dunn – Year 6

“I have really enjoyed training for the ISA 
dance competition. Miss Clark has given 
me a lyrical piece to learn which has 
been challenging but fun. I usually dance 
ballet, so this style was new to me. I have 
learnt new steps and challenged myself 
to try out turns and leaps, which are not 
things I have done before. Miss Clark has 
been very supportive and has made all 
the rehearsals enjoyable. I love my dance 
and I am looking forward to performing 
it. I feel very lucky to have been chosen 
to represent LVS and want to do well for 
the school. I am very excited for next 

term when I join the Senior school. There 
are so many more opportunities to be a 
part of, which will help me get better as 
a dancer and performer but most of all I 
will be part of the Performing Arts team 
which is very exciting.”

Elizabeth Bennett – Year 6

“I really enjoyed learning the routine for 
ISA dance because I got to dance with 
one of my friends and the choreography 
was fun to learn and perform. I was very 
pleased when I was asked to represent 
my school for ISA because it is my last 
year at LVS and I get to finish it by doing 
the thing I love with my friends. I had to 
take on a few challenges such as doing 
double pirouettes (which I have always 
found quite hard to do without hopping) 
and being in sync with my duet partner. 
Overall, I enjoyed being part of the ISA 
Dance Competition and it has given me a 
great last year.”

Tilly Kirkham - Year 6

I really enjoyed this experience as a whole. 
Dancing alongside my friends was fun – it 

was also interesting to dance alongside 
people outside of my dance school. Next 
year, if I dance again, I would look forward 
to being able to dance in front of people 
and experience the whole competition 
in person, with other schools. I loved 
working with my dance teachers as well. 
Looking into the future, I am excited to 
take part in any upcoming performances 
and to possibly take dance at GCSE level. 

Thank you again,

Evie Morris - Year 8

Over the duration of the spring term , 
some of the girls and I took part in the 
ISA dance competition. This was a great 
opportunity because lots of us used to 
take part in the shows and competitions 
at school before COVID and it gave us 
the opportunity to start getting back to 
normal life. The rehearsing of the dances 
has been a great way to start to reconnect 
with our life before COVID.

Abigail Gartside – Year 9

I really enjoyed  
learning the routine  
for ISA dance because  
I got to dance with one 
of my friends and the 
choreography was fun to 
learn and perform.

Tilly Kirkham - Year 6

04/21
APRIL 2021

LiVeS

110 111



LVS ASCOT SPORT 
APRIL UPDATE

Huge congratulations to Jamie in Year 
5 and Will in Year 7 who completed 
100km run in March and raised £2,331 
for breast cancer charity.

Superb write up about Tilly in Year 
11 who achieved the best bowling 
figures of the season with 5/11 against 
Oxfordshire and best bowling figures 
across all Berkshire teams during 2020! 
Absolutely brilliant, well done!

We are delighted to have won the ISA 
Schools award for Outstanding Sport 
(Large School). Congratulations to the 
Sports department, thank you for your 
hard work.

To pay our respects for the incredible 
Sir Captain Tom Moore we decided to 
collect loose change and to create a 
‘100’ with them. We raised an incredible 
£385.82 in loose change, and this was 
contributed to by the whole school, 
juniors and seniors. 

The Just Giving pages stayed open and 
with a combined total of £230 for senior 
school student sponsorship we raised a 
total of £615.82! Well done to everyone 
who has contributed to this great cause!

Thank you to Carol Robinson for organising 
another great fundraising event.

CAPTAIN SIR TOM MOORE 
COIN COLLECTION

In April our thoughts were with our patron, Her Majesty The 
Queen, on the passing of her husband, and patron of the 
Licensed Trade Charity, His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh.

HRH PRINCE PHILLIP,  
DUKE OF EDINBURGH
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Born: Mid-4th century BC 
Died: Mid-3rd century BC
Known For: Euclidean geometry, Euclid’s 
Elements, Euclidean algorithm.

Euclid or Euclid of Alexandria was a 
Greek mathematician who lived in 
Alexandria during the reign of Ptolemy 
I. Euclid is also referred to as ‘Founder of 
Geometry’ or ‘Father of Geometry’. He is 
best known for his book on Geometry: 
The Elements. Euclid was born around 
two years after Alexander the Great 
had conquered Egypt and created 
Alexandria. The city that Euclid grew up 
in was becoming the most important 
in the world. Important scientists and 
scholars from Greece came to study in its 
great library. 

Other information about Euclid is not 
so reliable. There are two types of extra 
information given by other authors. The first 
is Euclid’s Maths Work

Euclid discovered geometry. He was the 
first person to create and use shapes, angles 
and lines in maths. Euclid wrote about all 
his geometry in 13 books which he called 
Euclid’s Elements. It described in detail how 
to draw many shapes and count angles. It 
was also later translated into Arabic in the 
800’s, then translated from Arabic to Latin in 
1120. The first English translation was seen 
in 1570. Euclid created many words that we 
still use in maths today such as:

• Line, Horizontal, Parallel  
 and Converging. 
• Angle, Curve and Degrees. 
• Square, Triangle, Circle etc.

His work influenced many other 
mathematicians for more than 2000 years. 
Geometry is not just used in maths, it can be 
used in almost all sciences, architecture, art 
and more. Euclid created: 

Axioms, points, lines, planes, angles, curves, 
surfaces, length, width, area, volume, 

metrics, measures, dimension, symmetry 
and more.

In total there are actually three different 
types of geometry: Euclidean, Lobachevsky 
and Riemann. Euclid’s maths started with a 
very simple idea. Euclid gradually built on 
this simple idea, creating a simple but useful 
topic. During this process, and his talent for 
naming things, Euclid created everything 
from horizontal lines to angles to circles.

Euclid’s Shapes
Euclid wrote the first book on mathematics 
and geometry. The book was so good that 
people were still using it in schools during 
the 20th century. 

Lines: Euclid said that to write his book he 
would explain everything from the start. 
Euclid decided that a simple point or dot, 
was a good place to start. When Euclid 
connected two of these points together, he 
called the shortest distance between the 
two dots a line. Next. Euclid drew two lines 
that were exactly the same length, and were 
the same distance apart, and he called them 
parallel lines. Then he drew two lines that 
weren’t the same distance apart, and he 
called them converging lines. Euclid named 

EUCLID  
BY SOPHIE HAYWOOD - YEAR 7

the straight line a horizontal line, and he 
called the line that went diagonal, the angle 
between two lines. 

Triangles: Euclid joined up three dots with 
two lines, created another angle, and then 
joined up the spare dots with another line 
and he called this shape a triangle. Later, 
Euclid created the six different types  
of triangle:

• Equilateral Triangle – Where all the  
 lines and angles are the same.
• Isosceles Triangle – Where two of the  
 lines and angles are the same.
• Scalene Triangle – Where all of the  
 lines and angles are different.
• Acute Triangle – Where all the angles  
 are below 90°.
• Right-angled Triangle – Where one of  
 the angles is 90°
• Obtuse Triangle – Where one or more  
 of the angles is above 90°

Circles: To make a circle, Euclid drew an 
acute angle, then he made a right angle, 
he made an obtuse angle, and then made 
the line go all the way around, until it was 
at its starting point; the shape that Euclid 
had drawn was a circle. The length of the 
lines was the same as the distance from the 
middle of the circle to its outside. 
He called this the radius. 
He called he outside the 
circumference. Then Euclid 
named the distance from 
one place on the outside 
of the circle to another, 
(that still goes through the 
middle point) the diameter.

Squares: To make a square, 
Euclid made two right angles and 
joined the four dots together. In this shape, 
he noticed there were four equal straight 
lines, four equal angles, and two pairs of 
parallel lines. 

Interesting Facts
Euclid didn’t just do mathematics. He also 
wrote about music and optics (the study of 
light). Euclid also wrote four books about 
conic sections, and Euclid made significant 
contribution to the understanding of prime 
numbers, their behaviour, factorizing and 
divisors. Nobody knows where Euclid died, 
and lots about his life is unknown. Even 
the most famous pictures and drawings of 
him are only guesses as to what he looked 

like. When he was young, Euclid 
was taught by Plato, who also 

taught Aristotle. Euclid taught 
mathematics and founded 
the Alexandrian School of 
Mathematics. Many types of 
maths were named after him 

such as Euclidean Geometry, 
Euclidean Number and 

Euclidean Algorithm. 

Euclid worked in the Great Library 
of Alexandria, and many other famous 
mathematicians worked there too such as 
Hypatia and Eratosthenes.

 

In everyday life, you can see geometry in 
nature. You can see geometrical shapes 
and patterns in leaves and on animal skins. 
Geometry can be found in homes too: 
rugs, windows, doors, beds, chairs, tables, 
TVs and many more all have geometric 
shapes and patterns on them. Geometry 
is important in cooking, because you need 
to know all the correct proportions of 
ingredients to make the dish perfect.  
Many famous buildings are made from 
geometric shapes.

Bibliography:
https://mathshistory.st-andrews.ac.uk/Biographies/
Euclid/
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/
Euclid/274223
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euclid's_Elements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geometry
https://topfacts.org/11-interesting-facts-about-euclid/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/euclid-facts/
https://www.thoughtco.com/geniuses-of-the-library-
of-alexandria-118080
https://studiousguy.com/examples-of-geometry-in-
everyday-life/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KUGLOiZyK8&list
=PLBC2C30303C0DEAE3
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
AWARDS

®
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LiVeS

One of the many extra-curricular 
activities LVS Ascot offers is the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award. The award inspires 
students to take part in, is the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award. 

A large number of Year 10 and 11 students 
who took part in their Bronze and Silver 
Award training expedition in Ascot and the 
Chilterns this academic year…
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ISA NATIONAL SCHOOLS 
DRAMA COMPETITION
Congratulations to everyone in 
Year 7 who took part in the recent 
ISA national drama competition. 
Despite lockdown restrictions limiting 
rehearsals to just three weeks, Rosie 
won Best Junior Girl Performance and 
the whole cast won Best Middle Years 
(Year 7-9) production! Take a bow!

20 May 2021 – Year 7 students took to 
the stage recently, winning two national 
awards for their talents in performing arts 
after just three weeks of rehearsals.

12-year-old Rosie Robertson won Best 
Junior Girl Performance for her portrayal 
of Alice in Variations and, together with 
the rest of her cast members, also won 
the award for Best Middle (Years 7-9) 
Production. The play, by Katie Hims, is a 
cautionary tale seen through the eyes of 
a teenage girl, who wishes her life were 
different, and is a popular choice  
for schools.

It is the first play that Year 7, the youngest 
in the senior school, has been able to 

perform, due to lockdown restrictions. 
They took to the stage and recorded their 
performance after just three weeks of 
rehearsals, following the return to school 
in March.

The ISA Drama Festival is an annual 
celebration of the dramatic arts. ISA 
Members’ Schools from across the 
country perform in competition. 
Each performance is assessed by an 

independent judge against set criteria. 
This year the competition was held online 
due to the pandemic and all the winning 
entries can be seen at www.isaschools.
org.uk/arts/drama/drama-competition

The judge commented on Rosie 
Robertson’s impressive ability to hold 
the stage throughout the 20-minute 
performance, the convincing 
performances of family life and added 
humour and described the play as 
“thoroughly enjoyable to watch”.

ISA national arts officer, Marie-Ange 
Moncuy, added; “The past twelve months 

has seen every drama award from the 
BAFTAs to the Oscars go online, and the 
ISA Drama Festival was no exception. 
A huge congratulations to the cast and 
team behind Variations at LVS Ascot for 
such brilliant performances.”

LVS Ascot offers Drama at GCSE and 
Drama and Theatre Studies at A Level. 
Students can choose to focus on acting 
or design and learn both performance 
and technical theatre skills as well as 
textual study, collaboration and team 
working. The School’s facilities include a 
250-seater theatre, with state-of-the-art 
lighting and sound equipment, giving 
students the opportunity to experience 
the technical and behind the scenes 
roles in a real life setting as well as the 
thrill of being on stage. Scholarships for 
entry into the senior school (Year 7) are 
available for students displaying one of 
a range of outstanding talents, including 
Performing Arts.

05/21
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It’s fantastic to see  
the youngest  
members of our  
senior school showing 
such promise, especially 
as they had such a limited 
time to prepare. The win 
is a huge accolade to 
their determination and 
to the encouragement 
and dedication from 
our Performing Arts 
department.

Christine Cunniffe,  
LVS Ascot School Principal

The past 12 months  
has seen every  
drama award from  
the BAFTAs to the Oscars go 
online, and the ISA Drama 
Festival was no exception. 
A huge congratulations to 
the cast and team behind 
Variations at LVS Ascot for 
such brilliant performances.

Marie-Ange Moncuy,  
ISA national arts officer
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YEAR 7 EMILLIO COMAS 
AN OLD BISCUIT TIN
My uncle had the most amazing biscuit tin, 
not only did it always have delicious treats 
but the biscuits were magical. They had the 
power to suck you into a story, and that story 
would depend on the biscuit in the tin. For 
example, if I had a Bourbon biscuit it would 
transport me to the court of the evil Baron 
Von Leibniz and I would have to escape from 
his castle. A wagon wheel would cart me off 
to the wild wild West, where I would be a 
miner searching for gold. One of the worst 
biscuits was a chocolate finger, these stories 
always contained dragons, knights and 
deadly fights.

However, today my uncle had ventured down the 
middle isle of Lidl. When I opened the old biscuit 
tin I was surprised to discover 
Chinese fortune cookies. Snatching 
it up and then gobbling it down, I 
waited with anticipation. I felt the 
room suddenly spin round and 
round and then I found my self 
running for my life across the Great 
Wall of China. I was being chased 
by angry Samurai and they were 
gaining on me fast. Suddenly, I saw 
a tower and ran towards it. I was 
really tired as I got to its base. My 
legs began to crumble and I fell to 
the floor; the last thing I remember 
was a bang on the head and it all 
went dark…

Eventually, I awoke up in a jail, lined with stone and 
steel bars, a guard dressed in a karate gown and 
a black belt opened the cell and said something 

in Mandarin. Pushing me forward with his spear, 
he directed me into a large room. The room was 
surrounded by golden pillars, a mysterious roof, a 
woven red carpet and there in front of it all was a 
very small man sitting on a huge solid gold chair. 
He introduced himself as Emperor Rishtea Bees-
quit ruler of China. As he began to talk, I realised 
that it did not make any sense, it wasn’t English 
and it wasn’t Mandarin either. His interpreter told 
me that the Emperor needed the key to enter the 
‘real world’ and that I would never get home if I 
didn’t give it to him. 

He could see from the look in my confused face 
that I did not know what he was talking about. 
They explained that the biscuit verse was a parallel 
universe and the key would allow people to travel 

from one to the other. The way 
out was to complete the mission 
or to say the words that only the 
person who had come from the 
real world would know. I had no 
idea what he was talking about 
so he chucked me in a prison 
where I waited my fate. 

The next morning, I was woken 
up by a tapping noise, as I 
looked across the cell I saw 
an unbelievable sight. I could 
not believe my eyes it was my 
grandad!

Grandad explained that he had sneaked a biscuit 
from the tin and got stuck in Pen-Guin without 
the secret to get home. Having been discovered 
he was then thrown into Cookie dough Dungeon. 
Suddenly, we heard a hatch open and some 

Mikado soldiers walked in to the jail. They were 
tall and thin, but when they started attacking me 
we had to fight back. Punching and pushing, we 
made our way through them and just before the 
hatch closed, I stopped it and me and grandad 
clambered through. 

Fighting our way back to the court of emperor 
Rishtea, I could see he was having a meeting with 
his advisors and they were saying,

 “We need to get to the real world before the end 
of next week or we can’t take over the real world.” 

Suddenly, grandad coughed and they saw us, 
grabbing grandad’s hand we ran for the exit and 
dived through it as they closed behind us.

We ran down a corridor and jumped through a 
window and landed on the path of the Great Wall 
of China. Looking up, we saw a enormous party 
ring. Climbing the tower with our bare fingers we 
got to the exit just as a garrison of Samurai ran 
along the wall. As they chased us up the wall, we 

clambered as fast as we could and managed to 
jump through the centre of the blue Party Ring. 

Landing with a thud in my uncle’s old kitchen 
apartment, I looked at grandad and smiled before 
noticing my fortune cookie on the floor. Unfurling 
the paper I read it out loud and I smiled. My 
fortune was: “Boy who eat cookie from old tin 
always have big adventure.“ 

And that’s when me and grandad fell  
about laughing. 

Our Year 13 students reflected on the tragic 
death of Sarah Everard. Head Boy Lawrence 
wrote this powerful, moving poem, read 
here by his classmates as part of a media 
campaign for the Digital Creative Media 
Production BTEC course.

SARAH EVERARD  
POEM TRIBUTE
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PUBLIC SPEAKING AND 
DEBATING COMPETITION

SOUL HUNTER MAKES 
AN ONLINE VISIT

Research, reasoning, and even public 
speaking skills are just a few of the 
many benefits that come with learning 
to be a good debater. From planning 
your argument – even if it’s one you 
disagree with – to choosing your words 
with care, debating can prepare you to 
take on any challenge life may present 
to you.

The ISA Public Speaking and Debating 
Competition is a wonderful challenge 

for pupils to really put their skills and 
knowledge to the test and celebrate the art 
of oratory.

Public Speaking and Debating 
Competition 2021 – Results
As challenging as debating can be 
normally, students had to adapt to a very 
different competition this year with the 
event being held online.

 

The motions for this year’s  
competition were:

• Should monuments to controversial  
 historical figures remain?

• Should there be limits to free speech  
 on social media?

• Is trial by jury the best guarantor  
 of justice?

Well done to everyone who took part, and 
congratulations to the winners, Leighton 
Park School, Cardiff Sixth Form College and 
LVS Ascot.

A huge congratulations to our team of Year 
11 pupils: Ioan, Gauri and Charlotte. And 
a special mention to our two pupils for 
winning awards. 

Charlotte Reid - Best Cross examination 
and rebuttal

Ioan Mannion - Certificate for 
participation

Gauri Santosh - Best clarity of 
communication

On Thursday, 13th May 2021 the author 
Chris Bradford did another of his 
exciting online presentations to our 
Year 7 pupils. 

This occurred during their English lesson 
and was organised in conjunction with the 
Learning Resources Centre. Pupils were 
treated to the author’s ideas behind his 
Soul Hunter series. Individual pupils were 
able to log into a Teams meeting using 
their own devices to participate in this 
event. Once again, they listened to a short 
reading of an extract and Chris explaining 
the concept of reincarnation, which is a key 
theme in this series.

A number of pupils went on to reading 
these books and others by Chris Bradford, 
thus cultivating a love for reading.

05/21
MAY 2021
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HART HOUSE REFLECTIONS
I would like to say a big well done 
to all Hart house students for the 
resilience you have shown in the 
last year, it has certainly not been 
the year we had expected. It has 
not been an easy journey and I 
am so proud of every single one 
of you. 

It has been great to see some of you 
getting involved with competitions online 
and I am looking forward to being able to 
see you all representing the house in some way 
over the next year.

Wishing year 11 and 13 all the best for their future 

endeavours. It has been a 
pleasure getting to know you all 
and I wish you all the very best 
of luck in your next chapter.

Remember ‘why fit in when you 
were born to stand out 
’ Dr Suess.

Mrs Rebecca Sandford, 
Housemistress  

Hart House
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BUCHANAN HOUSE REFLECTIONS
Well, what a year it has been! Who knew this 
year would shape up and turn out as it has!

We were unable to see are old cohorts of Year 11 
and Year 13 off in style with our usual celebrations. 
However, it was heartening to see so many of our 
former Year 11 return to LVS in September. As I 
write this, I am looking forward to seeing them get 
their chance to attend the Summer 
Ball, alongside our current Year 11. I 
am also looking forward to seeing 
so many old faces from Year 13 
return in our final summer term 
week, for a celebration of their 
success last year and to complete 
their LVS journey.

I have been proud of the resilience 
our students have shown and their 
incredible ability to adapt to a new 
way of working and learning. Their ability 
to communicate and work online across 
the world, showing that we are truly a school 
family that is eager and determined to maintain its 
contact with every member.

We have met each and every incident of online 
learning head on, whether due to having to isolate 
or due to national lockdowns. As a family of staff 
and students, have become quite adept at an 
incredible speed in the use and development 
of Teams, setting a standard at an early stage 
that has been the envy of many other education 
establishments. It is the good nature, enthusiasm, 

friendliness and warmth of our 
students that has made online 
learning this year such a success.

However, as a teacher who teaches 
practical subjects, I have been so 
pleased to get back to the school 
classroom, even though working in 
bubbles has had its own challenges.

Something that has shone out 
this year, is how we as a school 

community have been able to support a 
number of charities and Buchanan students 

have all contributed to this in some small of big 
way. Our Year 13BU1 class collected an amazing 
amount of supplies for our local food bank. 

Lawrence Bland, our Head Boy and member of 
Buchanan, put together a highly successful zoom 
quiz and even made the local papers. It has been 
great to see our older students leading the way in 
charitable events. 

I am very much hoping that next year I will be 
writing about the successful return of house 
events and how Buchanan students have stepped 
up and got involved in all that is on offer.

This has indeed been an unprecedented year and I 
have not had an academic year anything quite like 
it in my 25 years of teaching. Certainly, a historic 
event that we will all talk about for years to come. 

Wishing you good health and happiness.

Mrs Carol Robinson, Housemistress 
Buchanan House

BRAKE HOUSE REFLECTIONS
It is with great sadness that I say goodbye 
to all the Brake students leaving this year. 

It was a joy to have you in the House and to see 
you go from strength to strength. I wish you 
every happiness and success as you enter the 
next exciting chapter of your lives. I hope you 
will take forward with you fond memories of your 
days in LVS, Ascot.

Very best wishes.

Mrs Bason, Housemaster Brake House
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HAMPTON HOUSE REFLECTIONS
As has been the case for everybody this past 
year, Hampton House has had a weird time 
of it. We have experienced the absence of 
many of our boys, self-isolating as separate 
year groups within the House and as a 
whole House, and during the lockdown after 
Christmas we took in the boys from Kew and 
Blenheim Houses that returned 
(meaning we had from Year 5-13 
at one point). 

These strange experiences have 
meant that everybody, staff and 
students have made new friends 
and memories that will certainly be 
with us all for a long time to come. It 
has been hard to keep in touch with 
and get everyone involved, especially 
considering Hampton boys herald from 
15 different countries over many different 
time zones. However, the boys of Hampton 
House never cease to disappoint and adapted to 
the new way of working with the majority able 

to continue studying hard and showing the high 
level of camaraderie we have come to expect 
from this Household.

The staff have had to be more creative than ever 
before both in the day to day running of the 
House under government constraints on the 
population and in terms of new, fun and exciting 

activities for the boys to partake in. 
Below are some testimonies from 
some of the boys that highlight what it 
means to be a Hamptonite: 

James Wilder, Housemaster 
Hampton House

Hampton house makes 
me feel very safe 
because everyone is  
like family. Gavin

Hampton House is a 
very respectful house 
to all cultures and races, 
bringing everyone 
together. Talal

Hampton house is 
like my second family 
and I never feel alone. 
Ansul
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HAMPTON HOUSE REFLECTIONS

OSBORNE HOUSE REFLECTIONS
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OSBORNE HOUSE REFLECTIONS
Life was very busy in Osborne this year. The 
girls showed real grit throughout a very 
fluid academic year! Amongst lockdowns, 
quarantines, semi- quarantines, false 
alarms, normal lessons, online lessons, 
normal activities, online activities and more, 
the girls were excellent and very 
supportive of each other. They 
showed resilience and a true desire 
to succeed. Well done!

There was a great deal of baking 
and cooking, with many memorable 
moments, including some excellent 
‘Bake Off’ events!

The girls were also challenged during 
some adventurous activities such as 
kayaking, canoeing, trampolining and high 
ropes – they definitely had to overcome 
some personal fears! Go Osborne ladies!

On a weekly basis they were able to take part in 
different sporting activities from swimming to 
volleyball, with some being more active than 
others…, but laughter was always there, even if 
they were laughing at the staff.

Talking about staff, it was a memorable team: 
Miss Chiwara, Miss Whelan, Miss Price, Mr Martin, 
Mrs McAuley and Mrs Hewett! What a team. Now 
some of them will be moving on. But will take 
with them some good memories from the Year 
2020-2021.

And the girls! What an 
amazing group of young 
ladies, led by our Prefect’s 
team, with Maddie and Alena 
at the helm. Well done to all 
of you for all you achieved this 
year and all the best in the 
future, wherever you are!

Siliva Hewett 
Osborne House Boarding 

Housemistress
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KENNINGTON HOUSE 
REFLECTIONS
I was thrilled to be appointed as IHM of 
Kennington House in April 2020 and excited 
to be able to start this academic year 
properly in my new role after the isolation of 
the first couple of months. 

Sadly, this year has also not been 
‘normal’ and all the events which 
would ordinarily bring us together 
as a community were not able to 
take place. This meant no house 
dinner, charity day, or performing 
arts and sports competitions to 
get our teeth into. These events 
were a huge loss to the feeling of 
community and robbed everyone of 
their opportunity to shine outside of the 
classroom or to push themselves into trying 
something new.

 I would like to thank all of this year’s students 
for their resilience when things were tough and 
their support for each other. It is also important 
to recognise the sterling work of the Kennington 
tutors, without whom I would not be able to 
my job. They are fantastic at supporting and 

encouraging the students to be the best they can 
be while also keeping them on track  
when needed.

I am very much looking forward to September 
2021 and hoping that – finally – 
we can get back to something 
approaching ‘normal’. We will 
welcome a new group of students 
into Year 7 as well as other years and 
I know that they will all be made to 
feel very welcome. I hope that the 
‘Year Group Bubbles’, which were 
necessary to keep students and 

staff safe this year, will be gone and 
we can start to interact more across the 

year groups and as the community we are. 
Together with our new House Captains - Rudy 

Livingstone Learmonth and Joel Warren – we 
will aim to rekindle the Kennington ethos of 
compassion, determination and togetherness.

Finally, I want to say goodbye (sadly) and good 
luck for the future to the Year 13 students and 
those in Year 11 who will not be returning to LVS 
for their sixth form studies. The last 2 years have 

been so disrupted and the students richly deserve 
the grades they will receive in the summer. They 
have dealt with everything that has been thrown 
at them with patience and understanding and 
have made the best of a difficult situation.

I wish everyone health, happiness and a  
relaxing summer.

Miss Laura Betteridge 
Kennington Housemistress

COBURG HOUSE 
REFLECTIONS
Coburg House, it has been quite the year, 
hasn’t it?

First and foremost, we would like to say 
congratulations for completing what has 
been another very difficult year. You have 
dealt with yet another lockdown; some of 
you facing periods of isolation and all of you 
dealing with the difficulties of day-to-day 
life during the COVID pandemic. The way in 
which you have conducted yourselves has 
been commendable, however what you have 
learned about yourselves will undoubtedly 
benefit you in the future.

For those who are continuing here next year, let us 
look forward to what will hopefully 
be a year of normality and all of the 
joys that come with it. From House 
competitions and sporting fixtures 
to House dinners and charity 
work, the most exciting parts of 
our school life will return and with 
them will come an appreciation of 
how truly blessed we are here at 
LVS Ascot.

Throughout the last two academic 
years, you have all shown admirable 
resilience by adapting to online learning and 
then back again to the classroom environment 
but with eh benefits of blended learning. As an 
LVS community, we faced many difficulties during 
this process, issues related to differing time zones 
or “laggy” internet connections to mention but a 
few. We as a House team are all very proud of the 

way in which you have continued to engage and 
have demonstrated an incredible commitment to 
your own education.

Outside of the classroom, you have continued to 
participate in the co-curricular activities that have 
been available to you, this has helped us know 
you better as individuals that you truly are. We 
hope that you will carry this forward into all of the 
opportunities that your future brings, at LVS or 
otherwise and beyond. For those that are leaving, 
we will miss you. Remember all that the school 
has given you, the experiences shared with staff 
and students alike. Carry all that you have learned 
here into your future endeavours, be that into the 

workplace or university.

Once again, well done from the 
whole House team; you’ve  
been great!

Mr. James Curtis-Nye & Mr. 
Sean McDonnell-Roberts 
Housemaster & Assistant 
Housemaster of Coburg House
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Well, what a year it has been for us here in 
Kew House boarding! Kew has continued 
to be a home from home for the boys living 
together in a busy but never dull place, with 
endless activities to keep all our junior to 
Year 8 boarders occupied. 

This year saw the boys spending a term over 
in Hampton House when we closed due 
to the pandemic, this was a 
brilliant opportunity for them to 
experience what life is like in our 
senior house, including not only 
the extra perks but the stricter 
boundaries which comes them 
too! I would like to congratulate 
the boys for their time over in 
Hampton and thank them for 
the maturity that each of them 
had shown.

In our Summer term we certainly 
made up for lost time with trips to Kew 
Gardens, Richmond, Thorpe Park, Knoll Beach, 
Swanage, Lulworth Cove, Mercedes Benz World, 
Brooklands Aviation Museum and to the Natural 
History Museum London, these are all in addition 
to the full boarders’ trips too on offer to them. A 
highlight of the last term had to be welcoming 
all the other boarding houses over to our balcony 

where we had an outside BBQ. This was a brilliant 
time and something that everybody enjoyed, 
along with getting a go on the PS5 too!

Our Prefect team led by Harry S in Year 8, finished 
the term in a blaze of glory after having stepped 
up the pace to make up for lost time in house. 
They have held the Prefectship positions with 
honour and I would like to thank each one of 

them for their time and energy 
given to the boarding house. 

As one team leave, another term is 
about to start in September, led by 
Yedim L I wish them the very best 
of luck. 

Year 8 will be sorely missed by 
everybody in Kew House at the 
end of this year. They have been a 

brilliant group who are the best of 
friends and who support one another. 

I know it is time for them to move on and 
they ready for the transition. I wish them the 

very best of luck and hope they settle quickly 
into their new home from home!

As the academic year draws to end, I would like 
to take this opportunity to say that running Kew 
House with the outstanding team of boarding 
staff including Mr Miccoli, Miss Swiech and Mr 
Holt has been an absolutely delight. I would like 

to thank them for their energy, patience, and 
determination in making Kew such as wonderful 
boarding house for our pupils.

Sadly, we must say goodbye to Miss Swiech as she 
leaves us to take on her new position as Osborne 
House’s House. From everybody at Kew, we wish 
her the very best of luck in her new role within 
our boarding community. Miss Swiech has been 
an outstanding Assistant Housemistress in Kew 
House and I am confident that she will flourish in 
new pastoral role.

On that note, I look forward to what the new 
year brings Kew House and its boarders and the 
fantastic opportunities and new trips that our 
boarders will have a chance to experience! 

Here is to a great summer holiday everybody!

Bradley Hunt, 
Kew House Boarding Housemaster

KEW HOUSE REFLECTIONS
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Y3 learning about pollination 
using Wotsits (pollen/anthers) 
and balloons (insect)!

JUNIOR SCHOOL  
MAY ACTIVITIES

Some amazing seed 
collage work from 
Attenborough class! 
Well done!

In forest school Year 3 have been busy 
whittling to make frames.

Great fun during this afternoon 
at a KS1 science club, learning 
how to plan, use new equipment 
and organise ourselves. Lots of 
concentration and laughing too!

Year 4 Franklin and Parks classes 
showing off their dramatic skills 
this week - re-enacting parts of 
Shakespeare's Hamlet out in the 
sunshine. Fantastic array of talent 
depicting Ophelia and Hamlet!

Year 3 are learning about mummification! What is the ‘correct’ way to 
mummify an 8 year old??

Our shoebox theatres took shape! 
Lots of designing, measuring and 
assembling of our #shakespeare 
Hamlet scenes. Once complete we will 
add our electricity circuits and switches 

to light up the stage!

Maths in Year 4 involved 
making human 
quadrilaterals using giant 
elastic bands and lots of 
investigations using shapes!
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Some of our Year 6 
children have been 
working hard to 
paint, varnish and 
screw together our 
new garden sign! 
This will be here to 
stand the test  
of time!

A Fantabulous time at Glee Club tonight 
singing and dancing the afternoon away! 
Some fabulous choreography from some 
of our members that we loved sharing and 

mashing together!

Ollie (and his 
mum) knocked 
this little 
cake up last 
night - The 
Globe Theatre. 
Creative, resilient 
and very tasty!

Year 1 have been 
identifying the trees 
in the forest school 
and using hammers 
to make Hapa Zome 
(leaf dye) pictures.

We were archaeologists in science 
club, making our own fossils as well as 
handling real fossils from millions of 
years ago!

Year 3 learning the story of Antony and 
Cleopatra by freeze framing the key parts. 

How’s your hieroglyphs? The finished canopic jars without any 
gruesome contents... Mrs I & Mrs W promise!

In forest school this week Year 3 
have been making popcorn on the 
campfire and using the hammers to 
make hedgehogs.

Year 3 having a great time creating 
canonic jars out of clay! 
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Rosanna Gilson

Rosanna Gilson joined 
the Maths department 
at the beginning of this 
academic year. She has been 
a valuable member of the 
department, often sharing 
excellent resources which 
she has created to ensure 
the students’ progress. Her 
willingness to support the students outside of 
lesson time shows her passion for education. To add 
to this, she is to be congratulated on completing 
her master's degree this year. She leaves LVS to take 
up a promotion post; she will be sorely missed. We 
wish her well in her new position. . 

Jane Topham 

Jane Topham  joined Maths 
department in 2017 with a 
career change from being 
Reservoir Engineer. She is 
a fountain of knowledge, 
often quoting Mathematical 
theories and sharing newly 
discovered online resources. 
It is her passion that sets 
her apart and her amazing relationship with the 
students she teaches. A student was heard saying, 
“I hope I get Dr Topham as a teacher next year.” 
Jane willingly steps in to assist the students even 
if she has a full day of lessons and duties. She 
has made valuable contributions to the Maths 
department and Physics departments. We wish 
her well for the future. 

“Jane has also made an outstanding contribution 
to the Physics department over the last few years. 
Whether taking on a large A level set or a small 

GCSE group, her kindness, conscientiousness and 
patience with all her students is clearly evident by 
the affection in which she’s held. We will be sorry 
to be losing such a valuable member of our team, 
but wish her every success for the future.”

Phil Cantor

Phil Cantor taught in the 
Maths department from 
2003 to 2015 and left to 
rejoin in 2019; he really 
missed us. He is an excellent 
practitioner and meticulous 
in keeping the students on 
track with their studies; he 
has found the mail merge 
email tool in iSAMs very 
useful to assist with this. He 
is a team player and valued 
member of the department. 
He walks around the school 
with an air of sophistication 
and friendly smile. Mr Cantor 
is ‘hanging up the chalk’ to 
enjoy quality time with his 
wife and much love dog 
Poppy. We wish him well in his retirement.

I feel humbled to have met so many amazing 
students and staff during my career spanning 
33 years. I always thought I would know when it 
was time to ‘hang up my chalk’ and that time has 
arrived. It is a profession that I have been proud 
to be a part of, always setting high standards 
for myself and the students that I taught, always 
motivated to see happy, smiling faces when the A 
level and GCSE results were published in August. 
I have a huge number of very happy memories 
to take away with me and the 2 shirts show a 

couple of them. One is a picture of my GCSE group 
of 2013, Miss Phillips is in there somewhere and 
one which shows my proudest achievement, the 
group were named Cantor’s 18 – my GCSE class 
of 18 students who in 2011 all attained an A*. They 
bought me a shirt of my beloved football team, 
Cardiff City, and all signed it. So, if I have taught 
you, spoken to you, been grumpy with you or 
even just smiled at you, thank you for helping to 
make my career one that I can look back on with 
a great deal of satisfaction. Good luck to you all in 
the future.

Kerry Tuohy

IJS Extended Day would like to say a huge thank 
you and farewell to Kerry Tuohy. Kerry has been a 
dedicated and outstanding addition to the team, 
raising the level of crafts and activities to new 
heights. Kerry, all the staff and students will miss 
you greatly. Good Luck and please stay in touch. 

Jessica Powell – SEN Teacher Infant and 
Junior School

Having joined LVS 4 year ago, Jess has taken a 
lead on the SEN teaching within the Infant and 
Junior School for the last 3 years. She has been 
an invaluable member of the ALN department 
and through her dedication to her pupils and the 
support and advice she offers to parents and staff, 
she has made a significant difference to the pupil’s 
progress. Jess will be greatly missed; she leaves 
us as she is relocating to enjoy the countryside of 
Dorset, with her husband, horse, and dog! Jess has 
taken up a new role with Devon County Council as 
SEN Education Officer. We wish her the best of luck 
and much happiness for the future. 

STAFF LEAVERS

LiVeS
AND FINALLY Junior Leavers

Laura Rawlinson – Deputy Head Infant and 
Junior School

Laura has been at LVS for many years and has 
made a significant contribution to the growth and 
development of the school. Hundreds of children 
have passed through her hands both directly and 
indirectly and she has worked to support many 
members of staff during her time at the school. 
So many students and parents in the school will 
have fond memories of their time in her class and 
it is difficult to articulate the impact she has had. 
Laura is retiring and looking forward to a new life 
in country and a future of planning free Sundays! 
We all wish her many happy years of retirement 
and want to express our thanks for her dedication, 
ultimate professionalism and compassion for 
everyone she has worked with over the years.

 

Katherine Rundle – Head of the EYFS and Key 
Stage 1, Infant and Junior School

After 5 and a half years Katherine is leaving LVS 
to join a British Prep school in the heart of New 
York, a wonderful career opportunity but also a 
real-life adventure. Katherine has led the Infant 
department for the last couple of years with 
passion and a real determination to give our 
youngest pupils the strongest grounding possible 
in their earliest days at school and there are many 
children who owe their early reading and writing 
skills to her guidance and support. Katherine has 
been a good friend as well as a colleague to many 
members of staff and she will really be missed in 
September, we all wish her the very best of luck in 
her new role and are all looking forward to being 
able to visit her in the not too distant future.

Jessica Powell – SEN Teacher Infant and 
Junior School

Having joined LVS 4 year ago, Jess has taken a 
lead on the SEN teaching within the Infant and 
Junior School for the last 3 years. She has been 
an invaluable member of the ALN department 
and through her dedication to her pupils and the 
support and advice she offers to parents and staff, 
she has made a significant difference to the pupil’s 
progress. Jess will be greatly missed; she leaves 
us as she is relocating to enjoy the countryside of 
Dorset, with her husband, horse, and dog! Jess has 
taken up a new role with Devon County Council as 
SEN Education Officer. We wish her the best of luck 
and much happiness for the future. 

STUDENT LEAVERS
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