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Welcome to the LVS Ascot Sixth Form.
LVS Sixth Form provides the perfect balance for our students,
blending focused teacher support and pastoral care so that
our students can achieve academic success whilst enjoying a
happy environment where they can truly thrive.
With a wide range of subjects to choose from, students are
able to build upon the skills they have developed during
their GCSEs in subjects such as maths, English literature or the
sciences, or branch out to try something new such as politics,
textiles, law or many of the other wide ranging courses we
provide. With BTEC courses also available, we aim to offer
students the genuine opportunity to follow their passions.
As well as subject lessons, students are able to enjoy
enrichment opportunities with fascinating lectures, sporting
activities and a range of courses on practical finance, study
skills and the UCAS application process. Additionally, they will
have the chance to undertake the Duke of Edinburgh award
and an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) which teaches
them researching and presentational skills which can then be
applied to their wider studies. All of this is specifically
designed to help our students to stand out when it comes to
the time to take the next steps beyond A levels.
The newly developed Sixth Form Centre allows students the
space to socialise and study in an area that is uniquely theirs,
whilst still maintaining the buzz and community that is being
part of the wider LVS community. We encourage our sixth
formers to act as role models to the lower years and get
involved in fund raising, school productions and sports teams
whilst our prefects co-ordinate the ever-important student
voice within the school.
The Sixth Form at LVS is truly a place of opportunities and I
look forward to welcoming you in joining us.

Mrs Jenny Westwood
Assistant Head – Sixth Form & Media
Jenny.Westwood@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Join a Sixth Form with
outstanding results, and
realise your ambitions
in a lively and stimulating
environment, which offers
freedom and responsibility.

“The support
I have had
has been truly
amazing”
Liam - Year 12 Student
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Success
Our examination success is due to each
individual student’s hard work and
determination. Our team of Sixth Form
tutors and teaching staff are there to
help you each step of the way. This is
your chance to study a tailor-made
programme that meets your individual
needs, with small class sizes, group
workshops and one-to-one support
ensuring you stay on track to meet
your targets.
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Over 90% of our students go on to
university, with most gaining their first
choice. Some choose to take a gap year,
others decide that work-based training
will suit them best. Whatever your
choice, we will help to ensure it is the
right one for you and then support you
in making it a reality.
Students in our Sixth Form make above
average progress from the end of their
GCSEs to the end of their A levels. This
level of progress is only achieved by 15%
of schools and colleges in England.
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Enrichment
As a Sixth Form student at LVS Ascot, you will be
encouraged to take the initiative, embrace life, work
hard and reap the rewards.
Many students, with the support of experienced and
motivated staff, take on challenges outside their
comfort zone and our LVS1 brings about many
exciting opportunities within the school day.

Personal Development
and Guidance
As a Sixth Form student you will be encouraged to
take leadership and mentoring roles across the
school, including organising and running activities, as
well as events and clubs for other students across the
whole school. There is also the opportunity to further
develop your skills and responsibilities by joining our
Senior Prefect Team.

Modern Learning
and Living
Future
The curriculum is enhanced by many opportunities
beyond the classroom, from field trips to specialist
lectures. Alongside independent careers advice
provided by Adviza and Morrisby psychometric
profiling, you will leave fully prepared for the
challenges which will lay ahead regardless of your
direction or travel.

The newly refurbished, purpose-built Sixth Form
Centre promotes a more mature approach to study,
but still allows access to the other exceptional
facilities including the well-equipped and resourced
Learning Resource Centre, Sports Centre and Theatre.
At the heart of the Sixth Form Centre is a Common
Room which is the catalyst to the vibrant social and
community activities enjoyed by our Sixth Form
students. Should you wish to board, our boarding
facilities offer the support needed during this time of
intensive study and personal development.

“As a Sixth Former at LVS
Ascot, you will be encouraged
to take the initiative, embrace
life, work hard and reap the
rewards”
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Choice
We offer a growing choice of over 30 courses including
A levels and a range of vocational programmes, we will
support you and advise you on how to achieve your longterm goals - whether it be entry into a high profile university
or to focus on a particular career path.
Our Sixth Form students have the opportunity to take part in a range of
co-curricular activities ranging from the Extended Project Qualification
and the DofE Gold Award to high-quality Sport, Music and Drama. All of
this contributes to making the individual stand out from the crowd in a
competitive university and careers market.
Every student is different and there is an appropriate combination of
courses for each individual. Please read on for our whole range of courses
on offer from September 2021, or contact us to talk about your options.

PLEASE NOTE: The school is considering the introduction of a Food
Science BTEC course for 2022. If this is of particular interest to you,
please contact the teacher i/c Food: Catherine.Gill@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

How do I choose the right courses to study?
Here are some questions to ask yourself:
• What subjects do you enjoy at GCSE?
• Which subjects are you keen to learn more about?
• What are your areas of strength – Science, Humanities,
Maths or Languages?
• Do you know what you want to do in the long term?
• Does your chosen university course or career have
subject-specific criteria?

Please contact the registrars to arrange a tour of the school and an
interview with the Head of Sixth Form.
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SUBJECT: ART

Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: 8ADO 9ADO

Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

For students who have an interest in, enthusiasm for and
enjoyment of Art, Craft and Design. The course will allow you
to develop practical, experimental and expressive skills.

GCSE Art – grade 6

Year 13 course outline

Assessment
Coursework

You will follow a creative process expanding your
knowledge of the subject and developing your personal
ideas into exciting outcomes. You will work in a supported
environment allowing you to reach your full potential and
create exciting, individual work.

You must have an interest in the visual world and have an
open-minded approach about what Art and Design can be.

60% coursework – 40% ESA (Externally set assignment).

Examinations
15 hour controlled assessment – practical exam.

Opportunities beyond the classroom

Higher education courses linked to the subject

The school enters external competitions to give you the
opportunity to have your work exhibited locally and
nationally.

Many students take a one year Art Foundation course or are
offered a place on a creative degree course. These courses
allow you to specialise in a specific subject area such as Fine
Art, Photography, Film and Television, Illustration, Set Design
or Fashion Design to name but a few.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

You will be encouraged to partake in a range of trips to
galleries and exhibitions to gain a greater understanding of
Art in a wider context. These recording trips will help to
develop your skills through drawing and photography. We
try to work with artists and designers where possible both in
school and out.

“I was encouraged and
supported to develop ideas to
have a more mature outlook
with my artwork and I was
able to make links to artists
and designers. My work has
become very experimental and
I have been able to develop
myself as an artist. I will be
going to UAL Foundation course
- Chelsea - Fine Art to pursue
an art career.”
Ruby

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include animator, architect, arts
therapist, ceramic designer, fashion designer, fine artist,
furniture conservator, furniture designer, games developer,
graphic designer, illustrator, product designer, Interior/spatial
designer, jewellery designer, make-up artist, medical
illustrator, museum/gallery conservator, photographer, press
photographer, printmaker, production designer –
film/television/theatre, textile designer or web designer.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Rebecca Sandford
Email: Rebecca.Sandford@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7402

SUBJECT: BIOLOGY
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Biology, not just the study of Life, but the study of you and
how your amazing body functions and fits within the natural
world. Through detailed study of biological molecules and cells,
you will learn about the common chemistry and features
shared by all life on Earth and how this provides indirect
evidence for evolution. You will also learn how survival in
any environment is only possible because organisms are able
to move substances across membranes and exchange them
with the environment. Lastly, you will gain a deeper
understanding of how the genetic diversity, that arises from
mutations in DNA, enables natural selection to create the
biological diversity that has made the natural world so
complex, beautiful and intriguing.

Minimum of grade 6 in GCSE Biology or 7-7 in Combined
Sciences: Trilogy, with grade 6 in mathematics.

Year 13 course outline
Building your biological knowledge and scientific skills, you
will gain a deeper appreciation of the importance of
continuous transfers of energy to all life. You will learn the
means by which organisms detect and respond to change
in both their internal and external environments and you will
study population genetics, evolution and ecosystems,
gaining a greater understanding of the common chemistry
of physiological pathways and the universality of the genetic
code. Differences in the DNA ultimately lead to the
evolution of new species and you will learn about the factors
that affect their success. The control and expression of the
genetic code continues to be explored at the cutting edge
of science. You will learn about the epigenetic regulation of
gene expression, how humans are discovering means to
control it and use it in many medical and technological
applications. You will also gain an appreciation of the use of
DNA technology in the diagnosis and treatment of many
human diseases.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
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Assessment
Assessment of practical skills will be by written exams only,
but there will be a separate endorsement of practical skills
which will be taken alongside the A-level. Teachers will
assess their students’ competence at carrying out practical
work, awarding a pass for students who achieve mastery
level, which is required for students who go on to become
undergraduates in science subjects at university.
There are 12 required practical activities and students can
expect questions in the exams to be written with these as
context.

Examinations
A level Paper 1: Unit 1-4 | 2 hrs | 91marks | 35% of A level.
A level Paper 2: Unit 5-8 | 105 hrs | 91 marks | 35% of A level.
A level Paper 3: All content | Practical skills | 2 hrs |
78 marks | 30% of A level.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied Biology at A level, you will be able to study
Biology at degree level as well as Agricultural Science,
Biomedical Sciences, Biochemistry, Medicine, Nursing,
Dentistry, Earth Sciences, Environmental Sciences, Forensic
Science, Anatomy, Pharmacology, Toxicology, Sport Science,
Physiotherapy and Veterinary Science.

Careers linked to the subject

You will enjoy an ecological field trip to explore a variety of
habitats, observe local wildlife and design qualitative
ecological assessments. You will develop a deeper
understanding of the natural world, the interdependence of
life and the precarious balance that it struggles to maintain.

Possible career options include Research scientist,
Pharmacologist, Biologist, Doctor, Nurse, Ecologist, Nature
conservation officer, Biotechnologist, Forensic scientist and
many roles in pharmaceuticals and Government agencies.

You will attend lectures, and read beyond the limits of your
specification. To achieve the highest marks in Biology, you
must show your passion and interest beyond the pages of
your textbook.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Louise Chappell
Email: Louise.Chappell@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: A level 9BS0

SUBJECT: BUSINESS
Year 12 course outline
Theme 1

Marketing and people (HR).

Theme 2

Managing business and activities
(Finance and Operations).

Year 13 course outline
Theme 3

Business decisions and strategy.

Theme 4

Global business.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
•

Reflect today's global world with a focus on the current
global issues that impact on businesses.

•

A pre-released context for A level to enable students to
investigate an industry or market in which businesses
operate.

•

All assessments based on real businesses, real problems
and real opportunities.

•

External visits to businesses such as Coca Cola and
BMW to experience operations and converse with
business professionals.

•

Talks from and discussions with Business Professionals
and Entrepreneurs.

Examinations:
A level Paper 1 (35%): Marketing, People and Global
Business (pulls from Themes 1 and 4) – Written Exam:
Duration 2 Hours.
A level Paper 2 (35%): Business activities, decisions and
strategy (pulls from Themes 2 and 3) – Written Exam:
Duration 2 Hours.
A level Paper 3 (30%): Investigating business in a
competitive environment (pulls from all 4 Themes) – Written
Exam based (partly based on a Pre-Release research topic):
Duration 2 Hours.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied Business at A level you will be able to study
Business Studies, Chartered Accounting, Corporate Finance,
Marketing, Human Resource Management, Business
Administration, Economics, Financial Analysis, Project
Management, and Business Law.

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include management, accounting &
finance, HR management, marketing and sales, law, economics,
events management, entrepreneurism, stock broking and
investment, retail, etc.

Grade 6 in English and Maths GCSE.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

“As an international student I
thoroughly enjoyed learning
the technical language and
its application in the
business world”

Tom

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Richard Furse
Email: Richard.Furse@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7405

SUBJECT: CHEMISTRY
Year 12 course outline

Opportunities beyond the classroom

Physical Chemistry 1: Atomic structure, Amount of
Substances, Bonding, Energetics,
Kinetics, Equilibria, Redox Reaction.

You are encouraged to become a member of Chemnet,
which is part of the Royal Society of Chemistry. There will be
lectures relating to the subject during the year - in both the
Sixth Form lectures and the general audience Smalley
Lectures - which will broaden your understanding of the
application of Chemistry. You also, have the chance to
undertake project work to explore your own interest as part
of the essay where students are asked to read the New
Scientist.

Inorganic Chemistry 1: Periodicity, Group 2: The Alkaline
Earth Metals, Group 7: The
Halogens.
Organic Chemistry 1: Introduction to organic Chemistry,
Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes, Alkenes,
Alcohols, Organic Analysis.

Year 13 course outline
Physical Chemistry 2: Thermodynamics, Rate equation,
Electrode potentials and
electrochemical cells, equilibria.
Inorganic Chemistry 2: Acids and bases, Periodicity,
Transition metals, Reactions of ions
in aqueous solution.
Organic Chemistry 2: Aromatic chemistry, Amines,
polymers, Amino acids proteins
and DNA, Organic synthesis and
analysis, Nuclear magnetic
resonance, Chromatography.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
Grade 6 at GCSE in Chemistry or Trilogy Science. Maths at
GCSE grade 6 and study of Maths at A level is highly
desirable.

Coursework
No coursework but 6 nominated practicals to be completed
and assessed for Practical Endorsement.

Examinations
A level Paper 1: Physical, inorganic chemistry and practical
skills • 2 hrs • 105 marks • 35% of A level.
A level Paper 2: Physical, organic chemistry and practical
skills • 105 hrs • 105 marks • 35% of A level.
A level Paper 3: Content • Practical skills • 2 hrs • 90 marks •
30% of A level.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied Chemistry at A level you will be able to
study Chemistry, Analytical Chemistry, Chemical Engineering,
Biochemistry, Forensic Science, Pharmacology, Natural
Sciences, Toxicology and Environmental Science amongst
many others.

Careers linked to the subject
Chemistry is an essential entry requirement for medicine,
dentistry, veterinary studies and medical sciences.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Wendy Sales Mint
Email: Wendy.SalesMint@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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SUBJECT: COMPUTER SCIENCE

Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7517

Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Section 1 covers topics such as fundamentals of programming
(C# or Python currently) and data structures,systematic approach to
problem solving and theory of computation. Section 2 covers
data representation, computer systems, fundamentals of
computer organisation and architecture, consequences of the
use of computing and communication and networking.

You will need at least 5 GCSE's at grades 9-6 including
Maths at grade 6 or above. You must be a logical thinker
and have sound mathematical skills. If your school offered
GCSE Computing or IT you should have taken it, and should
have an interest in the world of technology and
programming.

Year 13 course outline

Assessment

Three units providing a firm foundation for the study at
university. Topics cover programming, data structures and
algorithms together with the theory of computation.
Section 2 covers Data representation, consequences of use
of computer systems, networking, databases and big data.
Functional programming and systematic problem solving
are covered in context within a project.

Paper 1: on screen, 2 hours 30 minutes (40%).
Paper 2: Algorithms and Programming comprising
compulsory short answer and extended answer questions,
2 hours (40%).

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Computer Science is relevant to the changing world of
computing and to the higher education community who
value computational thinking and problem solving skills.
Students will broaden their awareness of the computing
industry and understand the implications of new
technological developments and there are many local IT
companies for work experience. The project, started at the
end of Year 12, provides a useful example of work for
interviews. Students may take additional qualifications in
specific areas such as the Microsoft MTA and there are
opportunities to enter the Computing Olympiad and other
competitions and lectures with Computer Science
departments of various universities.

Coursework: Problem solving and applying programming
skills in a major project (20%).

Higher education courses linked to the subject
The course provides a thorough knowledge of the technical
aspects of computers and enables students to develop
programming skills which are essential for many degree
courses in science and engineering. Computer Science
combines with a range of other subjects as diverse as Art
and Physics leading to areas such as computer games,
system management and engineering. Computer Science
is a valuable component for many careers, providing a firm
foundation for further study at University or to go directly
into the IT industry. Being comfortable with the technology
to support future learning and retraining will be essential.
There is a strong demand from business for both Computer
Science graduates and people with Computing skills and
knowledge.

Careers linked to the subject
Computer Science is a core component for careers such as
technical support and software development, computer
games, system management and engineering. There is a
strong demand from business for people with computing
skills and knowledge in areas such as marketing or
combatting cybercrime.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Stavros Panayi
Email: Stavros.Panayi@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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SUBJECT: CRIMINOLOGY
Year 12 course outline
Unit 1 - Changing Awareness of Crime
Students develop an understanding of different types of
crime, influences on perceptions of crime and why some
crimes are unreported.
Unit 2 - Criminological Theories
Students explore the difference between criminal
behaviour and deviance and the theories behind why
people commit crime.

Year 13 course outline

Level: Level 3 Diploma
Examination Board: WJEC/Eduqas
Specification: 2015

Assessment
Coursework
Year 12 – Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime
(25% of total mark)
Year 13 – Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom
(25% of total mark)

Examinations
Year 12 – Unit 2 Criminological Theories
(25% of total mark)
Year 13 – Unit 4 Crime and Punishment
(25% of total mark)

Unit 3 – Crime Scene to Courtroom
Students gain an understanding of the criminal justice
system from the moment a crime has been identified to the
verdict. They develop the understanding and skills needed
to examine information in order to review the justice of
verdicts in criminal cases.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
The main purpose of the qualification is to support access
to higher education degree courses, such as: Criminology,
Criminology and Psychology, Law with Criminology,
Criminology and Sociology.

Unit 4 - Crime and Punishment
Students apply their understanding of the awareness of
criminality, criminological theories and the process of
bringing an accused to court in order to evaluate the
effectiveness of social control to deliver criminal justice
policy.

Opportunities beyond the classroom

Careers linked to the subject
An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job
roles within the criminal justice sector, including police
officers, probation and prison officers, and social workers.
Criminology graduates are also attractive to employers
outside the criminal justice sector in areas such as social
research and politics.

Educational visits to see speakers who are experts in various
areas of criminology as well as a potential visit to a real life
courtroom.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
Five GSCE's at grades 9 to 5 or equivalent including English.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Frederik Green-Nickel
Email: Federik.Green-nickel@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7262
– 3 hour exam

SUBJECT: DRAMA
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding
of drama and theatre through performance and design.
Candidates will explore and perform 2 plays and learn about
a range of theatre practitioners. They will study one set play,
understanding historical and social aspects of the original
performance. Students will also visit and learn to evaluate
live theatre.

GCSE Drama at grade 8 - 6 or equivalent.

Assessment
Examination: Component 1
Written exam: 3 hour open book exam. 80 marks,
40% of A level
Coursework: Component 2

Year 13 level course outline
Students will perform a play using the influence of a
practitioner. Students will devise and perform their own
original production. They will also study a further set play,
learning how to direct it and lift it from page to stage,
understanding performance and technical elements.

Devised performance (20 marks) plus working notebook (40
marks) 30% of A level. Internally marked, externally
moderated.
Coursework: Component 3
Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks) plus reflective report (20
marks) 30% of A level. Externally marked by visiting
examiner from AQA.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students are given the opportunity to go to a broad and
varied range of theatre performances.
Performing Arts trip offered to New York, to extend and
challenge students experience and understanding of
theatre in a broader context.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied Drama at A level you will be able to study
Drama, Performing Arts, Dramatherapy, Film Studies, Media
Studies, Stage Management. Assist students who wish to
audition for Drama School.

Opportunities to take professional theatre workshops

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Students can take part in acting or backstage in everything
from major school productions to house drama
competitions.

“I’ve loved the theatre trips,
performing on stage and
working creatively in teams.
I’ve developed skills and
interests for life. Although I’m
not studying Drama at Uni, the
course and the support of the
teachers enabled me to develop
my confidence”

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include actor, set designer, lighting
designer, theatre director, playwright, stage management,
costume designer, barrister, human resources, teacher,
broadcasting, journalism and any career that requires
creativity and high level inter personal skills.

Lula

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Georgina Ring
Email: Georgina.Ring@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: A level 9EC0

SUBJECT: ECONOMICS
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Theme 1

Introduction to Markets and Market Failure
(Microeconomics).

GCSE grade 6 in English and Maths.

Theme 2

The UK Economy – Performance and
Policies (Macroeconomics).

Examinations

Year 13 course outline
Theme 3

Business Behaviour and the Labour Market
(Microeconomics).

Theme 4

A Global Perspective (Macroeconomics).

Year 12
Internal Exams based on AS Papers 1 and 2
A level Paper 1
(35%): Markets and business behaviour (pulls from Themes 1
and 3) – Multiple Choice and Written Exam:
Duration 2 Hours.
A level Paper 2

Opportunities beyond the classroom
• Reflect on today's global world with a focus on the
current economic issues and controversies.
• Debates on developing political and economic
developments.
• Research into expanding areas such as the work of the
Behavioural Insights Team (linking to Psychology and
Anthropology).
• External visits to the Bank of England and Economics
conferences to understand the role of Economics and to
experience and be part of the key debates.
• Talks from and discussions with Economists and
Examiners.

(35%): The national and global economy (pulls from Themes 2
and 4) – Multiple Choice and Written Exam:
Duration 2 Hours.
A level Paper 3
(30%): Microeconomics and Macroeconomics (pulls from all 4
Themes) – Written Exam: Duration 2 Hours.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied Economics at A level you will be able to study
Politics, Statistics, Business Studies, Chartered Accounting,
Corporate Finance, Economics, Financial Analysis and
Engineering, History.

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include management accounting &
finance, banking and insurance, marketing and sales, law,
economics, entrepreneurism, stock broking and investment,
public finance, retail.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Richard Furse
Email: Richard.Furse@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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SUBJECT: ENGLISH LITERATURE
Advanced level English Literature provides the opportunity
to study a wide range of texts - including poetry, prose and
drama - from different periods. As well as the literary texts,
students will read supporting material to develop their
understanding and appreciation of different writers, periods
and genres. The course will help them to develop the
valuable transferable skills of essay writing, critical analysis,
sustained research and independent study.
Students are encouraged to develop their own interest in
and enjoyment of literature and literary studies. They will
have the opportunity to:
•

Read widely and independently, studying the set texts
and others they have selected for themselves.

•

Engage creatively and critically with a range of texts.

•

Develop and apply their knowledge of literary analysis
and evaluation both in speech and writing.

•

Explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and
others’ interpretations of them.

•

Deepen their understanding of the changing traditions
of literature in English.

Year 12 Course Outline
Students will study poetry, drama and prose.
•

Poetry: a selection of poetry from an anthology of post2000 poetry, Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the
Forward Books of Poetry 2002-2011.

•

Drama: a play from the prescribed list (either tragedy or
comedy).

•

Prose: two novels from a chosen theme.

Year 13 Course Outline
Students will study poetry, drama, prose.
•

Poetry: a selection of post-2000 poetry (see AS course
outline); and a literary period or a named poet within a
literary period; revise poetry from Year 12.

•

Drama: one Shakespeare play and one other drama
from either tragedy or comedy; and critical essays
related to the Shakespeare play; revise drama text from
Year 12.

•

Prose: two novels from a chosen theme

•

Coursework: two texts linked by theme, movement,
author or period. The texts may be selected from poetry,
drama, prose or literary non-fiction.

Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: A level 9ETO; A2 (9ETO)

Opportunities beyond the classroom
The A level course will be supported by a number of events
depending on availability such as: theatre visits, study days,
exhibitions, Sixth Form literary conferences.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
Students are expected to achieve grade 6 in English
Language and English Literature at GCSE or IGCSE. An
interest in reading, literature and the theatre is beneficial.

Assessment Structure
Advanced level students will complete three examinations
at the end of two years (Paper 1: Drama; Paper 2: Prose;
Paper 3: Poetry).

Higher education courses linked to the subject
A good command of English is essential for success in all
the professions and a good Advanced level grade will be
required for those wishing to study English at university.
English Literature can be studied as a single subject in
higher education or it can be combined with a wide variety
of other subjects. It can also provide a good foundation for
degree courses in related subjects, for example: creative
writing, journalism, media, drama and history.

Careers linked to the subject
Similarly, a wide range of careers such as writing, journalism,
advertising, publishing, teaching, marketing, public relations,
and arts administration would use the skills acquired in
studying English Literature.
The school is considering the introduction of an English
Language/Literature course. If this is of particular interest to you
please contact the Head of English for further details.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Nicola Rowley
Email: Nicola.Rowley@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7652

SUBJECT: FRENCH
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Aspects of French-speaking Society: The Changing Family;
The Cyber Society; The Role of Charity. Artistic Culture in the
French-speaking World: A Culture Proud of its Heritage;
Contemporary Music from the French-speaking World;
Cinema. In addition, we will study the film La Haine by
Mathieu Kassovitz.

Minimum of grade 6 at GCSE or equivalent. It is also highly
recommended that any potential student have an interest
not only in language and linguistics but also history, culture
and social themes as well as film, literature and Frenchspeaking countries.

Assessment
Coursework

Year 13 level course outline
Multiculturalism in French-speaking Society: Positive
Aspects of a Diverse Society; The Marginalised Within
Society, Criminality. Aspects of Life in the French-speaking
World: The Political Engagement of Teenagers;
Demonstrations, Strikes and Unionism; the Politics of
Immigration. In addition, we will study L’Etranger by Albert
Camus.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students are keenly encouraged to engage in work
experience in a French-speaking country. This affords
language learners to opportunity to engage in work in an
authentic setting, putting language skills to purposeful and
practical use. This is in addition to having the option to
attend MFL trips.

T E A C H I N G

N O T E

In addition to in-class time, students also benefit from
compulsory 1:1 and/or small group sessions with a Foreign
Language Assistant every week to boost speaking skills and
examination technique.

“Most of our recent A level
students have gone on to study
French at University.”

In Year 13 students carry out an Individual Research Project
(IRP) on a theme (linked to a French-speaking country) of
their choosing. This will form the main part of the Speaking
Assessment at the end of the course.

Examinations
There are three parts to the examination: (1) Listening,
Reading and Writing; (2) Writing (Film and Literature); and (3)
Speaking.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
There are a number of MFL-only courses but increasingly
popular (not least due to employability prospects) are the
large number of combined degrees including one (or more)
MFLs combined with another subject (see career links
below).

Careers linked to the subject
Careers specific to MFL: translating, interpreting, teaching
MFL.
Other related areas: law, engineering, science (including
social science), history, sociology, psychology, philosophy,
politics, finance, business (sales and marketing), IT and
computing, leisure, tourism, transport, civil service.

Mr Dominic Key,
Head of French

For more information contact the Head of French:
Name: Mr Dominic Key
Email: Dominic.Key@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: OCR
Specification: H481

SUBJECT: GEOGRAPHY
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Landscape Systems (coasts), Changing Spaces; Making
Places, Earth’s Life Support Systems, Student Investigation,
Geographical Skills.

GCSE grade 6 or above is the requirement but it is possible
to opt for the subject without having studied Geography at
GCSE.

Year 13 course outline

Assessment
Examinations

Student Investigation, Geographical Debates, Global
Connections (Migration and Human rights),
Geographical Skills.

Component 01 Physical systems – 22% of A level
– 1 hour 30 minutes examination, written paper, 66 marks.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students visit Royal Holloway College, University of London
and attend the lectures and see the undergraduate facilities.
Additional day field trip to London and one day revision
courses throughout the two years are organised. The fourday field trip to Somerset for independent investigation is an
important part of the course.
There is an opportunity to participate in the Department’s
trips abroad - Iceland and South Africa. A level Geographers
are well suited to be school eco ambassadors and help with
the school eco awards.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Candidates take three examinations and complete a
coursework element.

“I have enjoyed the wide range
of topics, this is definitely a plus
point for Geography and I look
forward to the lessons which are
always different and interesting.
The work is manageable and yet
challenging and gets you
thinking about relevant
contemporary issues. I am
really looking forward to the
field work which is a bonus and
it seems like a really good trip. I
am definitely considering it as a
University course and glad that I
chose it for my A level studies’”

Component 02 Human Interactions – 22% of A level
– 1 hour 30 minutes examination, written paper, 66 marks.
Component 03 Geographical Debates – 36% of A level
– 2 hour 30 minutes examination, written paper, 108 marks.

Coursework
Component 04 Investigative Geography -20% of A level
– Non-examination assessment by the school.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
‘More than ever we need Geographer’s skills and foresight to
help us learn about our planet – how we use and how we
abuse it.’ – Michael Palin
‘Geography is a subject which holds the key to the future.’
– Michael Palin
Geography is a ‘facilitating subject’, meaning that it is
preferred by universities. Universities and employers see
geography as a robust academic subject rich in skills,
knowledge and understanding. Geography can
complement most subjects.

Careers linked to the subject
Geography is a popular subject and leads to a whole variety
of career opportunities especially in environment
management, the armed forces, scientific services and
leisure, travel and tourism. These are offered at degree and
other levels. Some of the most recent degrees offered include
geo-management and geographic Information systems.

George

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Margaret McAuley
Email: Margaret.Mcauley@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

16

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT & POLITICS
A level Government & Politics is a subject designed for
students who want to make a real difference to the world
around them. Across the two years we explore personal
political philosophy, the inner workings of government, and
the ever-changing relationship between politicians and the
public. Students quickly come to appreciate that every
aspect of their lives is shaped by decisions taken at
Westminster, and that a deep understanding of the political
process provides them with genuine power to influence
and affect these choices. The subject is also uniquely placed
to help young people formulate their own political
viewpoints which will guide their actions and opinions
throughout their adult lives.

Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7152

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
Grade 6 in GCSE History is a prerequisite for the study of A
level Government and Politics. Modern politics is a dynamic
and contemporary subject and as such a genuine interest in
the day-to-day cut and thrust of political debate is also
essential. Reading quality newspapers and watching
television coverage from Westminster or Washington are
invaluable tools for every student of politics.

Assessment
•

Paper 1: Government and politics of the UK.
Written exam: 2 hours 77 marks 33 % of A level

•

Year 12 and 13 course outline
Students study three papers: Unit 1 focuses on the
government and politics of the UK, Unit 2 covers the
government and politics of the USA and Unit 3 looks at
ideologies.

Paper 2: The government and politics of the USA.
Written exam: 2 hours 77 marks 33 % of A level

•

Paper 3: Political ideas.
Written exam: 2 hours 77 marks 33 % of A level

Higher education courses linked to the subject

Opportunities beyond the classroom
The department is currently planning the inaugural
Government & Politics visit to New York and Washington D.C.
in order to witness the workings of American politics.

There are a wide range of degree courses linked to the
subject including History, Law, International Relations and
Politics.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Careers linked to the subject
Careers in journalism, advocacy, higher education and
government itself are just some of the many routes open to
Politics graduates. Recent students of Government & Politics
at LVS Ascot have gone on to read history, international
relations and law at university with much success.

“Politics is that rare
combination of a subject that
is interesting, intellectually
challenging and practically
valuable. It is a wonderful
foundation for entering into
society as a useful and
well-informed citizen.”
Alex

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Ken Towl
Email: towlk@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: OCR
Specification: A level H505

SUBJECT: HISTORY
History helps the student to understand the world that they
are growing up in. Rather than being asked what happened
(you will never be asked to describe events), candidates will
be asked to think critically about sources and historical
questions.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Candidates will learn to question, compare and justify their
ideas. As a result classwork will regularly include discussion
and debate. Beyond this, students will learn how to analyse
historical sources and then to structure their arguments in
well-organised and clearly explained analytical essays.

“You learn to challenge
everything – that’s the great
thing. If in doubt ask why.”
Harry

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
Students are expected to have at least a grade 6 in GCSE
History. Any student who wishes to take A level History
without a GCSE in the subject should have at least a grade 6
in GCSE English Literature.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
The A level History Society offers weekly extension
documentaries and discussions (as well as very good cakes).
The library has a range of further reading texts, and in
addition LVS Historians will have the opportunity to attend
specialist lectures and debate online against another school.

Assessment
Students will be assessed by examination at the end of the
course. In addition, they will be expected to write a 3,000 to
4,000 word piece of coursework. This will be on a topic of
their choosing from the Y12 American Revolution unit.
Students should be reassured that they will get guidance
and support throughout the year with this work.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Course outline
There are three examined units and one piece of
coursework in the OCR specification that we follow. In Year
12, students study eighteenth century America (The
American Revolution and the establishment of the United
States of America), along with a study of Britain 1900-1951. In
Y13, students study how civil rights for African Americans,
Native Americans, trade unions and labo(u)r organisations
and women changed over the period of 1865-1992 and also
complete a c.3500 word piece of coursework on an aspect
of the Y12 American Revolution unit that is of particular
interest to students, that they want to research further.

A level History is a highly regarded qualification that can
open up many opportunities. The student will develop skills
in research, evaluation and analytical writing. As such,
universities and employers look favourably upon applicants
with the qualification. It is required for undergraduate
courses such as history and archaeology, and it is desirable
for law and classics.

Careers linked to the subject
Career possibilities from having A level History include being
a teacher, museum curator, excavator, researcher and lawyer.
History is also a common way into working in media and
journalism. The biggest employer of graduate historians is
the finance sector.

For more information contact the Course Leader:
Name: Mr Bob Mignot
Email: Bob.Mignot@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
or Co-Course Leader:
Name: Mrs Treasa Bason
Email: Treasa.Bason@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7161

SUBJECT: LAW
Year 12 and 13 course outline

Assessment

This is an A level course undertaken over two years. The
course is examined through three written exams, Criminal
Law, Tort and Human Rights.

Each paper comprises of a combination of multiple choice,
short answer and extended writing questions.

Opportunities beyond the classroom

Criminal law (75 marks out of 100).

Law helps students to understand part of the world around
them, how laws are made and by whom, how influential
judges are and whether or not law can provide justice and
protect rights. Students learn to question, compare and
justify their ideas. As a result, class work will often take the
form of discussions and debates. Students will also learn how
to analyse legal sources and then to structure their
arguments in well-organised and clearly explained analytical
essays.

Written exam: 2 hours; 100 marks; 33% of A level

There will be an opportunity to visit the Central Criminal
Court (The Old Bailey) in London as well as a local
magistrate’s Court. The LRC has a range of further reading
texts and specialist magazines.

Paper 1: The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100).

Paper 2: The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100).
Tort (75 marks out of 100).
Written exam: 2 hours; 100 marks; 33% of A level
Paper 3: Law of contract (75 marks out of 100).
The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100).
or
Human rights (75 marks out of 100).
The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100).

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Written exam: 2 hours; 100 marks; 33% of A level

Students are expected to have at least a grade 6 in GCSE
English and be genuinely curious about the law and how it
works. Any student who wishes to take A level Law without
this should speak to Mr Towl.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Despite rumours to the contrary, the vast majority of Higher
Education institutes value A level Law as a qualification for
Law at university. The A level provides a good taster for the
first year of a degree course. A level Law is not only useful for
budding lawyers, though. It offers an insight into the law that
could be useful for future entrepreneurs, public sector
workers, police officers and politicians.

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include lawyer, advocacy, journalism,
government, international relations, politics, public sector.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Ken Towl
Email: towlk@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: AS/A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: Linear

SUBJECT: MATHEMATICS
The Mathematics A level is a two-year linear course
consisting of Pure Mathematics, Mechanics and Statistics,
with students studying all three topics.
The pure elements of the course include Algebra, Calculus
and Trigonometry and provide the students with the tools
needed for solving problems. The Statistics and Mechanics
elements apply these techniques in real world contexts.
Students who wish to take an AS qualification after one year
may do so, but this does not count towards their final
A level grade.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students are afforded the opportunity to take part in both
regional and national Mathematic Challenges generally held
at a local university.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
This course is designed for competent mathematical
students who have interest and natural fluency in
mathematics and in particular algebraic manipulation. In
order to take the course, students must have achieved at
least a grade 7 in their GCSE Mathematics examination or
equivalent.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Assessment

“I enjoy working through
problems in a logical way and
I find it fascinating that Maths
can be applied to so many
situations. For example, having
studied Mechanics as part of
Maths, I have found Physics to
be much easier as it has helped
me understand why things act
as they do.”

A level students are assessed by examination only and sit
three two hour papers at the end of the second year.
AS level students will sit two 90 minute papers at the end of
one year.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Mathematics A level is a qualification sought by many top
universities for almost any technical or academic degree
course. In particular, it is specifically relevant for Science,
Engineering, Computing and Finance-based courses.

Georgia

Careers linked to the subject
Students completing Mathematics at A level can go on to
follow almost any career but in particular in the applied
science, business and financial, IT and educational sectors.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Ms Gwyn Els
Email: Gwyn.Els@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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SUBJECT: FURTHER MATHEMATICS
Further Mathematics A level is studied with Mathematics A
level and provides a double A level qualification in
Mathematics.
Generally, students will complete their Mathematics A level
in the first year of study and the Further Mathematics in
their second year.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

The course consists of Pure Mathematics, Mechanics,
Statistics and Decision at a higher level of complexity than
the standard Mathematics A level.

“We selected Further Maths
because we love solving difficult
algebra-based problems because
it helps to develop logic.
We enjoy the breadth of subjects
studied including Pure Maths,
Mechanics, Statistics and
Decision Making. These are
particularly helpful in
supporting our studies on other
courses such as Computing and
Physics.”
Martin and Xingchen

Level: AS/A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: Linear

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students are afforded the opportunity to take part in both
regional and national Mathematic Challenges generally
held at a local university.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
This course is designed for mathematically able students
who have both an interest and natural fluency for
mathematics and have achieved a grade 8/9 in their GCSE
Mathematics examination or equivalent.

Assessment
A level students are assessed by examination only and sit
three two hour papers at the end of the second year.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
It is aimed at those students who wish to go on to either
study Mathematics, Engineering, Economics, Computing or
any subject with significant mathematical content at
University.

Careers linked to the subject
Students completing Further Mathematics at A level will
normally follow careers in the engineering, financial,
computing or educational sectors.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Ms Gwyn Els
Email: Gwyn.Els@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: WJEC - Eduqas
Specification: A level Media Studies

SUBJECT: MEDIA STUDIES
Year 12 course outline
Students are introduced to a range of theoretical
frameworks through which a variety of media texts can be
studied and understood. Exploring diverse texts from
newspapers to television, students learn about media
industries, audience positioning and concepts of
representation.

Year 13 level course outline
In Year 13, students complete the coursework element of
the course by producing their own original music video,
learning how to pitch, film, produce and edit their own
production to a high standard. Theories learned in Year 12
are drawn upon in Year 13 to build convincing readings of
the set media texts ahead of the exams.

Assessment
Coursework
30% Pitch, film, produce and edit an original music video.

Examinations
Exam Paper 1 (35%): Analysing Media Language and
Representation / understanding Media Industries and
Audiences
Exam Paper 2 (35%): Examining Television, Magazines and
Online Media

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied Media Studies at A level you will be able to
study Media Studies, Communication Studies, Film Studies,
Marketing, Digital Media, Advertising, Film Production and
Cinematography, Scriptwriting.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Careers linked to the subject

Co-curricular filming opportunities.

Possible career options include broadcast journalist,
applications developer, digital marketer, editorial assistant /
editor, film / TV producer, newspaper journalist, media
planner, researcher, distributor, sound technician.

Media projects, clubs and competitions.
Film Studies as an e4 activity.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
GCSE grade 4/5 or above in GCSE English Language is
desirable but not essential.
An interest in British media is essential.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Trip to Sky Academy / BBFC Southbank.

“Media has been one of my
favourite subjects at A level.
There is a perfect balance
between coursework and theory
lessons that make Media lessons
enjoyable and different from
other subjects. Studying a range
of texts from magazines, films
and reality TV highlights how
media affects everyone in
today’s society and how ever
growing the Media industry is.”
Erin

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Jenny Westwood
Email: Jenny.Westwood@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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SUBJECT: CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTION

Level: BTEC
Examination Board: Pearson
Specification: Foundation Diploma (510GLH)

Course outline:

Assessment

Learners study the digital processes, techniques and skills
needed to progress within this dynamic sector. The
qualification of ]e communication and planning skills
needed for further study of the creative media sector.
Learners work in teams and individually to develop media
projects in areas such as film, design and publishing.

There are six units to be completed in total with two
consisting of externally marked components.

There are four units of mandatory content where learners
study how to:
•

analyse media to better understand audiences and
clients,

Coursework
Four coursework units must be completed but there is
flexibility in the area chosen with everything from News
Production to Fictional Film production on offer.

External assessments:
Exam – one two hour exam on Media Representations
Controlled assessment – Responding to a Commission

•

communicate and present their ideas,

•

plan and prepare media projects,

Higher education courses linked to the subject

•

develop the skills to work effectively in teams.

Media Studies, Communication Studies, Film Studies,
Marketing, Animation, Digital Media, Advertising, Film
Production and Cinematography, Scriptwriting.

The optional production units introduce learners to various
media sectors and genres and enable them to make an
informed choice when looking to progress to the next
stage of learning.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
•

Trips to Sky Academy

•

Lecture visits to the BFI Southbank

•

Whole school media projects, clubs and competitions

Careers linked to the subject
Applications developer, broadcast journalist, digital
marketer, editorial assistant/ editor, film/ TV producer,
newspaper journalist, media planner, researcher or
distributor, sound technician.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
•

C grade in GCSE English Language is desirable but not
essential

•

An interest in the media is essential

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Jenny Westwood
Email: Jenny.Westwood@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7172

SUBJECT: PHILOSOPHY
AQA Philosophy is divided into four topics, two studied for
Paper 1 and the other two for Paper 2.

Year 12:
Topic 1: Epistemology – investigating various theories of
knowledge, the relationship between what we can and
cannot know and the impact of this relationship on our
individual existence.

Assessment
Examinations
The two-year course is divided into four units. Though there
is no formal coursework component, the nature of
Philosophy demands and expects a good deal of reading
and writing. The two papers are each three hours in length.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
In addition to further study at university, Philosophy is an
excellent foundation for any subject. Recent students have
gone on to pursue courses in courses in Philosophy, Politics
and Economics (PPE), History, English, Mathematics, Physics,
Computing and Psychology.

Year 13:

Careers linked to the subject

Topic 3: Metaphysics of God – considering and critically
analysing various arguments for and against God’s
existence while debating numerous issues surrounding the
validity and use of religious language.

Studying Philosophy is of great value in and of itself and,
because of the transferable skills students acquire through
the A level, the course can well-equip a student for any
profession, subject or course requiring creative and careful
thought.

Topic 4: Metaphysics of Mind – looking into the relationship
between mind and body, various theories including
dualism and monism, the issue of qualia and a debate as to
whether or not ‘philosophical zombies’ exist.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Extra-classroom opportunities include visits to relevant
lectures and theatre productions with philosophical
content.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)
A GCSE in Religious Studies is not required for this course,
and neither is any religious belief or background, but
successful students will have achieved a minimum of seven
GCSE's at grade 9-4 or above including grade 7 in English
and Maths. The most important quality is the possession of
an inquisitive nature: you must love asking questions and
pushing for answers. Without this fundamental desire to
question and know, Philosophy will fail to engage you.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Topic 2: Moral Philosophy – studying how we decide what
is morally correct by exploring Utilitarianism, Aristotle’s
virtue ethics and Kant’s deontology while concurrently
debating the status of ethical language and the validity of
ethical claims.

“Studying Philosophy enables
me to better understand the
bigger picture – to see how
history, religion and political
science are all interconnected.”
Amy

“Philosophy enables me to
approach all aspects of my life
with clarity and concision.”
Oliver

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Simon Martin
Email: Simon.Martin@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: PH01

SUBJECT: PHOTOGRAPHY
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

The Photography course will allow you to develop practical,
experimental and expressive skills within Photography.

GCSE Art grades 9-4.

Year 13 course outline
Following an in depth technical induction into
Photography and Adobe Photoshop, you will follow a
creative process to expand your knowledge of the subject
and developing your personal ideas into exciting
outcomes. You will work in a supportive environment
allowing you to reach your full potential and create exciting,
individual work. The A level course includes an extended
dissertation of 2000 to 3000 words. The A level course is an
art-based Photography course that requires creativity and
imagination.

Assessment
Coursework
60% coursework – 40% ESA (Externally set assignment).
Examinations
15 hour controlled assessment – practical exam.

Higher education courses linked to the subject

Opportunities beyond the classroom
The school enters external competitions to give you the
opportunity to have your work exhibited locally and
nationally.
You will be encouraged to partake in a range of trips to
galleries and exhibitions to gain a greater understanding of
Art in a wider context. These recording trips will help to
develop your skills through drawing and photography. We
try to work with artists and designers where possible both
in school and out.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

You must have an interest in the visual world and have an
open minded approach about what Art and Design can be.
You should be interested in all aspects of visual arts –
Graphic Design, Fine Art and Photography. A high standard
of written English is recommended.

“The photography course has
provided me with a great
working environment giving
me the foundation of skills
needed and the opportunity to
have creative freedom over my
own ideas. I feel as though the
department, teachers and
course created a great working
environment over the two
years and produced the best
work out of the students”
Sam

Many students take a one year Art Foundation course or
are offered a place on a creative degree course. These
courses allow you to specialise in a specific subject area
such as Architecture, Fine Art, Photography, Film Media or
Television, Set Design or Fashion Design to name but a few.

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include animator, architect, arts
therapist, ceramic designer, fashion designer, fine artist,
furniture conservator, furniture designer, games developer,
graphic designer, illustrator, product designer,
Interior/special designer, jewellery designer, make-up artist,
medical illustrator, museum/gallery conservator,
photographer, press photographer, printmaker, production
designer – film/television/theatre, textile designer or web
designer.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Rebecca Sandford
Email: Rebecca.Sandford@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7582

SUBJECT: PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition, sport and society
and analysis of performance.

Grade 6 in Physical Education or a Merit in Level 2 BTEC
Sport. Interest in sports performance at an elite level, good
personal performance level in one sport.

Year 13 course outline
Biomechanics, applied exercise physiology, sports
psychology, technology and analysis of performance.

Assessment
Coursework
30% (15% practical and 15 % written)

Opportunities beyond the classroom

Examinations

There are many opportunities for our students to
experience classroom based learning in a practical arena. In
the past we have run trips to elite performance centres,
such as St. Georges Park, where students have the
opportunity to put what they learn in the classroom into
practice and be instructed by the top coaches and sports
Scientists in the world. We also encourage our students to
complete coaching and refereeing courses to broaden their
CV and open opportunities for them in other fields of sport.
In addition, we encourage and attend elite sport matches
dependant on students’ interests.

70%

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Having studied PE at A level you will be able to study
Sports Science, Physiotherapy, Sports Studies, Physical
Education, Sports Therapy, Sports Coaching.

Careers linked to the subject

SCIENCE AUTHOR

Possible career options include nutritionist,
sports performance analyst, sports coach, PE teacher,
sports therapist, personal trainer.

“The course is so varied there
is something for everyone.
I enjoyed learning about the
contemporary side of sport
such as what is currently in
the news and also the science
behind sport.”
Jonny

For more information contact the Course Leader:
Name: Miss Natalie Barnes
Email: Natalie.Barnes@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7408

SUBJECT: PHYSICS
Physics is a challenging and exciting study of the Universe
from the smallest to the largest scale. Such knowledge is
basic to scientific progress. As a Physics student you will be
distinguished as a numerate and scientifically competent
member of society in a world where these skills are
increasingly important.

Assessment
Coursework
No coursework but 6 nominated practicals to be completed
and assessed for Practical Endorsement.

Examinations
Paper 1: Content | Units 1-5 + Periodic motion | 2 hrs |

Year 12 course outline

85 marks | 34% of A level.

1. Measurements and their errors 2. Particles and Radiation.
3. Waves. 4. Mechanics and Energy. 5. Electricity.

Paper 2: Content | Units 6-8 | 2 hrs | 85 marks | 34% of A level.
Paper 3: All content | Practical skills | Data analysis |
Optional topic | 2 hrs | 80 marks | 32% of A level.

Year 13 course outline
6. Further Mechanics and Thermal Physics. 7. Fields. 8. Nuclear
physics. Plus one option from: • Astrophysics • Medical Physics
• Engineering Physics • Turning Points in Physics • Electronics.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
There will be lectures relating to the subject during the year
– in both the 6th Form lectures and the general audience
Smalley Lectures, which will broaden your understanding of
the application of science. There will be more opportunities
in the course, to develop your experimental skills, an essential
feature of higher education in Physics and Engineering.
There are also opportunities to visit establishments for visits
and lectures as well as places to find challenging and
demanding work experience placements.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

SCIENCE AUTHOR

Grade 6 in GCSE Physics or Trilogy Science. Maths to grade 6
and study of Maths at A level is highly desirable.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Aeronautical Engineering, Agricultural Science, Astronomy,
Engineering, Medicine, Computing, Environmental Science,
Forensic Science, Marine Science, Oceanography, Pharmacy
and Radiography amongst many others.

Careers linked to the subject
Physics is the study of the fundamental laws of nature. In this
course you will learn a wide range of skills useful for further
study of Physics and Engineering, as well as an excellent
grounding in numeracy and analysis, highly prized in many
careers. A level Physics is a very useful qualification and can
lead to a very wide range of careers. Careers, involving the
direct application of physics, include applied physics,
astrophysics, geophysics, material technology, forensic
science, engineering, meteorology, medical physics. Physics A
level is also seen as essential or highly desirable for intended
careers in medicine, mathematics, computing, business,
finance, accountancy, law and many more areas.

“I think that physicists can do
pretty much anything.
Our training can be applied to
almost any activity, and it
allows us to see things in a
way that might not be obvious
to others.”
Simon Singh,
science writer and broadcaster

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr William Gilbertson
Email: William.Gilbertson@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: 9DT0

SUBJECT: PRODUCT DESIGN
Course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

This is a linear A level course undertaken over two years.

Five GCSE's at grade 9-4 including English Language and
Maths, with a GCSE in a Design and Technology subject
being preferable but not essential.

In Year 12 students will be required to develop and expand
their knowledge and understanding of a wide range of
materials; including modern and smart materials. This also
includes the manufacturing processes that link to the
different material groups. Students will also need to acquire
a working knowledge of health and safety procedures and
relevant legislation. A range of products will be
manufactured by the students during Year 12 to support
their learning for their final examination and prepare them
for their major design and manufacture task in Year 13.
In Year 13 student will undertake a substantial design and
make project, which will test students’ skills in designing and
making a prototype. Students are required to individually
and in consultation with a client/end user identify a design
possibility and design context from which they develop a
range of potential solutions and produce a working
prototype. They will be required to develop an
understanding of the theory of industrial and commercial
practices applied to designing and manufacturing products.
This knowledge will also be assessed in the final Year 13
examination.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students have the opportunity to enter a wide range of
national competitions to apply their technical knowledge
and showcase their work.

Assessment
Coursework
50% The student will produce a portfolio of between 30 –
45 pages of A3, which clearly communicates their analytical,
designing, development and evaluation skills. They will
produce an appropriate working solution to a brief that is
sufficiently developed to be tested and evaluated (for
example, full-sized products, scaled working models or
functioning systems).

Examinations
50% The paper will include calculations, short-open, openresponse and extended-writing questions. The paper will
also include questions that target mathematics at highertier level in a GCSE Qualification in Mathematics.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
Many Product Design students continue with the subject at
degree level. The practical nature of the subject also links
well to the study of Architecture, Engineering, Interior
Design, Manufacturing Systems and Industrial Design.

Careers linked to the subject
Design skills and the ability to visualise new ideas primality
link to product and graphic design, engineering and
manufacturing, architecture and furniture design. However,
it can also be useful in many job families such as marketing,
sales and advertising, broadcast media and performing arts,
journalism and publishing, construction.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Martin Smith
Email: Martin.Smith@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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SUBJECT: PSYCHOLOGY

Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: A level 7181/7182

Course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

This course provides students with a broad introduction to
Psychology as a Science. The core topics are social
influence, memory, attachment, psychopathology,
approaches in psychology, biopsychology, issues and
debates in psychology and research methods. In addition,
students will cover relationships, schizophrenia and forensic
psychology.

Students are expected to have at least grade 6 in GCSE
English, Maths and a science. Having a GCSE in Psychology
is NOT a requirement for the course.

The emphasis is on applying knowledge and
understanding and developing the skills of analysis,
evaluation and critical thinking.
As well as being asked to describe the procedures and
findings of many key pieces of research, students will be
required to think critically about the research itself and
suggest ways that it could be improved.
Candidates will learn to question and challenge research
findings, suggest the real world applications of research
and be able to justify their ideas. As a result class work will
often take the form of discussions and debates and will
occasionally involve small-scale investigations. There is also
a heavy emphasis on essay writing within each topic.

Opportunities beyond the classroom
The LRC at LVS Ascot has a range of further reading texts,
journals and online resources. In addition, LVS Psychologists
will have the opportunity to attend specialist revision
conferences led by examination experts.

Assessment
Students will be assessed by examination at the end of the
course. There are no coursework requirements.

Higher Education courses linked to the subject
Students with an A level in Psychology would be well
suited to any of the following courses - Psychology,
Criminology with Psychology, Psychology with Business,
Psychology with Marketing or any course with an element
of counselling or therapy.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Careers linked to the subject

“Not only is it an enjoyable and
interesting subject, psychology
has also helped me massively
with my essay writing skills,
memory and relaxation
techniques. At the start of Year
12 I had no idea what I wanted
to do but I soon fell in love
with the subject and I am now
studying it at university”

All of the following are excellent Psychology based careers
that require further training on completion of a suitable
degree programme - educational psychologist, counselling
psychologist, sports and exercise psychologist, forensic
psychologist and clinical psychologist.

Ashleigh

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mr Frederik Green-Nickel
Email: Frederik.Green-Nickel@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: AQA
Specification: 7692

SUBJECT: SPANISH
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Aspects of Hispanic Society: Current Trends: Traditional and
Modern Values; Cyberspace; Equal Rights. Artistic Culture in
the Hispanic World: The Influence of Idols; Regional Identity
in Spain; Cultural Heritage. In addition, we will study the film
Volver by Pedro Almodóvar and La Casa de Bernarda Alba by
Federico García Lorca.

Minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE (or equivalent). It is also
highly recommended that any potential student have an
interest not only in language and linguistics but also history,
culture and social themes as well as film, literature and
Spanish-speaking countries.

Year 13 course outline

Assessment
Coursework

Multiculturalism in Hispanic Society: Immigration; Racism;
Integration. Aspects of Political Life in the Hispanic World:
Youth of Today – Citizens of Tomorrow; Monarchies and
Dictatorship; Social Movements.

In Year 13 students carry out an Individual Research Project
(IRP) on a theme (linked to a Spanish-speaking country) of
their choosing. This will form the main part of the Speaking
Assessment at the end of the course.

Examinations
Opportunities beyond the classroom
Students are keenly encouraged to engage in work
experience in a Spanish-speaking country. This affords
language learners to opportunity to engage in work in an
authentic setting, putting language skills to purposeful and
practical use. This is in addition to having the option to
attend MFL trips.

There are three parts to the examination: (1) Listening,
Reading and Writing; (2) Writing (Film and Literature); and
(3) Speaking.

Higher education courses linked to the subject
There are a number of MFL-only courses but increasingly
popular (not least due to employability prospects) are the
large number of combined degrees including one (or
more) MFLs combined with another subject (see career
links below).

N O T E

“Most of our recent A level
students have gone on to study
Spanish at University”

T E A C H I N G

Careers linked to the subject

Miss Rosie Heath,
Head of Spanish

Careers specific to MFL: translating, interpreting, teaching
MFL.
Other related areas: law, engineering, science (including
social science), history, sociology, psychology, philosophy,
politics, finance, business (sales and marketing), IT and
computing, leisure, tourism, transport, civil service, medial
and journalism.

For more information contact the Head of Spanish:
Name: Miss Rosie Heath
Email: Rosie.Heath@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: BTEC Level 3 National Diploma (equivalent of 2 A levels)
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: 2017 Diploma

SUBJECT: SPORT BTEC
Year 12 course outline

Anatomy and Physiology, Fitness Training and
Programming for health, sport and well being, professional
development in the sports industry, application of fitness
testing, sports leadership.

Assessment
Coursework
55% (6 Units)
Examinations
45% (3 Units)

Year 13 course outline

*units are weighted differently.

Investigating Business in Sport and Active Leisure Industry,
Skill Acquisition in sport, Sport Psychology, Sporting Events.

Higher education courses linked to the subject

Opportunities beyond the classroom
External speakers come in a deliver seminars on certain
topics, such as careers in sport, fitness testing. Opportunities
to attend Surrey Sports Park to take part in professional
fitness testing. Work experience is encouraged in the
sporting industry.

Having studied BTEC Sport you will be able to study Sports
Science, Sports Studies, PE teaching, Sport and Fitness,
Sports Coaching, Sports nutrition, Sports Psychology.

Careers linked to the subject
Possible career options include sports coach, fitness
instructor, sports therapist, sports nutritionist, PE teacher,
leisure management.

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

An interest in sport and fitness is essential.

E RTI EE N C E
T E AS TCUHD IE N
N TG E XNP O

Grade 6 or above in GCSE PE or Merit or above in BTEC
Sport Level 2 are advantageous but not essential.

“I achieved a double distinction
starred in BTEC Sport with the
help of the teaching staff
keeping me on track.
The modular units really
suited my learning style. Most
people go on to study a Sports
Science degree but I’m going to
use this on my Product Design
degree”
Marc

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Miss Natalie Barnes
Email: Natalie.Barnes@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: Linear

SUBJECT: STATISTICS
Course Outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Statistics A level is a two-year linear course. The content of
the course includes probability, data handling, estimation,
correlation and regression, sampling, probability
distributions and approximations and hypothesis testing.

The course is designed for students interested in analysing
and interpreting data and requires a minimum of grade 6 in
GCSE Mathematics or similar.

Assessment
A level students are assessed by examination only and sit
three two hour papers at the end of the second year.

Higher education courses linked to the subject

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Statistics A level supports many other subjects including
Business Studies and many of the Social Sciences.

“Statistics is the perfect course
for someone looking to learn
skills that they can use beyond
the classroom and apply to
real life situations. I would
definitely encourage more
people to take it as we have
great support from our
teachers and is useful for a
range of professions”

Careers linked to the subject
Students completing Statistics at A level can go on to follow
almost any career but in particular in the social science,
business and financial, IT and educational sectors.

Zainab

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Ms Gwyn Els
Email: Gwyn.Els@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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Level: A level
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: A level 9TEO

SUBJECT: TEXTILES
Year 12 course outline

Course requirements (GCSE grades/interests)

Textile design is a versatile discipline that involves the
creation, selection, manipulation and application of a range
of materials and processes in order to produce fabrics for
different purposes.

GCSE Art - grades 9 - 6.

Year 13 course outline

Assessment
Coursework

You will develop a wide range of skills and create personal
work responding to a range of artists, designers and
educational visits. You will be encouraged to work
independently while having clear guidance and support
from the Art Department.

You must have an interest in the visual world and have an
open mind about how Art and Design can be interpreted
through a textiles approach.

60% coursework – 40% ESA (Externally set assignment).

Examinations
15 hour controlled assessment – practical exam.

Opportunities beyond the classroom

Higher education courses linked to the subject

The school enters external competitions to give you the
opportunity to have your work exhibited locally and
nationally.

Many students take a one-year Art Foundation course or are
offered a place on a creative degree course. These courses
allow you to specialise in a specific subject area such a Fine
art, Photography, Film and Television, interior design, Set
Design or Fashion Design to name but a few.

STUDENT EXPERIENCE

You will be encouraged to partake in a range of trips to
galleries and exhibitions to gain a greater understanding of
Art in a wider context. These recording trips will help to
develop your skills through drawing and photography. We
try to work with artists and designers where possible both
in school and out.

“I have really enjoyed the wide
range of opportunities in the
Textiles A level course, from
taking part in life drawing to
print making and using the
heat press, the course has
allowed me to build a range of
skills and develop my
confidence. It has supported my
interest in fashion, but has also
encouraged me to think outside
of this area, seeing Textiles in
many other forms. ”
Nicole

Careers linked to the subject
Textiles designer, interior designer, fashion designer, print
maker, jewellery designer, teacher, Fine artist, furniture
conservator, make-up artist, production designer –
film/television/theatre, costume designer, fabric
technologist, curator, fashion buyer & retailer, gallery director,
stylist, trend forecasting, illustrator, journalism, fashion stylist.

For more information contact the Head of Department:
Name: Mrs Rebecca Sandford
Email: Rebecca.Sandford@lvs.ascot.sch.uk
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LVS ASCOT

SIXTH FORM AWARDS
The Spirit of LVS Ascot Sixth Form Awards

LVS Hospitality Course The Worshipful Company of

These awards are given to pupils who show a high level of
commitment to their studies, their co-curricular
contribution and achievement and/or contribution to the
wellbeing and life of the school. Pupils may apply for one of
these awards stating why they should be given the award.
There is no set subject list or requirement list, and the
school acknowledges that achievements and potential can
be demonstrated across the broad and diverse spectrum
of education in the 21st Century. The Spirit of LVS Ascot
Awards are worth up to 50% off day fees.

Inn holders has generously agreed to provide funding for
LVS Ascot to offer bespoke Hospitality training.

Licensed Trade Awards These academic awards are
for those pupils whose parents are Licensees and can
demonstrate a higher level of academic achievement and
potential for the future. These awards are worth up to 50%
off day fees.
The Licensed Trade also offers a 20% discount for the pupils
of parents who are in the Licensed Trade. There are also
means tested bursaries available equivalent to full fees and
support for uniform, devices, and school trips. Applications
for these bursaries and trade discounts should be made
directly to Denise Buick D.Buick@ltcharity.org.uk
LVS Ascot is proud to offer the following trade sponsored
scholarships as follows:

The WCI Business Management Award is worth
80% off day fees for those pupils whose parents are in the
Licensed Trade, and who wish to study Business in the Sixth
Form with the intention of entering the hospitality
industry either through Undergraduate
study/Apprenticeship or Management Training
programme.

The Brake Business Management Award is
worth 80% off day fees for those pupils who parents are in
the Licensed Trade, and who intent to study Business in the
Sixth Form with the intention of entering the hospitality
industry either through Undergraduate
study/Apprenticeship or management training
programme.

Subject Specific Awards Subject-specific awards are
given to all academic and vocational subjects. These
awards range from £1000 per annum to 20% off day fees
per annum. To apply for this award, you must be able to
demonstrate academic excellence in a subject and plan to
study it in the Sixth Form.

A scholarship up to £8000 towards school fees to study
Hospitality will be available. To apply for this award you
must demonstrate a very keen interest in studying
Hospitality at level 3 and have career aspirations to work
within the industry.

Sixth Form Awards These awards can range from
20% - 50% off day fees and are awarded to students joining
our Sixth form and who excel in one or more
academic/vocational subject and who contribute
significantly to school life.

To apply for any of the awards above apart from the
Licensed Trade bursary awards, pupils should apply in
writing to the Principal, Christine Cunniffe and send to
C.Cunniffe@lvs.ascot.sch.uk by Friday 19th November
2021. A completed scholarship application form should
also be submitted via the admissions portal on the school
website. Parents may also like to send supporting
statements to the Principal via email.
The deadline for Sixth Form options is Friday 3rd
December 2021. The options form is also available through
the Admissions portal on the LVS Ascot school website.
Any queries regarding the awards can be made through
contacting the Principal’s PA, Claire Gedge,
C.Gedge@lvs.ascot.sch.uk

Internal Applicants The letters will be used, along
with recommendations from Heads of House and
Departments, to compile short-lists. Interviews for shortlisted candidates will be held at the end of November
2019.
External Applicants Please include a letter saying
why you are a suitable candidate for an award and how it
will benefit you. References will be requested from your
current school. Interviews will take place at the end of
November 2019.

Parents Please write to Mrs Christine Cunniffe directly if
you would like to add any comments in support of the
application that would not be addressed in the student
letter. This is not a formal requirement to be considered for
an award.
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LVS Ascot
London Road
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Berkshire
SL5 8DR
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